Promises For Now And Evermore
Steve Flatt

Promise for Friendship

John 15:12-17 is one of the richest and most cherished
promises to be found anywhere in the Bible. It promises
friendship with Jesus. Now let that sink in. We're talking
about the same Jesus who put the stars throughout the
universe, and who along with God, the Father, according to
Colossians 1:15-20, set this earth in place and gave mankind
life.

We're talking about the One that scripture calls the King of
Kings, the Lord of Lords, we're talking about the Supreme
Being of the universe. Jesus says in John 15, "You are my
friends." You talk about having friends in high places, they
don't come any higher.

We're going to focus on that promise today in how rich and
meaningful it is. Let's start with the idea about friendship.
What is a friend? There are all kinds of definitions. Someone
says a friend is someone who's coming in when everybody
else is going out. Somebody said a friend is somebody who'll
buy your lunch, even if they don't have an expense account.
That's pretty good.

Erma Bombeck said, "A friend is somebody who won't go
on a diet when you're fat." I've always liked her definition.
Somebody else said, "False friends are like shadows.
They're close to us when the sun shines, but in the darkness
they disappear."

I remember when | was in undergraduate school, | had a
psychology professor tell us that if you really had three dear
close friends, you were rich beyond measure. When | heard
that the first time, | kind of shrugged that off and laughed
and thought what a crazy theory because | had lots of
friends. But as | listened to the explanation of what real
friendship is and as experience taught me those lessons, you
begin to wonder: Do | have three real friends?

Do you know what a friend is? Here it is: Friends are two
people who love each other. That's it. Friends are two people
who deeply love each other. Now friendship is not an
exclusive relationship. You can be a friend with somebody
and have another relationship with them. For example, my
wife is my best friend. | love her deeply because she's my
wife, but | love her deeply anyway. | share with her, and she
shares with me. We're friends.

| think it's good for a parent to be a friend to a child and a
child to a parent, as long as that does not prohibit that parent
from carrying out the parental responsibilities. You can be a
friend to the person you work for. You can be a friend to
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people who work under you. You see the only criteria for
friendship is two people who love each other, two people
who deeply love each other.

Read John 15:12-17 again, Jesus talking to his disciples said
“You are my friends.” But, [ want to show you what is at the
start of this passage and what is at the end of it.

Verse 12 says "'My command is this: Love each other as |
have loved you.™ Verse 17 states "'This is my command:
Love each other." Do you see how love is at the beginning
of this business about friendship and love is at the end of it?
Somebody said, "Love is the wrapping paper in which
friendship comes.” That's right. If somebody is my friend
and I love him and he loves me, | will naturally be giving to
them and they in turn will be giving to me. That's friendship.
If you see a relationship where only one person is giving, it's
not friendship. That's false. But if there is a mutual giving
each to the other, then you've got a friend.

1. Jesus gives us friendship ""You are my friends." (verse
14) What does Jesus give us in friendship? How can He
make that claim? What's He done for me? How can He claim
to be my friend? First of all, He has given to us, Himself.

Verse 13 says, "'Greater love has no man than this, than he
lay down his life for his friends." That's hard to argue with,
isn't it? How on earth could I better prove my friendship to
you than if I were willing to literally sacrifice my life, take
it away in order to save you?

Friends often sacrifice things for another friend. We
sacrifice money, we sacrifice time, we sacrifice our feelings,
we may sacrifice some of our worldly goods, but very few
times in history will a friend literally sacrifice a life for
another friend. The most amazing thing about this is, Jesus
made that sacrifice before we were his friends. In fact he
made the sacrifice so that we could become his friends.

"You see, at just the right time, when we were still
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly." (Romans 5:6) He
had to initiate it. We couldn't do a thing until he made that
initiation. Verse 7 states a basic fact of life, "Very rarely will
anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man
someone might possibly dare to die."” You see that every
now and then, somebody will die for a friend. If it's a
mutually giving relationship, every now and then somebody
will lay that down., "But God demonstrates his own love for
us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us."
(Verse 8) The amazing thing is, Jesus died for us before we
were his friends. He died for us while we were his enemies.

How can that be? Because while we were still sinners and
sin by definition is enmity to God. My friend, he died so that
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I could become his friend. The first thing He gave us was
himself.

2. He gives us knowledge and insight. "'l no longer call you
servants, because a servant does not know his master's
business. Instead, | have called you friends, for everything
that | learned from my Father | have made known to you.™
(John 15:15) Jesus is near the end of his life. The apostles
and the other disciples have been following him, and to them
He has been the master.

Two chapters prior to this in John 13, when Jesus came into
that upper room, they were all sitting around prideful.
Nobody would take a basin and wash each other's feet, as
was their custom. Jesus picked up the towel and the basin,
he went around and washed each of his disciples’ feet to
their shame. At the end of that he said, ™I tell you the truth,
no servant is greater than his master..."" (John 13:16) Now
that you've seen the master do this, follow my example.

He said the same thing in Matthew 10:24 talking to them,
"No servant is greater than his master..."" You see for three
years, Jesus had these men following him basically in a
master/servant relationship, but now in the last week of his
life, knowing that his mission is nearing completion, He tells
them and by implication tells us: | don't call you servants
anymore, because you see servants don't know the master's
business, but friends do.

The word "servant” there means slave. If you go back into
the era and time frame in which Jesus was living and
teaching, a servant or bond slave was just a living tool.
Nothing was ever explained to a slave. There was no
relationship between a master and a slave. You just did what
you were told. There were no questions asked. Somebody
said, "Do this," you just did it. If you didn't do it, you might
die. But Jesus said, that time is finishing now, because I'm
sharing with you what I'm all about. | want you to know my
mind, | want you to know my heart, | want you to know my
plan, and | want you people to be chief in my kingdom.

Do you see that's the difference? A friend knows what
another friend thinks. A friend knows what another friend
wants. A friend knows what another friend feels. A friend
knows what another friend's goals are. Jesus said, there was
a time when you didn't understand. In fact, they did not
understand as He was explaining. They wouldn't understand
until a few days later, after the Resurrection, but they were
nearing that point of understanding.

Now the great news is that even though we weren't with the
12, and we didn't sit at Jesus' feet physically, our friend,
Jesus, has given us understanding. He has shared with us his
purpose. He shared with us his plan. He shared with us his
expectations. He shared with us his intent to return. He
shared with us that He's made a reward on the other side,
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and in addition to the Word he's even given us the gift of the
comforter, the Holy Spirit that he talked about in this same
reference to help lead us in all truth.

Now don't misunderstand, we don't know everything. It is
not the intent of God for us to have the mind of God in
totality, our feeble little finite minds couldn't handle that.
But the good news is, we're friends because he's not keeping
us in the dark, he's given us understanding.

3. Jesus gives us status ""You did not choose me, but | chose
you and appointed you to go and bear fruit---"" Our friend
has given us status, and he can do that because he is king.

The idea of a monarchy is an awfully difficult concept to us.
We don't live in the reigns of kings. We see the pomp and
circumstances associated with British royalty, but we know
that's all just a figurehead. We live in an age where
friendship with a high public official can sometimes be a
precarious thing, because public accountability puts
influence peddling and favors from friendship under great
scrutiny, doesn't it? But keep in mind, Jesus didn't live under
a democracy, and in that time and that place, there were no
democracies around. They were unknown. People lived
under monarchies and those who were friends of the king
had unbelievable status. It was just different because
anything the king wanted on a whim, anything the king said
was law. No questions asked, so friends of the king could
and would freely ask for favors, special considerations,
amnesties, appointments, and it would be given to them
without question. Why? Simply because they were friends
of the king.

You and | have a hard time understanding that. It didn't have
to be based on any merit or on any ability. They were friends
of the king. Jesus said, the great news, I've chosen you to be
my friends. You didn't have any merit, you didn't have any
ability, but I'm the king and I'll choose you to be my special
friend.

There is no feeling quite like being chosen out from among
others, is there? Because of my height, most all of you know
| used to play basketball. But, | grew before | ever had any
coordination. | remember when | was little boy, | wanted to
play with the bigger boys because | was about their height,
but I was awfully clumsy and awfully skinny. | would go
down to the boy's club and want to play. They would start
picking out teams. Have you ever stood in line to play in
some softball or basketball game and watch them pick every
other kid in the line, and you're just standing there with that
head sinking lower because you were not one of the ones
picked? Many a time | would go out there and they'd choose
the teams and | was still left standing.

But there was one guy who was three years older than | who
was a great athlete and he also lived two doors down, and
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was my buddy. Every now and then, he got to be captain.
About the second or third pick, out of pure mercy and grace,
he would say, "I'll take Flatt." Boy you talk about smile, I'd
walk over there and get in line. | didn't deserve that, I didn't
merit that, but you see the status was given because of
friendship from the king.

4. Jesus gives us power "You did not choose me, but I chose
you and appointed you to go and bear fruit---fruit that will
last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my
name." (verse 16) Isn't that great? He says, when you're my
friend, you ask it in my name, and I'm going to supply those
things. Now if you're a new Christian you may not
understand. This is not some kind of "Carte-Blanche" for
selfishness. Well great, Jesus, give me this, give me that. No,
he says, what you ask in my name, "in my name" means
under my authority and within the scope of my will. He says,
as you become my friend and as you ask for those things you
know | would love for you to have, here's the promise, I'm
going to give them to you.

He gave himself, his very life. He gives us understanding
that we could have from no other source. He gives us status.
He lifts us up in a way that no other human being on the face
of the earth could, and he gives us power that could come in
great measure from no other individual.

But what do we give him? Remember "Friendship is two
people loving each other, and two people giving to each
other."

A. My obedience. This is a conditional promise for Jesus
said, ""You are my friends, if you do what | command.™
When you read that at first blush, it makes you think
"huh," some kind of friendship as long as you do
everything | say. Sounds more like the master/servant
relationship. No! No! It's not that at all. Simple fact of
the matter is, we've got a friend in Jesus who is so
superior, so exceedingly more knowledgeable and so
exceedingly more powerful that his asking for our
obedience is simply for our benefit and for our
betterment.

Let me liken it this way. Suppose you had a close friend
who was a jet airplane pilot, you know one of those big
jumbo jet pilots. Have you ever been in the cockpit of
one of those things? Switches and dials and knobs all
around. Imagine he let you go in the cockpit with him
for a flight, pilot and co-pilot, and you were sitting in
there and he would probably tell you, at least if I'm
flying in the plane I hope he would: "Don't touch any of
these, okay! Just sit and watch." That's his command.
"In a minute when we get up, I'll show you one you can
touch, but don't you touch anything until | tell you to
touch it, all right?" Remember you're privileged just to
be here in the cockpit. Now if you're this man's friend

Eov ka1 eyd dvokorevdpaote vo 1o kKataAdfoovpe avtd. Agv
énpene vo Pacileton o kapia agio | og Kopio kavotnTa.

'Htav ¢idot Tov Pactud. O Incovg eine, To omovdaio véa,

oog emédeEa va yivete oilol pov. Agv elyeg kopia aio, oev
elyeg Kapia KovotnTo, 0AAG eYD gipat o faciiibs kot Oa oe
SwAéE® Yo va yivels Egxmplotds pilog Hov.

Agv vrdpyet aicOnon ocav vo og emhéyovy petald GAAwV,
€161 dgv gival; AOYm TOL HYOLS OV, OL TEPIGGOTEPOL EEPETE
ot émonlo pmdoker. Opme, peydlmca TPotov va Exm
Kavévoy cLvtoviopd. Guudpot otav fuovy pkpd ayopt,
Nnbedha va moiéo pe ta peyaAdtepa oyopla yloTi MOV
MEPIMOV GTO VYOG TOVG, OAAG MUovv omaicto adésio Kot
Tpouepd adbvaTn. O KoTEPOIVO GTO KAOLT TOV ayoplov Kot
0o MOera va moilow. Oa dpyllav vo dwAéyouv oudoeg.
Ytofnkate moté otV ovpd Yoo vo moifete o€ KAmolo
oL vidl GOPTUTOA 1 UTACKET Kol VAL TO TAPOKOAOLONGETE
va StaA&youv Kabe AAAo Todi 0T oElPd, Kol OmAd GTEKEGTE
eKel e To ke@AAL vo, fuBiletal o younAd enEdN dEV NGOVY
amod avtovg mov emAéyOnkay; TloAdég popég ERyarva exel
€Em Ko ddAeyav TIg oudodeg Kat EPeva akopa 6poioc.

AMG vmipye évog Aavipag mov nrav  Tplo xpdvia
UEYOADTEPOG OO HEVO, O 0TTOi0g NTOV GIToLSNiog aOANTNC
Kol éueve emiong 00O TOPTEG KATM Kot NTav 0 GIAOG HOv.
Kd&be 1600, €mpeme va yivel Kometdviog. Xyetikd pe T
devtepn N Vv Tpitn emroyn, amd kabapd Eleog kat ybpn,
éleye: «Ba mipm tov PAat». Ayopt mOV HIAGG Yo TO
yopoyero, Ba myova exel Ko Bo Epmave ot celpd. Agv
1o a&a avtd, dev to o, aAld PAEnete 10 KaBeGTMOG
500nKe Loyw @ihiog amd Tov Pactiid.

4. O Inocovg pag divel Svvaun ""Aev ue dtoréEate, aALd YD
oog emélea Kl cog S10p1oa VO TATE KOl VO PEPETE KAPTO-
--kapmd mov Oa dapkécel. Tote o [atépag Ba cag ddoet
0,11 {ntmoete oto O6vopd pov." ( otiyoc 16) Aev eivon
vEPoyo; Aéel, 0tav gicot @Ilog Hov, T0 POTAC GTO OVOUY
pov, kot B whw vo Tpounbevcm avtd ta tpdypata. Topa
av gioot véog XploTiavdg Umopel vo unv 1o KaToAapels.
Av10 dev givor kdmoto idog «Carte-Blanche» yio eywioud.
Aowmdv vépoyo, Incov, ddoe pov avtd, ddoe Lov ekEivo.
Oy, Aéet, avto mov {ntdc oTo GVOopd 1o, «ev OVOHATL LoV
onuaiver vto ™V e€ovoia POV Kol PEGH GTO TAAICLO TNG
0éAnong pov. Aéel, kabag yivesar @iAog pov kot kabdg
{nrég exeivo ta Tpdypota mov EEpelg 0Tt Ba pov dpece TOAD
va €elg, 1000 1 VITOCYEST, o GOV TO SDCo®.

‘Edwoe tov eawtd tov, v d tov t {on. Mag divel

Katavonomn mov o uropodooue vo EOVUE amd Kopio GAAN
Y. Mog divel otdtove. Mog avoyavel pe TPOTO TTOV
Kavévag GAAOG vBpmmog oto TPOdo®TO NG YNg oev Ha
umopovoe, Kor pog oiver dvvaun mov Oa pmopovos va
poéADeL og peydlo Pabuod omd Kovéva GAAO GTopo.




and you get up in the air and you just reach over and
start flipping all those dials, now what's going to
happen?

You see the point is, that's not being a friend, that's being
a fool! You're not his friend, you're not even your own
friend if you deliberately disobey and cause that which
leads to your own destruction. Jesus said, look I'm not
trying to be demanding in the sense of being some kind
of ruthless monarch, | just want you to obey me, it's
going to be for your benefit, and that will be what you
give back to me as my friend.

B. Produce some fruit. ""You didn't choose me, but | chose
you and appointed you to bear fruit, fruit that will last."
(verse 16) Your obedience to his will is going to bear
fruit, it's just going to lead to a changed life. It's going
to lead to behavior. Why would he want you to bear
fruit? So that other people will be led to that same friend
you have. That's the main reason fruit needs to be born
in my life. That's the reason my life needs to be changed
as a Christian. That's the reason you live to a higher
standard and march to the beat of a different drummer.
Number one reason is, so that other people all around
me will be drawn to the same friend that | have.

When you become a friend of Jesus, there's not a burden
you have that you cannot take to him in prayer that he
will not begin to lift as you take it to him. “Because he
himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help
those who are being tempted.” (Hebrews 2:18) How
does he do that? | don't know. There are some things we
don't have the capacity to understand. But Hebrews 2:18
says, if | take that which troubles me, which tempts me
and place it before him, he will begin to take that burden
away.

Jesus also promises us this friendship, "Therefore I
command this, love one another.” (verse 17) If Jesus is my
friend, and | truly do love him as a friend, the beauty is that
will empower me to love other people who are also his
friends in a way that the world really can't understand. But
you can love me as your friend because we both share the
same friend. What a friend we have in Jesus. Isn't that great?

What a precious promise in John 15. Amazing Grace #1164 - Steve
Flatt, June 19, 1994

A Promise of Heaven
The Most Precious Promise of All
The Second Coming

This promise is still unfulfilled. Second only to salvation it
is the greatest promise of all. It is the promise of Jesus Christ

T1 tov divovpe dpws; Ovundeite «dD1Aia eivon 600 avOpm ol
VoL QyorovV 0 vag Tov ALV Kot dV0 dvBpwmot va divouv o
£V0OC 6TOV GAAOVY.

A. Hvmoxon] pov. Avtr| elvar po vtd 6povg vtocy e Yol
0 Inocotg eime: «Eiote ¢ilot pov, av Kavere O,T1
Swtalw.» Otav 1o defalete avtd otny apyn, oog Kavel
VO OKEPTESTE «EEeM, &vol €100¢ QIAiag, apkel va To
Kévete. OA0 060 AEm. Motdlel TeplocOTEPO LLE T GYECT
agévin/vanpémn. Ox! Ox! Agv eivan kaB6Lov avtd. To
amhd yeyovog givor 0t €povpe évav @ilo otov Incod
7OV €ival TO60 OVATEPOS, TOGO TOAD TO YVAOGTNG KOl
1660 Mo 16YVPHS oL TO Vo {NTd TNV VIAKOY| pog ivort
ATA®G TPOG OPEAOG LaG KOt TPOG PerTioon pag.

Emutpéyte pov va to mapopotdcm £tct. Ag vmobécovpe
oTL elyote évav otevo @ilo mov MTav mAoTog TlET,
yvopilete évav omd oVTOVG TOVG UEYHAOVLE TIAATOVG
tCaumo 1let. Exete Ppebel moté 610 mAoTplo evog amd
aVTA To TPAYHOTH; ALOKOTTEG KOl KOVIPAY KOl TOUOAQ
pyOpw. Davroocteite 011 cag donoe va mlte GTO
motipo polli TOL Yyl WTAOM, MWAOTOG KOl
ovykuPepvng, kol KoBooaote exkel péco Ko
mOavotato Oo cag Eleye, TOLAGYIOTOV OV TETA® OTO
aepomAdvo, eAmilm va 1o ékave: «Ntov Mnv ayyilelg
Kavéva amd ovtd, evtdiel! ATADG Katoe Kot dec." Avti
glvar 1 evToAn] Tov. «Zg éva Aemtd mov Ha onkwOov e,
B cov deilm éva mov umopeic va ayyi&elg, oAAd dev
ayyilelg timoto péyxpt v cov mw vo To ayyigel,
evtaée,» Ouunbeite Ot €xete 10 TPOVOUIO  va
Bpiokeote €0 oto mAoTAplo. Todpa, av sicor @ilog
QVTOL TOL GvIpa Kol onkmOels otov aépa kol amAd
OTACES Kol OPYIOES VO YUPVAG OAOLG OLTOVG TOLG
KOVTPAV,

BAémeig 1o 0éua givar, avtd dev eivan vo gican @ilog,
avtd givon va gicar avontog! Agv gicor gilog Tov, dev
gloar kKav @IAOC TOL €0VTOV GOV, OV CKOTIUO OEV
VITOKOVG KoL TPOKAAEIG 0vTO OV 0dNYel otV id1or Gov
v Katactpoen. O Incoig sine, koita, dgv TpooTadmd
v glpon omonTNTIKOG HE TNV vvola OTL giplol KATolo
€100g adiotakTov povapyn, 0EA® amidg vo e VTOKOVG,
Oa givar Tpog 6peldc cov, Kot avtd Ba gival avtd TOL
0o pov dmoelg Tiow ®g 0 Pilog pov.

B. [opdayete Aiyo @povto. «Agv ue d1dreleg €00, aALd eYD
o€ ddAe€a Kot og d1OP1oa, Vo PEPELG KOPTO, KAPTO TOV
Oa dwpkéoel.y (otiyoc 16) H vraxon cov oto 0EANUA
Tov Ba omogépel Kopmovg, amAmdg o 0dnynoel ce
aAdayn ZOH. Oa odnynoel oe cvumepipopd. [Moti Oa
Nnbeke vo amodmoete kopmovg, ‘Etor mote dAlot
avOpomol va. odnynbodv otov id10 @ilo mov Eyete.
Av10g givon 0 kOplog Adyog mov wpénet va yevvn oy ta
opovTa otn {oN pov. Avtdg givarl o Adyog Tov TpEmel
va oAAGEer 1 Lo pov o¢ Xprotovog. Avtdg givatl o
Adyoc mov (el g vynAOTEPO Emimedo ko Padilelc 6Tovg




coming again. A promise made initially by Jesus, himself.
He said to his closest disciples "'Do not let your hearts be
troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's house
are many rooms; if it were not so, | would have told you. |
am going there to prepare a place for you." (John 14:1) and
"if I go and prepare a place for you, | will come back and
take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”
(John 14:3)

But there will be some in the last days who will say in scoff,
““Where is this Second Coming? Where is this that we've
been reading about? Doesn't everything just go on like it
always has? The sun comes up in the morning. The sun goes
down in the evening. Where is the second coming?’” (2
Peter 3:4) By the way there is a doctrine for that. It's a
philosophy called "uniformitarianism." You think about it,
the name says it all. Everything is uniformed. Everything
just keeps happening the way it always has. Peter explains
there, and says, "Just because the Lord is patient, just
because he is waiting hoping that more will come to
repentance, don't you think that the promise isn't there." (2
Peter3:9)

As you go through the New Testament, you'll find promise
after promise that Jesus is coming again. Among those
promises you'll find certain things that help us understand it.
For example, we're told that no man knows when it'll be as
it will come as a thief in the night. (2 Peter 3:10)

"But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord
a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like
a day." (3:8) Two verses later, "But the day of the Lord will
come like a thief." That's exactly the same thing 1
Thessalonians 5:1 says, "the Lord is going to come like a
thief in the night" Jesus himself said "I don't know the day
or the hour, only the Father knows that." (Matthew 24:36)

One of the things I can be sure of whenever | have anybody
tell me they know when Jesus is coming back again is that
I'm listening to a false prophet. | hear all these things about
how we're living in the last days, era or age. The last days
started with the birth of the church. We've been living in the
last days for 1,900 years, and the world may end tonight.
Jesus may come back today, but he may also let this earth
stand 1,900 more years. We simply do not know.

The other things the Bible provides are several
characteristics associated with the Second Coming. Paul
says, when Jesus comes back again on that great and
glorious day, whenever it may be there is going to be from
the Christian perspective:

1. Acall from the Lord himself

2. A'loud command

3. The trumpet call of God

4. The dead in Christ will rise first

pvOuovg evdg dapopeTikod vipauep. O voduegpo éva
Adyoc givar 0Tt o1 GAAot dvBpwmot YOpw pov Ba EAkovtal
amd Tov 1610 eiko mov £xw.

Orav yivete @iloc Tov Incov, dev €xete kavéva Bapog
OV VO NV UTOPELTE VO TOL QEPETE GTNV TPOGEVYT] TOV
dev Ba apyicel va onkdvel KoBMOG TOV TO TMOIPVETE.
«Emedn o id1og vépepe OTAV UTNKE GTOV TEPAGHO,
umopei va  Ponbnoer avtodc mov  mEPALOVTO).
(EBpaiovg 2:18) Ildg 10 Khvel avtd; Aev yvopilm.
Ymépyovov Kamown mpdypoto mov Ogv €yovpe TNV
KavoTNTa Vo kotodapovue. AAAG T0o €ddpo Efpaiovg
2:18 Aéel, av mhpm owtd mov Le evoyrel, mov pe Palet
o€ melpocpd Kot o PdAw umpootd tov, Ba apyicel va
agapei avtd o Pépog.

O Inoobg pog vrdoyetal eniong avt ™ Eia, «I't' avto,
dtalm owtd, ayomdte o évag tov ahlovy. (Xtiyog 17) Edav
0 Inocotg eivar pilog pov, Kot tov ayond aindvd wg eiro,
N opope1d givar 0Tt Bo pe EVOLVOUMGEL VO 0yam®d GAAOVG
avOp®dTOVE TTOL eival emiong EIAOL TOVL HE TPOTO 7OV O
KOGLOG TPAYUATIKE OV pumopel va katoAdpet. AAAG pmopeig
Vo [e ayomdg oav iAo cov ylati Kot ot 600 polpalopacte
tov 00 ¢iro. Ti @iro éyovpe otov Incov. Asgv eivar

vrépoyo; Ti moAvTyn vroéoyeon oto lwdvvng 15.Amazing
Grace #1164 - Steve Flatt, 19 Iovviov 1994

Mua untéoxeon tou oupavou
H nio noAUTIun undoyeon 0Awv
H AeuTépa Mapouaia

Avti n vooYEST] EVOL AKOUN OVEKTANPOTN. Ag0TEPO POVO
UeTé ™ cotpia, givaln peyaArdtepn vdcoyeorn OAwy. Eival
n vndéoyeon 1ov Inood Xpiotov mov Eavapyetor. Mo
VIOCYEST OV dOONKE apyKd omd Tov id10 Tov Incov. Eine
OTOVG 7O KOVTIVOUG pabntég tov: «Mnv aQhGeETE TIg
kapdeg oag va tapalovtal. Epmotevteite otov Ogl,
gumotevteite ko og guéva. Xto omitt tov Ilatépa pov
VIAPYOLY TOAAG dwudtia: av dev Ntav €tcl, Oa cag To
é\eya. Oa TAm €Kl Yo va ETOIOGE £VO, LEPOC Y10 GEVOLY.
(Iodvvng 14:1) Ko «ov TA® Kol 60G ETORACH TOTO, Oa
emoTpéyo Kal Ba cag whpw pali pov yu va elote Kt €ogig
exel mov elpon eyd». (Iodvvng 14:3)

AMG Bo vtapEovv Kkamotlol TIG TeAevTaieg NMuépeg mov Ha
movv yAevalovrag: «Ilov givarl avt n Agvtépa [apovaia;
[0 givar avtd mov dafalovpe; Agv cuveyilovv Ao OTwS
wavta; O A0 avatéddrel 1o Tpmi. O HALog dVEL To Ppddv.
[Mov eivon m Odevtepn  €hevom;» (2 Ilétpov 3:4)
Hopepmmtovimg, vrdpyel o dwwackaiio yio avtod. Eivol
pe. erocoio. mov ovopdletor «opotopopeiopdey. To
oképtecal, To Ovopa to Aéel OAa. Ola eivar otoMGuéva.
Olo. ovveyilovv va ovuPaivovv 6nwg mavia. O Tlétpog




5. Those Christians who are still alive on earth at that time
will be caught up in the air with the Lord and the dead
in Christ who have arisen. (2 Thessalonians 4:16)

Paul also gives us the unbeliever’s perspective. “This will
happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in
blazing fire with his powerful angels.”

1. He will punish those who do not know God and do not
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.

2. They will be punished with an everlasting destruction
and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the
majesty of his power. (2 Thessalonians 1:7)

Same event is described by two markedly different
perceptions because that day will look quite different
depending upon whether or not you are an obedient believer
trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ.

We are told elsewhere in Scripture that when the Lord comes
again, the heavens will disappear with a roar, the elements
will be destroyed by fire, the earth will be laid bare, that's
told to us in 2 Peter 3:10. We're told that when Jesus comes
again, it's going to usher in the judgment of all humanity.
That's in 2 Peter 3:7, Jude 1:7, a number of other places. So
we're told a good bit about what the day of the Lord, the
Second Coming of Jesus is going to be like.

For the purpose of this lesson | don't just want us to know
that there is the promise of Jesus coming again, you
probably already knew that. I don't just want you to know
all the characteristics that are going to be associated with
that day. What | want us to understand are the day-to-day
implications on our lives, right now, because we have the
promise of the Second Coming.

Paul deals with the second coming of Jesus and he relates it

to the decisions and the attitudes that the Thessalonians

needed to embrace because of the reality of that second

coming. The reason Paul deals so much with the second

coming of Jesus Christ in 1 Thessalonians is because his co-

worker, Timothy, had gone to visit the Christians in

Thessalonica. Timothy came back and reported three basic

things. The Thessalonians

1. Have been persecuted

2 Are standing up well under that persecution.

3. They have been sound in doctrine.

4. They are not given away key elements of the truth.

5 They are concerned about what has happened to those
Christians who have died before the Second
Coming

It's that last part of Timothy's report that gives us the reason
why so much about the promise of the Second Coming is in
this first letter to the church at Thessalonica. The following
are some nuggets from 1 Thessalonians about the Second

eEnyet exel ko Aéet, «Enedn o Kopiog eivarl vmopovetikog,
akplpdg emedn mepyével eamiloviag oOtt Ba épBouvv
TEPLOCOTEPQ, OTY| PETAVOL, U1 VOUILeTe OTL 1| LVTOGYEDT] OEV
glvan exei». (2 Iétpov 3:9)

Kobmg mepvhte amd v Kown Awbnkm, Ooa Ppeite
vrdoyeon Hetd amd vidoyeon Ot o Incovg épyeton Eavda.
Avdapeca oe avtéc TIc vmooyéoelg o Ppeite opiopéva
Tpaypoto mov pog Ponbodv va to katoidfoops. o
TopAdELyHa, HLag Aéve 0Tt kavévag dvtpag oev Egpel mote Bal
givar kabmg o £pbet cov KAEPTNG T vOyTa. (2 T1éTtpov 3:10)

«AMG pnv Egyvate avtd to €va mpdypo, ayomnrtol @ilot:
Mo tov Kvpro o pépa etvar oav yida ypovia kot to yiAio
xpévia etvar cov po pépor. (3:8) Avo otiyor apyotepa,
"AA\G n nuépa tov Kvpiov Ba épbet cav kKAéptng." Avtd
axpimg eivar To 1810 Tpayua mov Aéel T0 1 OeccaroviKeic
5:1, «o Kvproc Oa épbet oav khéetng ™ viyto» o idtog o
Incovg eine «Agv Epo v nuépa | TV ®PO, HOVO O
[Matépag to EEpet avtory. (Matbaiog 24:36)

"Eva amo To mpdypata yio o omoio pmopd va gipat olyovpog

OTOTE £Y® KATOLOV VO LoV el 0Tt EEpet mote 0 Incovg Ha
emotpéyel Eava etvar OTL 0KOV® £€vav YELOOTPOPNTI).
Axov® OAc outd Ta TPAypaTe Yo To TOG (oOuE TIg
terevTaieg pHépec, emoyn M emoyn. O tedevtaieg pépeg
Eexivnoav pe 1N yévvnon g ekkAnciog. Zobue TIC
terevTaieg uépes €00 ko 1.900 ypovia Ko 0 KOGHOG umopel
va teleiwosl andye. O Inoodg pmopel vo emioTpéyel
oNUEPA, OAAG UTOPET ETIONG VO APT)OEL AV TH TN YN VO, oTaOET
1.900 xpévia axoun. AThag dev EEpovie.

Ta dAlo mpdypoata mov mapéyet n Biflog eivar moAdd

YOPOKTNPIOTIKA OV cuvoéovtal L T Agvtépa ITapovaia.

O Iavrog Aéet, tav o Incovg emotpéyel Eava ekeivn )

HeyaAn Ko £vooén nuépa, 6mote pumopel va cupPet Ba givan

0o TN (PIOTIOVIKT] CKOTLA:

6. KdAieoua amd tov id1o tov Koplo

7. M dvvatn evioAn

8. H cdéAmyya tov Oco0

9. Orev Xproto vekpol O avaotnBovv mpdtot

10. Ocor Xpiotiovol givar axopa {mvtavoi ot yn ekeivn
v enoyn, Oa mootobv otov aépa pe tov Kopro ko
TOVG VEKPOVG &v Xplotd mov &yovv ovootndei. (2
Ogocarovikeic 4:16)

O Iadroc pog divel emiong TV TPOOTTIKN TOL ATIGTOV.
«Av10 B cupPet 6tav o Koprog Incoig amoxorvedei and
TOV 0VPOVO GE PAEYOUEVT] POTLA LLE TOVG LOYVPOVG Oy YEAOVG
TOUY.

3. ®a tipwpnoel 66ovg dev yvopilovv Tov Ogd Kot dev
VILAKOVOLY 6TO gvayyEéAlo Tov Kupiov pag Incov.




Coming and the context that Paul uses to show us what we
need to know about day to day living.

1. Paul thanks God for the Thessalonians. (verse 2)

2. He remembers their labor, love and faith. (verse 3)

3. They were a model to all the people in Macedonia.
(verse 7)

4. They turned to God from idols to serve the living and
true God. (verse 9)

5. They wait for his son from heaven whom he raised from
the dead, Jesus, who rescues us from the coming
wrath.

Do you see there at the end of verse 10 that reference to the
Second Coming? Paul says in that context, he says, while
you're waiting for Jesus to come again, | am glad that you've
turned from idols to serve the true and the living God. Here
is the first thing the promise of Jesus' Second Coming should
do for each and every one of us. When it sinks in, when you
and | embrace that concept not just intellectually, but right
here in the heart, you change your lifestyle.

Peter was the one who gave the graphic description about
how Jesus is going to come again how the heavens will
disappear with a roar, the elements will melt underneath the
heat, and the earth will be laid bare. Do you know what he
says in the next verse? "Since everything will be destroyed
in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?" (Verse
11) That's a good question. We know the end. What kind of
people ought we to be? He answers his own question. He
says, "You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look
forward to the day of God and speed its coming."

The promise of Jesus' coming again, motivates us to turn
from worldly interest, worldly behavior, worldly worship,
and to turn to godly interest, godly behavior, godly worship.
Somebody says, "Well, wait a minute, Steve, Jesus hasn't
come yet. It's been almost 2,000 years and he hasn't come so
it may be another 2,000 years. Why do | need to turn to him
now?"

Before that question can be answered you realize how
foolish it is and how simple the answer is. If you and | surely
know a basic axiom of life, it's this: The decisions you make
now determine your destiny later. Isn't that right?

The decisions you make now determine your destiny later.
If a student is a sophomore in high school and that student
wants to go to college, that student has to make a decision
right then to take a certain curriculum that will allow him or
her to be able to enroll in higher education. If a student starts
college, that freshman, if he wants to be a physician one day,
has to make a decision right then to engage in a certain
curriculum and to do rather well in that curriculum, or he is
not going to have a chance to go to medical school.

4, Qo tympnbodv pe UL OOVIO KOTAGTPOON Kot Bo
OTOKAEIGTOVV atd TNV Topovasio Tov Kvpiov kot amd to
peyaAeio g duvapng Tov. (2 ®eococalovikeig 1:7)

To 510 yeyovog meptypdpetal amd d00 EVTOva SLOPOPETIKES
avTiAnyels, enewdn eketvn n nuépa Ba powaler apketd
SloQopeTIKN avaroya pe TOo av glote N Oyt €vag VITAKOVOG
MOTOG oL eUmeTeLETAL TOV K¥pro Incov Xpio1o.

Mog Aéve oAdob otn ['pagn 6t1 6tav o Kopiog £pbet Eavd,
o1 ovpavoi Ba e&apavioTody pe Bpoynoud, to ctoyyeio Oa
KOTAGTPAPOVV amd T Tid, 1) YN Ba Eeokemaotel, auTo pog
Aéyetan oto B' [1étpov 3:10. Mag Aéve 611 dtav Eavépbet o
Incovg, Ba soaydysl v kpion O6Ang g avlpondmrag.
Avtd givan oto 2 Tlétpov 3:7, Tovda 1:7, oe mOALL GALQ
pnépn. Mag Aéve Aoudv Aiya Tpdypata yuo to Tog Oa elvarn
nuépa tov Kupiov, n Agutépa [apovsio tov Incov.

INa Tovg 6KOTOVG W TV TOV HAONUETOC deV BEA® OTADG Va.
yvopilooue 6t VEApyeL N VEdcoKESN ToL Incov va £pbet
Eavéd, mBavag To yvopilote NON. Aev B povo va EEpelg
OAOL TOL YOPOKTINPIOTIKA OV TPOKELTOL Vo cuvdehovv e
gkeivn Vv nuépa. Avtd mov 0EAm va katodldfovpe eivat ot
kafOnuepvég emmntdoelg ot {ON pOg, avTH TN OTLYUR,
emedN Eyovpe TV vooyeon g Aevtépag [lapovaoiag.

O IMavAog acyoleiton pe ™ dedtepn €hevon tov Incod ko

TN oLoYETICEL e TIG AMOPACELS KO TIG CUUTEPLPOPES TOV

énpeme va viobetnoovv ot BOeccalovikeic AdY® NG

TPAYULOTIKOTNTAG AVTNG TG de0TEPNS Tapovsiog. O Adyog

7ov o [Tawdog acyoleitol 1060 TOAD Ue TN devTEPN EAEvON

Tov Inocov Xpiotov oty A" Oeccalovikeic eival emedn o

ouvepyarng tov, o Tyobeoc, eiye mhel vo emiokeTel TOVG

Xprotiavovg ot Osocarovikn. O Tinobeog enéotpeye kot

avépepe tpio facikd tpdyupota. Ot OcccaloviKeig

"Eyovv d1wyOel

21éKovtol Ko KATm and autr] T Simén.

Yrhp&av vyieig 6to doyua.

Agv toug yapilovtor Pacikd otoryeio g ainbetog.

Avnouvyobv v to Tt €xel cvpPel oe ekeivovg ToLg
Xpiotiovovg mov €xovv meBdver mpwv amd
Agvtépa [Tapovoia

arwdPE

Eivai avto to tedevtaio puépog g avapopdc tov Tiyuobeov
7oV pog 6ivel Tov AOYO Y10 TOV OTTO10 VITAPYOLY TOCH TOAAN
vy v vrdoyeon s Agvtépag Ilapovciag oe avt) v
TPAOTY EMOTOAN TPOC TNV ekkKAncio g Oeccarovikng.
AxoArovBolv pepud ynypata omd v A" Oeccolovikéwmv
oyetikd pe t Aevtépa llapovoic kot to mAaiclo Tov
ypnowonotel o ITaviog yi vo, pog ogi&el TL mpémel va

yvopifovue yio v Kadnuepwn {on.

6. O ITavlog evyapiotei Tov Ogd Yo T0VC OEGCAAOVIKEIC.
(otixog 2)

7. Oupdtor ToV KOTO, TNV OyOmN Kol TNV WOoTN TOLG.
(otiyoc 3)




If I choose to commit a felony right now, then I'm reserving
my place in the Folsom Hilton. Isn't that right? Because we
want or don't want a certain destiny, we will make the
appropriate choices right now. That's the way life is. The
biggest of all destinies and the biggest of all choices is: If |
want to meet the Lord in the air, before the fire and the
brimstone, | need to make choices about my lifestyle right
now.

"For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we
will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes?
Is it not you? Indeed, you are our glory and joy." (1
Thessalonians 2:19-20) You may have never read those
words before, or really never let them sink in. Paul said,
when the Lord comes again, I'm going to receive a crown.
He said, you, Thessalonians, are that crown. The Greek
word for crown could be used one of two ways, sometimes
they use it to refer to a symbol of royalty, you know, a crown
on the head of a king or a queen, but they also use it to refer
to a crown of victory, the award that an athlete would receive
after winning a contest. Well, Paul is alluding to the latter.

He says, "When | stand with Christ in the air at his second
coming, and | see you Christians at Thessalonica joining me
in the air, that is going to be my crown. That is going to be
the greatest reward | ever received, that you are redeemed
with me.”

Here's the second implication of the Second Coming of
Jesus: | want to take somebody with me. In fact, | don't just
want to take somebody with me, | want to take several
people with me. | want to take my whole family. | don't want
anybody to be left out. I'm talking about my biological
family, my physical family. | want to take my friends, | want
to take every friend I know. | want to take all of you with
me. | want to do something, anything to influence you to
make that journey with me in the air.

The reason we have prepared this lesson is because we want
to say something that will move you to obey the gospel so
that you will go with us. If you've ever won someone to
Christ, you know a joy that's absolutely unique. There is no
greater feeling, there is no greater satisfaction. But listen to
me, even that joy will pale beside the joy that you'll feel
when you join the Lord in the air and you look across the
sky, and you see the face of someone that you influenced for
Christ. You see knowing that there is going to be a Second
Coming, tells me I need to be looking out for other people
spiritually.

Paul states in chapter 3, that the Second Coming of Jesus
affects our relationships. Read with me verses 12 and 13
from 1 Thessalonians 3. "May the Lord make your love
increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else,
just as ours does for you. May he strengthen your hearts so
that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our

8. Amotéhecov TPOTLTO Y10. OAOVG TOVG AVOPOTOVG ot
Maoakedovia. (otiyoc 7)

9. TI'Ypwoav otov Ogd amd €8m0 Yo VO VNPETICOVY TOV
Covtavo kot aAndwvo O¢o. (otiyog 9)

10. [epévovv oV Y10 TOVL OO TOV OVPAVO, TOV OTOI0
avéoTnoe omd ToVG VEKPOUE, Tov INGol, mov pog calet
amo Vv emepyOLEVT] OpYT.

BAémete exel oto téhog TovL oTiYov 10 va avagépetal M
Agvtépa Ilapovoia; O ITavrog Aéetl og avtd TO TAIG10, AEEL,
eva mepipévete Tov Incot va EavdpBet, yaipopot Tov €xete
amopoakpuvlel omd to €ld®AN YO VO, VINPETACETE TOV
aAnBwo kot Lovtavd Oed. Edd givar o mpdTo mpdypo mov
mpéneL va Kavel 1 vooyeom ¢ Agvtépag [lapovaiag tov
Incov i tov kabéva amd epdg. Otav Pubileton, dtav €6V
Kol ey® evotepvilopoote avthv v évvown Oyt udvo
Sdtovontikd, aAld akpiPds £dd oty Kapdld, oAralelg Tov
Tpomo NG Gov.

O ITétpog NTov aVToOG TOL £6MGE T YPOPIKT TEPLYPADT] Y10,
10 TG 0 Inoovg Tpokettal va Eavaphetl Tmg o1 ovpavol Ha
eEapaviotovv pe éva Ppuynduo, ta otoyeio o Mdcovv
Kéto and tn (Eotn kKo 1 yn Ba Eeokemaotel. Eépelg TL Aéel
GTOV ETOUEVO OTiYO; "APoD OAn O KATAGTPUPOHV JE AVTOV
ToV TpOTO, T1 £idovg avBpwmnot Ba énpene va elote;" (Xtiyog
11) Avtn givar pa ko epdnon. To éhog To Eépoupe. Tt
gidovg avOpamol mpénel va sipoote; O id10g¢ amavtd oty
gpmtnon tov. Aéet «Ilpénetl va Leite ayio kot evoePn {on
KkaOdg TpocPAénete otV NUEPA TOV BEOV Kot EMITUYOVETE
TOV EPYOLLO TNGY.

H vrdoyeon tov gpyopov tov Incov Eavd, pog mapaxivel vo
OTPOPOVUE OO TO EYKOGHIO GUUOEPOV, TNV KOGLUKN
GUUTEPLPOPA, TNV KOCUIKT AQTPEIN KOl VO GTPAPOVLE GTO
Oeooefn] ocvppépov, ot Beocefny ovumepipopd, ot
Ogooepn) Aatpeio. Kdmolog Aéet, "Aowov, mepipeve, TP, o
Incovg dev €xet épbet axopa. Exyovv nepdoet oyedov 2.000
xpoVio Kot dev €xel €pbet, omoTe pmopel vo mepdoovy dAla
2.000 ypovia. ati mpémnet va oTpap®d o€ avtdv TOpa;”

[Ipwv oamavinBel avty n gpdTNON, CLVEWONTOMOLEIS TOGO
avonTo givat kot T6co amin eivarn amavimon. Edv eceic kot
eYo oiyovpa yvopilovpe éva Pacikd aliopa g Long, sival
10 €&Ng Ot amogdoelg mov maipvete tdpa kabopilovv
poipa cog apydtepa. Aev givor £T6t;

O1 amo@doelg Tov maipvete Tdpo. kabopilovv ™ poipa cog
apyotepa. Edv évag pabnthig eivolr devtepoetic 6To
YOUVAG1O Kol oVTOG 0 pabntig 0éAel va mhel 6To KoAEy1o,
oVTOG 0 LOBNTNG TPEMEL VAL TTAPEL L0, OTOPACT) AUECHOC LETAL
Vo aKoAoVONoEL v GUYKEKPIUEVO TTPOYPOAULE GTTOVODV
mov Bo Tov emTpéyel vo gyypopel oty TpLtoPadua
ekmaidevon. Eqv évag pottntig Eekiviogl To KOAEY10, QVTOG
0 TPMOTOETNG, av BEAEL Vo yivel ylotpOg pia uépa, TPEMEL VL
TOPEL 10, AmOPOOT] OUECOS LETA VO, GUUUETAGYEL GE £Vl
GUYKEKPIUEVO TPOYPOUUO CTOLOMV KOl VO TO. TTOEL OPKETEL




God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes (see there's the
Second Coming) with all his holy ones." Verse 12, here's the
implication: Jesus is coming again, so you make sure that
your love overflows for other Christians and everybody else
you contact. See, that's the main thing.

D. L. Moody once said something that I've always
remembered. He said, "The main thing I've learned in my
life, is that the main thing is to concentrate on the main
thing." Do you know what the main thing is? If you don',
Jesus tells you. He said, the main thing is to love the Lord
your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind. And
the second main thing is likened to it. It is to love your
neighbor as yourself. Knowing that Jesus is coming again,
tells me | dare not forget those main things, how about you?

"If anyone says, 'l love God," yet hates his brother, is a liar."”
(1 John 4:20) Is that blunt or what? | mean is that to the
point? He goes on in that same verse and says, "For anyone
who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot
love God, whom he has not seen."” I'll tell you something that
is impossible, absolutely impossible. To love God and to
have several hateful relationships with your fellow man. Do
you hear that? Don't say you're doing it, because you're not.
Don't claim to be a faithful Christian and have relationships
full of jealousy, envy, hatred, and strife. John says, "If you
can't love your brother whom you have seen, how can you
love God whom you've not seen?" Paul said, in light of the
Second Coming of Christ, | want to get my relationships in
order. | really want to love the people around me.

"Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those
who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have
no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so
we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have
fallen asleep in him." (Verses 13 and 14)

This was really the primary reason that Paul wrote the book
of 1 Thessalonians. The Second Coming insures life beyond
the grave. It's interesting that in Thessalonica they had
discovered among the ruins there a stone that had this
inscription. They don't know if it was a part of the building,
or if it was erected over a grave, who knows? But the stone
says this: "After death, no reviving. After the grave, no
meeting again."

Now think about that. Those early Christians could have
walked by that inscription, read it and thought is that right.
After death, no reviving. After the grave, no meeting again."
What about my dad, what about my mom, what about my
brother and sister, what about my wife, what about the little
child I put in the grave?

Paul says in chapter 4, "Because Jesus is coming back again,
don't you worry about them." If a man has lived in Christ,
then when he dies, he has died in Christ. Even when he's

KOAQ 6€ aUTO TO TPOYPALLLN CTOVIMV, JAPOPETIKA OV Bal
€YEL TNV EVKPIO VO TAEL GTIV WOTPLKT OYOAN.

Av emAéE® va SlamplEm KakoVPyNLLO OVTH T OTLYUN, TOTE
Kkpatdw TN Béon pov oto Folsom Hilton. Agv givan étoy;
Ene1dn 8éhovpe 1 dev B€hovpe pia cuykekpipévn poipa, Oa
Kavouue TG KaTaAANAeG emAoYEg apécwns Todpa. Etot eivan
N (oM. To peyoAddtepo amd OAO. TO TEMPOUEVE KOl 1)
UEYOADTEPN amO OAEG TS €MAOYEG eivar Av 0éhm va
ouvvavtno® tov Koptlo otov aépa, Tptv omd 11 eoTid Kot T0
Be1dpL, Tpémel va Kavo emAoyEC Yo Tov Tpomo Cm1g Hov
oTH TN OTLYLA.

"Aw0TL oo lvan 1 EATIdN pag, M XopE LAG 1) TO CTEUUA LE
to omoilo Ba do&dcovpe gvomov tov Kvpiov pog Incoo,
otav avtog épbet; Aev elote eoelg; AMNOeta, eoeig giote 1
d0&a kot n yopd pag." (1 @sooarovikeig 2:19-20) Mropei
vo unv €yete dwoPfacel moté ovtég TG AEEElg WPV M
TPAYUOTIKA Vo unv Tig apnoete moté va Puvbictovv. O
Iavrog eine, dtav o Koprog épbet Eava, Oa mhpo €va
otéppo. Eine, eogic o1 ®@ecoarovikeig eloTe avTO TO GTEUUA.
H eldnmvin AéEn vy to otéppo Bo pumopovce va
ypnowonombel pe Vo TpdmoOvg, pePKEG POPEG TN
YPNOILOTOOVV  yio. va, avaeepbovy e éva cOUPoAo
Bactieiog, Eépete, €va oTEUNO 0TO KEPAA evOg Paciitd 1
pog Pacidooag, oAAd TO YPNCYOTOOVV EMIONG Yo VO
avaeepBodv cg évo otéupa g vikng, to PpapPeio mov OHa
Enoupve évag abAnTg Letd ) vikn o€ évav aymdva. Aomdv,
o [TowAog vravicoetol To TeAevTaio.

Aéget, "Otav otékopon pe tov Xprotd otov agpa KoTd T
devtepn mapovsio Tov, Kot odg PAET® Tovg XPLoTIovog
ot Oeocorovikn va evaveote nali pov otov aépa, avtd Oa
glvar to otéppa pov. Avtr Oa givoarn peyodvtepn aviapolpn
7ov éhafa moté, 6TL AvtpmOnKeg pali povy.

Ed® etvan 1 devtepm ovvéneia tng Asutépag [Tapovaiog tov
Incov: @éhw va wipw «amoov poall pov. Xy
TpaypotikoTnTa, gV 0Ehm amidg vo mapm kdmolov pall
pov, BéA® va Tapw moAld dropa pall pov. OEhm va mhpw
OAN pov v owoyévela. Aev BEA® va peivel kaveig an' €€w.
MLd® Yo T PLOAOYIKT HOV OIKOYEVELD, TN QUOIKT HOV
owoyévela. OEAm va Tap® Tovg eilovg pov, BEAm va Tap®
Kk60e oiho mov Efpw. OEAm va o Tapm Olovg pall pov.
O&A® Vo KAV® KATL, OTIONTOTE Y10, VO GE EXNPEAGEL Y10 VO,
Kévelg avto to Ta&id pali pov otov aépa.

O Aoyoc mov etoludoaps owtd TOo UAONUo elvarl €mEdN
O¢élovpe vo movpe kdti mov B GOC VTOKIVNAGEL v
VRLOKOVGETE GTO evAYYEMO, dote va tdte poll pag. Av éyete
Kepdioel moTé KAmOoV 6ToV Xp1otd, EEPETE WL YOPA TOV
glval  amoAOTOG povadKh. Agv  LIAPYEL UEYOAVTEPO
cuvaicOnua, dev vdpyel peyolvtepn Kavomoinon. AAAG
GKovGé pe, akduUn Kot anTh 1 Yopa Oa wypld dimho ot yopd
mov Ba vimoelg 0tov evmbeig pe Tov Koplo atov aépa kot
Kowtdéelg mépa amd TOV ovpavd Kol O TO TPOCHOTO




dead, he's still in Christ and when Jesus comes again, he will
rise in Christ.

Romans 8:35 is one of the great questions in the Bible,
"What shall separate us from the love of Christ?" Then Paul
gives the answer. Nothing. "Neither death or life." (Verse
38) Just because you die doesn't mean you're out of the Lord.
That same passage says, "When Jesus comes again, the dead
in Christ will rise all over the world to meet him in the air."
| can't wait to see that, can you? From Alaska to Argentina,
from Bulgaria to Bolivia, from Chile to Chicago, from
Denver to Denmark, from Edinboro to Ethiopia, and every
person in Christ is going to be up in the air being changed
and transformed. The question is: Will you be there? Will
you be among the dead in Christ? | am, and it's going to be
a beautiful place.

The doctrine of the Second Coming of Jesus is not just some
archaic intellectual promise that makes no difference in your
life. It makes all the difference in your life. It makes a
difference about every decision you make about the course
of your life. It makes a difference about every relationship
you have. It makes a difference about what you share with
other people. And it makes a difference about how you face
death, both your own and those closest to you. It is truly one

of the greatest promises in the Bible. Amazing Grace #1168 -Steve
Flatt, July 17, 1994

Promise for Overcoming Temptation

"No temptation has seized you except what is common to
man. And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted
beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, He
will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under
it." (1 Corinthians 10:13)

How's that for a great promise? I'm not sure offhand if I can
think of a better promise anywhere in the entire Bible. It's
the most universal promise | know because everyone of us
is tempted, aren't we?

Let's think about temptation for a moment before we really
delve into that promise and all that it means. Mark Anthony,
the famous philosopher, scholar, warrior, and statesman, the
one who was the suitor of Cleopatra, a man who was almost
without "peer" in history. His tutor once said, "O Marcus, O
colossal child, able to conquer the world, but unable to resist
the temptation.” | have a feeling that assessment doesn't only
describe Mark Anthony, how about you?

Kémoov mov emmpedoate Yoo tov Xplotd. BAémete 6Ot
yvopilovtog 0tL Tpodkettal vo vadpéet Agvtépa Iapovaia,
HOV A£EEL OTL MPEMEL VO TPOGEY® TOVG AAAOVLE AvOP®TOVC
TVEVLLOTIKAL.

O Tlaodrog dnimver oto kepdiao 3, OtL 1 Agvtépa
[apovsio Tov Incod emnpedletl Tig oxéoels pog. Aafdote
padi pov toug otiyoug 12 kot 13 and v A" Oeccarovikeic
3. «Eibe o Kvplog va avénoet ko va Egyethioel v aydmn
G0G 0 évag Yo Tov dALoV Kot Yoo OAOVG TOVG GAAOVG, OTTMG
Ka@vel 1 dwkn pog yio €cds. Eibe va duvaudoet tig Kapdiég
G0 OOTE VA €l0TE QUEUTTOL KOL (Y10l GTNV TTAPOLGIN TOV
®eov kot Iatépa pag, dtav épber o Koprog pag Incotg
(oeite 611 vrdpyer n Asvtépa IMapovsio) pe 6Alovg Tovg
ayiovg Touy. Xtiyog 12, €dd givar to cvumépacpa: O Incovg
épyeton Eava, omote Ppovtiote va Eeyelhioel n aydmn cag
Y10l TOVG GAAOLG XPLoTIOVOUG KOt OAOVS TOLG BALOVG LLE TOVG
omoiovg emkowvwveite. BAémete, avtd eivalr 1o KOPLO

TPAYLLOL.

O DL Moody eine kdnote kdti mov mavta Bopopovy. Eine,
«To x0pro mpdypo mov &xm pnabet otn Lon pov, eivar 6Tt T0
KOP10 TPdya £ival VoL GUYKEVTPMVOLLOL GTO KOPLO TPAYLLON.
Eépeig moto ivar to Paociko; Edv dev to kdvete, Gog AL 0
Incovg. Eine, to kdpro mpdyupa givar va ayamag tov Kopro
Tov ®gd cov pe OAN GOV TNV Kapdd, TNV Yuyr, Tn dVVOU
Kol to pooAd ocov. Kot 1o dedtepo kvplo  mpdypo
mapopotdleton pe avtd. Eivor va ayamdg tov minciov cov
omwg Tov €antd cov. I'vopilovtag 6tL 0o Incovg épyetan
Eavd, pov Aéel 6tL dev ToAU® va Eexdom avtd ta KOpLo
Tpayparto, Tt 0o Aéyote yio €64G;

«AvV KOTO10G TTEL «ayon®d ToV Od», OAAG LGEL TOV AdEAPO
Tov, givar yeumoy. (1 Iwdvvn 4:20) Eivar avtd opd v ti;
&0 va o elvar avtd oto onpeio; Xvveyiler oto id10
€00p10 Kot Aéel: «Emeldn 6mo1og dev ayamd Tov adeApO Tov,
Tov omoio &xel Ogl, dgv umopel vo ayamnoel tov Ogd, Tov
omoio dgv £xel dew. Bo cog mw kATl OV glvar advvarto,
amoAVTOC adVVaTo. Na ayartdc tov Ogd Kot vo EXEIC OPKETEC
oyéoelg picovg ue tov cuvdvlpmmd cov. To akodg avtd?
Mnv me1g 611 To KAVELS, Yiati 0gv T0 Kavels. Mnv ioyvpileote
OTL €l0TE MOTOG YPLOTIOVOG Kot EYETE GYEGELS YEHATES CNAa,
©06vo, picog kar otapdyes. O Iodvvng Aéet, «Av dev pmopeig
VO 0yOTNGELS TOV adEAPO GOV OV €)ELG OEL, TG UTOPELS VA
ayonnoelg Tov Bed mov dev Tov €xelg oy O IMaviog eime,
V7o 10 PG TG Agvtépag [Tapovasiog Tov Xpiotov, O0EAm va
BaAiw o TaEN TIg OYETELS HOV.

"Adépoia, dev BELOLLLE VO alyVOELTE ALTODG TOV KOLLOVVTAL,
00Te Vo Avmdote OmWOG Ol VTOAOITOL AVOPOTOL, TOL deV
&yovv kopia ehmido. ITiotevovpe 611 0 Incovg méBave Ko
avaothonke kot £tol miotevovpe 0Tl 0 Ogdg Ba Pépet pali
TOV aVTOVG oL €Yovv amokolunel péco tovy. (Xtiyor 13
Kot 14)




Temptations are certain - The first thing we can say
without any doubt is that temptations are certain. A
temptation is a trap that's set before you by Satan. It's his
lure to get you to sin.

We usually think of temptations as very negative things,
because they lead us to that which is our destruction. But
quite frankly, temptations are almost always packaged very,
very attractively.

Do you know the difference between a trial and a
temptation?

James, the half brother of Jesus, makes that clear. He says,
“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials
of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your
faith develops perseverance.” (James 1:2-3) Therefore, a test
(trial) is that which is allowed upon you or even sent upon
you by God for your character development.

But in that same chapter down at verse 13, James says
“When tempted, no one should say, ‘God is tempting me.’
For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He tempt
anyone.”

You see temptations are sent by Satan for your devastation.
Tests are sent by God for our development. Temptations are
by designed for our devastation. As long as the devil's
around, there will be temptations. You know the old adage
that there are two certainties, death and taxes, right? Well,
there really is at least one more. There will always be
temptation. No one is exempt, not the young, not the old, not
the educated, not the uneducated, not male, not female, not
black and not white. | don't care how many years or how
closely you've walked with God you will not be immune
from temptation. In fact let's debunk that myth right now.

There are a lot of people who believe the more spiritual you
are the more you will begin to vindicate and abstain yourself
from temptations. It's not true.

Look at the children of Israel, God's chosen people back in
the days of the Exodus when Moses led them out. Look at
the spiritual privileges and blessings that they had.

Paul says in verse one, “For I do not want you to be ignorant
of the fact, brothers, that our forefathers were all under the
cloud and that they all passed through the sea. They were all
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. They all ate
the same spiritual food and drank the same spiritual drink,
for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied
them, and that rock was Christ.” (1 Corinthians 10:1-4)

Do you see all the advantages they had? They had the cloud,
they followed it. They had the food from God. They drank

Avtdg Ty Tpaypatikd o mpwtapyikods Adyog mov o ITavdog
&ypaye to Pipiio g A' mpog Oecoarovikeic. H Agvtépa
Mapovoio acpariler ) Lon népa and tov tdpo. Eivor
evolapépov 0Tl o1 Bgocolovikn elyov  avakaAdyeL
avdueca ota epeima ekel o métpa mov glye avtny TV
emypan. Aev EEpovv av fTav PLEPOG TOV KTIPiov, ) oV TV
OTNUEVO VM OO TAPO, Tolog EEpeL; AALG M TTETPaL Aéel
avtd: "Metd to Bdvato, Oyt avaPioon. Metd tov theo,
kapio cuvavinon Eava."

Topoa okepteite t0o. Avtoi ot mpmtor Xpiotiovoi Ha
UTOpoVGOY VO TEPACOVY OO OVTHYV TNV ETLYPOAY|, VO, TN
Sapdoovv Kot va okepToHv 0Tt Eival cwotd. Metd Bdvatov,
kapio avaPioon. Metd tov 1aeo, Kapio cuvavinon Eavd."
T yiveton pe Tov UTOUTA LoV, TN LA LoV, TOV 0OEPPO Kol
TNV adePPN LoV, TN YUVOIKQ L0V, TLYIVETOL [LE TO PIKPO TTadi
7ov £Boda 6TOV TAPO;

O Iladrog Aéer o100 kepdhowo 4, «Emedn o Incoig
emotpépel Eava, Unv avnouyeite yio avtovgy. Edav évag
avOpmmog £xel (Noetl ev Xplotd, 10TE OTOV TTEDAVEL, £)EL
nebdvel ev Xplotd. Axoun kol 6tav givor vekpdg, sivor
axopo gv Xpot® kol 6tov o Incovg €pbet Eovd, Oa
avaotnfel ev Xplotm.

To &dagio mpog Popaiovg 8:35 eivan éva amd to peydia
gpotparta ¢ BifAov, "Tt o pog yopicel amd v oydmn
tov Xprotov;" Tote o [TavAog diver v amdvinon. Tinota.
«Ov71e Bavartog ovte {on». (Ztiyxog 38) To 611 Tebaivelg dev
onuaivel 0Tt gical E€m amd tov Kvpro. To idto andcmacua
Aéet, «Otav o Inoovg €pbet Eavd, ot vekpol ev Xplotd Oa
avaotnfovv o 6A0 TOV KOGLO Y10 VO TOV GUVOAVTI|GOLV GTOV
aépay. Avomouovd va to 0w, umopeic; Ao v AAGoKa
péxpt v Apyevivi, and ) BovAiyapio ot BolPia, amod
™ X1\ oto Zikdyo, amd 1o NtévPep ot Aavia, amd 10
Edwumdépo oty Atbomia, kot kdOe dtopo ev Xpiotd Oa gival
oToV aépa oAAalel kot petapope@vetal. To epdTNUa Eivat:
Ba gicot exel; Oa eloot avapesa 6Tovg ev Xplot® vekpoLg;
Eipat, kou Ba etvon éva dpopeo pépog.

To 86yua g Agvtépag Ilapovsiag Tov Incov dev eival
ATAMG KATOL0L 0Py OTKT] SIVONTIKT VITOGYEGT TTOL OEV KAVEL
Kapia dtapopd otn Lon cac. Kavel 6An m dapopd ot {on
oov. Kavel dapopd oe k60e amd@aon mov maipveTe yo TNV
mopeia g Long coc. Kdaver m dwpopd og kébe oyéomn mov
éxete. 'Exel owapopd oto 11 popalecor pe  GAlovg
avOpomovs. Kat €yel dtapopd 610 MG avTipeTomilelg Tov
0avoato, 1060 ToV d1kd GOV OGO Kol TOVG 7O KOVTIVOVG GOV
avOpomove. Eivor mpaypotikd po omd Tig UeyoADTEPEC
vrooyéoelg otn BifAho.Amazing Grace #1168 -Steve Flatt, 17 Tovkiov
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the water given to them by God. Paul said Christ himself
was accompanying them. "Nevertheless, God was not
pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered over
the desert." (vs. 5) That's one of the great understatements
in the Bible. God was only pleased with two of them out of
about two million. Why? They fell victim to temptation.
Temptations are certain.

Temptations are common — Though they come in
different guises, Satan uses the same basic ploys on all of us.

We're told some of the temptations that the children of Israel
kept falling victim to. “Do not be idolaters, as some of them
were; as it is written: ‘The people sat down to eat and drink
and got up to indulge in pagan revelry’.” (vs. 7) Now
idolatry is simply putting something in God's place, giving
some object his preeminence and his status. It’s true today
as much as it was in the days of the Israelites. It flourished
in Paul's day. It's a common temptation.

He said they fell victim to sexual immorality. Not much has
changed, has it? It's a common temptation. (vs.8)

"We should not test the Lord, as some of them did" (vs. 9)
It's the idea of trying to put God on the spot, playing games
with him, testing his patience and taking liberties with his
mercies. The children of Israel did that and oh so many
people do that now.

“Do not grumble, as some of them did - and were killed by
the destroying angel.” (vs. 10) That may be the greatest
temptation facing believers then and now. What I'm trying
to get you to see is, every temptation that Paul cited among
the Israelites was present in his day 1,600 years later, and
those same temptations are present right now 1,900 years
after Paul. Idolatry, immorality, arrogance, discontentment;
you boil it down and we, humanity, share the same basic
temptations. Nothing has changed.

The Apostle John says in 1 John 2:16 that you can take all
the temptations and the sins they lead to, and group them
into one of three categories: (1) lust of the flesh, (2) lust of
the eyes and (3) pride of life. But "No temptation has seized
you (listen) except what is common to man." (1 Corinthians
10:13)

Common pattern - James tells us the pattern. "Each one
is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away
and enticed.” (1 John 1:14) The Greek word that's used there
for enticed is a fishing term. It doesn't take much
imagination to see the principle does it? I'm not a very good
fisherman, but I understand the concept.

You take a hook, but you don't just throw the hook in the
water, do you? You've got to put something out there called

Yrnooxeon unépBaong Tou MELPACHOU

"Kavévag melpacpog dev o€ €mOcE Topd HLOVO aVTO OV
glvar Koo ya tov dvBpmmo. Kot o ®edg givar motog, dev
0o ce agpnoel va mepooteic mépa and 0,TL umopeic va
avté€els. AMAG OTOV UTTEIS GTOV TTEPAGLO, B ddoeL niong
pia 81€€0d0 Yo va onkmbeic kdtm amo avtd." (1 KopvBiovg
10:13)

log eivor avtd yio pa peyddn vrdoyeon; Aev eipon
Glyovpog av UTOPd VO OKEPTM W10 KOAVTEPT VTOGYECT
omovdnmote oe oAoKANPT TN Bifro. Eival n wo kaboiwn
VIOGYEST IOV EEPM YroTi OAOL LaG UTTOEVOUV GTOV TEWPAGUO,
£101 dev giva

Ag oxeptovpe Yo Alyo Tov TEPASUO TpoTov gpfadivovpie
TPAYUOTIKA GE OLTHY TNV VIOGYEST KOl OAQ OGO, GNUaivEL
Mark Anthony, 0 d1donHOC PIAOGOPOC, AOYI0C, TOAEUGTIG
KOl TOMTIKOG, OLTOG TOL MtV O  UVNOTHPOG 1TNg
KAeomdtpag, evog avBpodmov mov MoV oYedOV Ywpig
«opoTIHo» oty totopia. O ddokorog Tov gime kamote: «L2
Méipkovg, ® KOAOGGLOi0 adl, IKOVO VO KOTAKTNGELS TOV
KOGHO0, 0AAG avikavo va avtioTabeic otov melpacuo». Exo
v aicnon 6t n aloldynon dev mEPLYpAPEL HOVO TOV
Mark Anthony, Tt Aéte Y10 €64G;

O1 neipacyoi gival giyoupol -To tpdTo Tpdypa Tov
umopovpe vo. movpe yopig Kapio apugiBoria givar 6Tl ot
nelpacpol gival oiyovpot. O melpacpog ival pia Toyido wov
GTIVETOL UTPOoTA 6oL amd Tov Zotavd. Eival o déheap tov
Vo G€ KAVEL VO OLOPTIOELS.

2uvi0®G CKEPTOUAOTE TOVG TEPUGUOVS MG TOAD APV TIKE
TpAypaTo, Yyti pog odnyodv oe ovtd mov eivar 1
KOTAGTPOON MHOC. AAAG €AMKPIVA, Ol TEPACUOL GYEGOV
mhvto cuoKeLALoVTAL TOAD, TOAD EAKVOTIKA.

I'vopilete ) Swpopd petald dokipaciog Kot Tepacuov;

O ldxwpog, o etepobaing adelpdc tov Incov, to Kdvel
EexaBapo. Aéet: «Na Oempeite kabBapn yapd, aderpoi pov,
Kké0e popd mov avtipeTonilete SoKIPAGIEG TOADY EODV,
vl Epete OTL M doKun NG WOTNG O0g AVOTTOGGEL
empovipy. (lokdPov 1:2-3) Emopévog, po dokipocio
(dokiun) elvor QLT TOV EMITPEMETAL GE EGAG 1| KOO KO
cog otéAvetor amd Ttov B®ed Yo v ovamtuEn Tov
YOPOKTPO GOG.

AMG 670 1010 KeQAAAO KATM 6T0 €0Gplo 13, o ldxmPog
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"O O¢gog pe mepdlel”. Iati o ®edg dev pmopet va dereaotel
Ao TO KOkO, 00TE TEPALEL KOVEVAVY.

BA\énete o1 mepaocuol otéAvovion amd Tov Xatova Yo TNV
KkataoTpon cag. Ta teot oTéAvovTal omd tov g yia TNV




bait, or we even call it a lure. That's an appropriate name.
You see it has to be just the right one for a bass if you're
going after a bass or just the right one for a trout if you're
fishing for trout. When that thing hits the water, you make it
attractive, and you pull on it and you twitch it and you get
the attention. Until finally so caught up by their own desire
for food, the fish hits it. James says that's exactly the way it
is between Satan and us. Sure enough, the devil uses the
same old bait on all of us, and he keeps reeling us in.

Temptations are crafty. So, if you think you are
standing firm, be careful that you don't fall! (1 Corinthians
10:12) Oh be careful, temptations are so crafty. If you think
you've got some kind of spiritual status, you're beyond all
that now and you know your maturity level has taken you to
a whole sphere where you don't worry about falling to
temptation. Bam! You're on your way down. In fact, we're
told in the Bible that pride goes before a fall. (Proverbs
16:18)

The Pharisees caught themselves in that trap. They thought
they were so obedient they were beyond sin and they didn't
even recognize the fact that they were wallowing in it. You
never climb too high, you never run too far. Be very, very
careful about throwing stones at someone else who has
fallen victim to temptation, because your time might be next.
Now have | scared you enough about temptation? Surely |
have. It's certain, it's common and it's crafty. But here is
the best news, and this is our promise. Temptation is
conquerable. It really is.

Temptation is conquerable - “No temptation has
seized you except what is common to man. And God is
faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can
bear. But when you are tempted, He will also provide a way
out so that you can stand up under it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13)

That passage tells us several things.

1. Our God is faithful. He's not going to desert you when
temptation surrounds you. He's not going to let you
down. He's right there where He's always been and you
can count on Him. You can count on Him to do what?
You can count on Him to do things that are extremely
important. He will keep that temptation within limits
and boundaries. Now mark that down.

a. Asstrong as they seem at times, temptations are not
limitless. They are bounded by God's power.
Remember they are orchestrated by Satan, they're
not random. Temptations are like bait to a fish,
luring us to sin. But remember that God is stronger,
wiser, and ultimately going to defeat Satan. Nothing
that Satan uses as a ploy against us escapes God's
notice, nor does it supersede his power.

b. God knows the power of every temptation. He
knows each person’s limitations are different and
the power of each and every temptation. He will not

avamtuén pag. O mepacpol givor oyedacpévol yoo TV
kataotpoe poc. Oco o didPforog eivar tpydpw, Oa
vrapyovv mepacpol. 'vopilete v mold mopopio 6Tl
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Aowmov, VTAPYEL TPAYUOTIKE TOVAQYIGTOV £va. aKOT).
[évta Ba vrapyet tepaouods. Kaveic dev e&atpeitat, 00te ot
VEOL, OVTE Ol MAIKI®WUEVOL, OVTE Ol LOPPOUEVOL, OUTE Ol
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®edg Nrav gvyapotnuévos povo pe 600 amd ovtd amd To
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0€ OLOPOPETIKEG LOPPEC, O TATOVAC XPNOLLOTOLEL TaL 010!
Bacikd kOATO 68 OAOVG pag.

Mog Aéve puepikohs amd ToVG TEWPAGIOVG GTOVS OTTOTIOVS TA.
7aold tov Iopank cuvvéyicav vo, méptovy Bvuata. «Mnv
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let the combination of those two things create an
overload.

2. Temptation is conquerable. When | have fallen victim to
temptation, and wanted to indict God for letting me fall,
though it was my own choice, | go back and reread the
conversation that Satan had with God Almighty the
book of Job, where God said to Satan you can test my
servant Job but you go this far and no farther. You see
God knew exactly what he was doing. He has limits.

So temptation is conquerable, first of all, because:

1. God will keep temptation within limits.

2. God will provide a way of escape. That is the most
magnificent part of the whole promise. When I find
myself surrounded by temptation, if I'll just keep
my eyes open, there's a way out right there.
Sometimes I've had a hard time believing that
because my eyes were so focused on the
temptation. Have you ever fallen victim to that?

Think about the fish analogy that James uses again. Is
the problem for that fish that it is in the water or is the
fish being drawn to the lure by its desire for food? Is the
problem that he doesn't have a way out? He's got every
way in the world out. He's got a whole lake. He's got a
whole ocean. He can take off and swim in a million
different directions. That's not the problem. The
problem is his attention is absolutely obsessed on the
bait. The great news is there's a way of escape every
time but one must focus on the escape not the lure, the
temptation.

Key defenses - What does the scripture teach us about
defenses against temptation? You prepare yourself for those
testing moments that Satan puts before you, don't walk in
blindly, or naively.

1. Run from temptation. When you see a temptation that's
sent straight from the devil, run from it, don't toy with
it, don't flirt with it and don't entertain it. Just run!
You're not going to be the first human being to try to
whip the devil one on one. A lot of human beings have
tried and nobody has ever whipped the devil one on one
yet. Samson thought he was pretty strong, didn't he? He
thought he was tough. He thought he could handle
anything, but ask Delilah how weak he was.

Be like Joseph, who when Potiphar's wife grabbed him
by the coat and said, "come and lie with me." You talk
about fleeing from temptation, Joseph literally fled and
left his coat right there in her hand.

2. Guard your thought life. Proverbs 23:7 says, "For as he
thinks in his heart, so is he." As the fountain is, so will
be the stream. Quench the spark and you stop the fire.

tov Iopanltdv. Axpoce v emoyn tov [aviov. Eivot évag
KOG TEPAGUOG.

Eine 6t émecav Bdpata oceovolikng avnbucotnrog. Agv
€yovv oAAGEel TOAAG, étol dev elvar, Eivar évog kotvog
mepacuoc. (vovt 8)

«Aev mpémel va dokipuacovue tov Koplo, omwg Exavay
pepikoi amd ovtovgy (évavit 9) Elvar m 10éa va
mpoomabnoovpe va Pdiovue tov ®ed emi TOMOL, VO
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oKOTOONKAV amd Tov KataoTpoekd dyyelo». (évavtt 10)
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mepacpol ivat tapodvreg avt 1 otypr] 1.900 ypovia petd
tov Iladro. Ewwioratpio, avnOdtra, oaraloveia,
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GAAOEE.

O Anodotorog lmavvng Aéet oto 1 lwdvvn 2:16 611 pumopeite
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Philippians 4:8 says, “whatever is true, whatever is
noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is admirable-if anything is excellent
or praiseworthy-think about such things. The reason
for that is simply this: temptation flourishes on
inconsistent thinking.

In the book of James, right after he talked about the
luring nature of temptations, like a bait before a fish,
he says, "Don't be deceived my brothers." You see
temptation is built upon the premise of deception. I've
wondered how many fish have been caught out there in
all those lakes. Once they're in that net and are being
pulled into the boat, | wonder how many of them are
thinking, | wish I hadn't swallowed that. | wonder how
many people who swallowed the bait and thought as
they were being reeled in, I wish I hadn't swallowed
that. Eve did the same thing. How was she tempted?
How did she fall? She was deceived. So guard your
thought life. Don't be deceived.

Fall in love with the Lord. This is so critical, so
fundamental. Fall in love with the Lord. Who you love,
changes your desires, and desire is the key to
temptation. You see it goes back to that lure. That's the
key.

When | was growing up at home, my Mom wanted me
along with my sisters to do the dishes. Now I'll be honest
with you. | would try to find every excuse in the world
not to do those dishes. Mom, you know it hurts my back
because the sink is too low and all this. Then | started
dating my wife-to-be. | would go over to her house and
eat. After dinner she'd say, "Hon, would you help me
with the dishes?" I'd say, "Oh, I'd love t00."

Now what's the difference? It has nothing to do with
dishes. No. I had fallen in love with the one who wanted
me to do the dishes. Now it's not that | didn't love my
Mom. Oh, you understand, | don't have to go into all
that. You see it's the same way, when you fall in love
with Jesus, you'll find your heart more firmly set on the
things that he desires instead upon the things that Satan
desires. The key is having the right delight.

Pray. If you don't see the escape when temptation is all
around you, and you don’t remember the promise then
Pray! Right then, right there. | don't care where you are,
just drop that head, get down on your knees and pray,
because prayer may be your means of escape.

Abraham Lincoln once wrote, "I have been driven many
times to my knees by the overwhelming conviction that
I had nowhere else to go." If you sense that you have
nowhere else to go, go there and watch God give you
that way out. Prayer has a way of totally diluting until it

Kol Tov ZoTtovd. Ziyovpd, o dtaforog ypnoonotel to idto
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Mnap! Eiote 610 0poUO ©OG TPOS TO KAT®. XTNV
TpaypotikotTa, pog Aéve ot Bifio 611t  vrepnpdveln
mponyeitoan ¢ mtwons. (Iapoyuieg 16:18)

O1 ®apioaiol maoTkay 6€ ot TNV Tayida. Nowlav ot
Nrav 1660 VITAKOVOL TOV NTAV TEPA, OTO TNV ALAPTIO KO OV
avayveploay Kav To yeyovog ott fubiovtav e avthv. [oté
dev avePaivelc ToAD YnAd, ToTé dgv TPEYELS TOAD LOKPLA.
Noa giote TOAD, TOAD TPOGEKTIKOL GTO VO TETATE TETPEG GE
Kdémolov dAAov Tov £xel Técel B0 mEWPAGHOV, YaTi 1| dpa
ocag umopel va givar 1 emduevn. Topa o tpopaca apketd
YL Tov EWPacud; Xiyovpa Exm. Eivar ciyovpo, eitvar koo
Kol elvar Tovovpynua. AAAG ed® elvarl To kKaAdTepa vEQ, Kol
avt) elvanr n vwooyeon pog. O mepaouds eivar vikntog.
Eivar mpaypotikd.

O neIPAcHOG gival VIKNTOG -«Kavévog Tepacoc dev
oe €xel mocel mopd povo avutd mov glvar Kowd oTovV
dvBpomo. Kot o Oedg eivon motdc. Aev Ba cag aphoetl va
deleaoteite TEPA Ao ALTO OV popeite va, avtéEete. AAAYL
otav umelg otov melpacpd, o ddoet emiong o 61€£odo Yo

va pmopéoelg va otabelg kdtw and avton. (1 Kopwbiovg
10:13)

Av10 T0 OTOCTOGUE, LG AEEL TOAAG TTPAYLLOLTOL
I. O ®¢gb6¢ pog eivor motds. Agv mpoOKETOl Vo GE
gykotaieiyel otav oe meplPdAlel o mEPACHOG. Aev
TpoOKeLTOU Vo 6E amoyontevoel. Eivar akpiPag exel 6mov
Ntav movio kol umopeite va Poocioteite 6e Avtov.
Mmopeite va Pacioteite og Avtdv va kdvetl Ti; Mmopeite
va Pacioteite 6e Avtdv Yoo va KAVEL TPAYUATO TOL
glvon e€apeTikd onpoavtikd. Qo KpoaTHoel avTdv TOV
MEPAGLO evTog opimv ko opiwv. Todpa onpeudoTe T0.
€. Ooco dvvatol ki av Qoivovior PEPIKEG POPES, Ol
melpacuoi dgv givar amepiopiotol. Oprobetovvral
amd TN obvoun tov BOgod. Ouunbeite  OtL
EVOPYNOTPMOVOVIOL OO TOV ZoTovd, Oev &ival
toyaiot. Ov mepacpol gival cav d0lmpa Yo €va
YApL, TOL HOG TOPASVPOVY oIV apoptio. AAAE va
Bopdote 6TL 0 Oedg eivarl 1GYVPOTEPOS, GOPATEPOG
Kol TEMKE TpOKELTaL VA VIKN oL Tov ZoTavd. Timota
OV YPNOLUOTOLEL 0 ZaTavAg MG TEYVOAoUO EVOVTIOV
oG 0V SLPEVYEL TNG TPOCOYNS ToL Bgov, 0VTE
VIEPLOYVEL TNG SVVOUNG TOV.
d O 0Oseéc yvopiler ™  ddvoun  kdBe
nelpacuov. I'vopilel 6t 01 TEPLOPIGHOTL TOL KOBEVOC
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Promise for Overcoming Worry

Do you worry a lot? Most of us do. Most of us spend hours
each week, sometimes countless hours, worrying about all
of our circumstances, the environment, what's happening
around us, and what's threatening to happen to us.

Erma Bombeck, one of my favorite authors, wrote "I've
always worried a lot, and frankly I'm good at it. I worry
about introducing a group of people and going blank when |
get to my mother. | worry about a shortage of ball bearings.
| worry about the world ending at midnight and getting only
three hours of a 12-hour cold capsule. | worry about getting
in the Guiness Book of World Records under "pregnancy"
world's oldest recorded birth. | worry about what the dog
thinks when he sees me getting out of the shower. | worry
that my daughter will marry an Eskimo and set me adrift on
an iceberg when | can no longer feed myself. | worry about
salesladies following me into the fitting room, oil slicks, and
Carol Channing going bald. And | worry about scientists
discovering someday that lettuce has been fattening all
along."

You know her list tops mine. But we're learning that as a
nation, we are worrying ourselves sick. We're living in what
the American Psychological Association has labeled the
"Age of Anxiety." The American Academy of Physicians
has reported that at least two-thirds of all patients who
occupy hospital beds are there because of stress-related
illness.

Do you know what the three best-selling prescription drugs
in America are? They kind of reveal the worry and anxiety
that we're going through. Number one is tagamet. Tagamet
is an ulcer medication. Number two is enderol, and enderol
is prescribed for hypertension. And number three is valium,
and valium is a tranquilizer. Do you see that? The three best-
selling drugs in America and all of them are related to
anxiety and illness. Somebody said in a 1988 Newsweek
article that stress and worry costs our nation's economy $150
billion annually. The sad thing is most of it is all pure folly.

One psychologist reported in a study that 80 percent of all
the things that we worry about never come to pass. Of that
remaining 20 percent, three-fourths of that little fraction are
things that we cannot do one thing about. In effect what they
are saying is, only five percent of everything that people
worry about is actually things that we can't do anything
about and that will actually come to pass.

glvonr  dwopopetikol kot 1 dbvaun Tov KGO
MEPAGHOV. Agv Ba api|GEL TOV GUVOLAGHO OVTMOV
TOvV 600  WPAyHAT®V VO OTMLOLPYNOEL
VIEPPOPTOOT).

2. O mepacpdc givar vikntog. Otav éneca Boua Telpaciov
ka1 Oeda va katnyopnom tov Ogd enEdN e donoe va
MEoW, AV KOl NTAV OIK1 HOV EMAOYY, EMOTPER® KOl
Eavadlafalm tn ou{non mov eixe 0 TaTavag LE TOV
[Mavtodvvapo Ged, to BiPrio Tov [OP, dnov 0 Oedg eime
ooV Xatavd 6Tl propeic SoKipace Tov LINPETY LLOL TOV
0B, akdé eoV mog TOG0 pOKPLd Kot Ol LOKPUTEPOQ.
BAémete 0 Oeog néepe axpimg Tt Ekave. ‘Eyxet opia.

O mepacpog Aourov givat Vikntog, TpmTa o' oA,

vl

3. 0O Bedc HBo KpaTNOEL TOV TEPUAGUO EVTOG OpimV.

4. 0O 0Oedg Ba doet Evay Tpomo dapuyns. Avto givol
TO O VIEPOYO UEPOG TNG OANG vOGYEoNS. Otav
Bpebd mepuuKA®UEVOG amd TEWPUCTUO, AV EX® T
pdtio pov ovorytd, vdpyet 81€£0d0g exel. Mepikéc
(OPEC SUGKOAEVTNKA VO, TO TIOTEY® YLOTE TOL PLATLOL
Hov Ntav 1000 oTpappéva otov mepacud. Eyxete
néoel Toté OO o avTov;

TKEQTEITE TNV OVOAOYIO TOV YOPLOV TOL YPNCUOTOLEL
Eavd o TCéug. Eivar to TpdPAnpa yio avtd 1o yépt o6t
Bpioketon oto vepd N TO Yapt EAKeTaL 6T0 déNEdp amd
v embopio Tov yio tpoen; To mpdPAnua ivar 6tL dev
€xe1 016£000; Eyet ke tpodmo otov Kocpo Em. 'Exet pa
oAOKANPY Alpvn. ‘Exet évav odokAnpo okeavd. Mmopel
va amoyelmbel Kol vo KOADUTNGEL G€ €va, EKOTOUUDPLO
Swpopetikég  katevBovoels. Agv  eglvar  avtd  TO
mpofAnua. To mpdPAnua gival 6TL 1 Ipocoyn tTov givor
amoOAVTO, EUPOVIKT pe Tto 00Amua. Ta cmovdaio véa
glvarl OtL VIapyEl TPOTOG JPLYNG KAOE Popd, oA
TPENEL KavelG vo emkevTpwbel otn dlapuyn Kot Oyl 610
déleap, GTOV TELPAGLLO.

BAoIKEG AUUVEG- TI pac OIDACKEl N ypa®n yid TIG
AUUVEG evavTia oToV NeIpacpo; EToipdadeoTe yia ekeiveg
TIG OOKIJACTIKEG OTIVHEG NMou oag Badel o ZaTavag, punv
NEPNATATE OTA TUPAA 1 APEAWC,.

4. Tpé&te amd tov mepacpd. Otav PAETEIS Evav TEpacUd
7oV €€l otaAel Katevbeiav amd tov dtafolro, Tpéée amd
avtov, unv mailels pali Tov, Unv Tov QAEPTAPELS KoL UV
ToV OlokedGlelc. ATAd tpéya! Agv mpodkettan va gicon
0 TPMTOG AvOpmMTOg oV B TPOoTAONGEL VO YTUTNGEL
Tov dforo €vag mpog évav. TToAhd avBpomva ovia
£€YoVV TPOCTOONGEL KOl KOVELG deV £xEl YTUTMNGEL TOTE
Tov dtdPforo évag mpog évav axdun. O Tauyav voule
OTL NToV apKeTd dvvatdg, £tol dev elvar, Noule ot
Ntav okANpoc. ZKEQTNKE OTL UTOPOVGE VO, SLOYELPIOTEL
To. TAvTa, oAAG potiote T Delilah néco adbvapog
nrav.




How about you, do you worry? What do we worry about?
Think for a moment, sometimes misery loves company. |
think worry likes company also. What are the things that we
universally, collectively worry about? You can lump them
into three major categories.

1. Money. To some degree we all do worry about money.
Some way, somehow, you have, you do, and you probably
will worry about money in the future.

Now money comes in a number of packages. You may
worry about money in the form of how you're going to get
your mortgage paid, how you're going to pay off your
second mortgage or those ever increasing credit card bills.
Maybe your worry in money concerns how you're going to
get your kids through college, or how you're going to have
enough to be able to retire when you want to finish work.

Maybe your worry is just about how to make ends meet
month to month. Many of you are going through that
struggle. Perhaps you're worrying like | did the other day
when | went through the grocery store checkout line. |
reached in for my checkbook and realized | had already
written my last check. Half the groceries were already across
the scanner. | reached into my wallet and had about $42, and
as those groceries were crossing the scanner, | was saying a
little prayer to the Lord, "Please, please don't let it be more
than $42." The line was four-deep behind me and all I could
see me doing is taking the Folgers back to the counter
saying, "l can't pay for that." Guess what? It was about 19
cents short of that. But isn't it amazing how we worry about
money? God is good, isn't he?

Even people who have tons of money, they probably worry
about it more than anybody. Why? Because they worry
about what to do with it, how to invest it, where to put it,
how much to give away. It entraps them.

| think about the rich young ruler. In the story that was told
by Jesus in Matthew 17, he came to the Lord and wanted the
secret to eternal life. Jesus told him, "Keep the
commandments.” He said, "Which commandments?" That's
just like humans, isn't it? You tell me which ones to keep,
let's be specific. So Jesus named a few. And he said, "Well
all those I've kept." Jesus said looking into his heart, “Then
go sell what you have and give to the poor." Then the Bible
said, that rich young ruler went away sorrowfully, for he had
many possessions.

Do you know why he walked away sorrowfully? It was not
because he really had many possessions, but because his
possessions possessed him. He fell into the devil's oldest
trap of thinking that what he had, made him what he was. So
when you fall into that trap - you worry your little head off
about money. We do worry about it, don't we? Sure we do.

I've cav tov loone, mov 6tav 1 yvvaika tov [eteppn
Tov dpmate amd To TOATO Kol gine: «Eha vo, EamADOELG
podi povy. Middte yloo ouyn amod Tov TEWPAGU), O
loone KuprolekTiKd EQuye Kot AENGE TO TAATO TOV
axpImg eKel GTO XEPL TNG.

Dpdvtice ) Lo g oxéyng cov.To eddoio [Taporpieg
23:7 Aéel, «A10TL OO GKEPTETOAL OTIV KAPALdL TOV,
€101 etvaw. Onog etvar 1o owvepavi, €161 Ba eivor ko
T0 pépo. XPNote T oniba Kot GTAUATNOTE T POTLA.
To eddpro Orhimnnciovg 4:8 Aéet, «d,Tt lvar oAnOwvo,
0,71 glval gvyevég, 0,1t elval cwotd, 6,11 etvar ayvo, 0,T
glvar vtéPoyo, 6,1t elvar a&loBavpacto - av Katt givat
eEapetikd 1 a&émovo - okéyov tétota mpdypata. O
AGYOG Yo 0wTd etvan amhmdg 0 €ENG: 0 TEPAGUOG
avBilel pe aovvenn okéyn.

Y10 fifAio Tov lakdPov, apécmg apov piince yio
OELEACTIKT V0T TOV TEPUCUDY, OTWOC EVO SOAMLLOL
umpootd o€ éva yapt, Aéel: «Mnv e&amatnOeite,
adeAol povy. BAémete o mepacpodg yrileTon Tavm
otV vobeon g e€amdtnong. AvopmTthOnko Toca
yaplo Exovv TaoTel exel £ og OAEG AVTEG TIG ATUVEC.
MoAig pmovv g ot TO diyTL Kol TOVG TPAfolv o1
Bapkoa, avapotiépat TOGOL 0md AVTOVG GKEPTOVTAL,
pHaKapt va, unv to giyo Kotamel. Avapotiépol m1ocot
GvOpmIOl TOL KATATIY TO SOAMLO KO CKEPTIKAY
KaBdg Tovg TVATyoVTAY, LakApL Vo unv TO giya
katomiel. H Eva éxave to 1010 mpdyua. Iog prrie
otov mepaco; [og énece; Tnv eEanatovoay.
Dpodvtice ooy T okéyn cov. Mnyv Eeyeléote.

Epwtevoov tov Kvpro. Avtd givai 1060 kpicipo, 1060
Bepeddec. Epotevcov tov Kbpilo. Avtdv mov
ayomdte, oAAGLEL TIg emBupiec cog kot M emifouio
glvar to KAEdl oToV TEpacud. BAémete 011 emoTpépel
o€ avTo To déleap. AvTo givor To KAELIL.

Otov peydlovo o610 omitl, M Hopd pov Mbeke va
mAovoupe To mata pali pe g adeppég pov. Topa Ba
gipar eakpwvng pali cov. Oa mpocrtabodoo va Ppm
KGO dKooA0Yi0 GTOV KOGLO Y1a. Vo, Uy TAHVE® dVTA Ta.
mata. Mapd, Eépeig 6t pe movder n mAdTn yoti o
vepoybTNg €ivar moAD yapnAd kai OAo ovtd. Metd
Gpyoo vo Pyaivo pe ™ péAAOvoO Yyuvaiko HOL.
[IMyowva oto omitt g kou €tpwyo. Metd to deimvo
éleye: "Kord pov, Ba pe Ponbovoeg pe ta mdro;" Oa
éleya, «A, Bo Lov Apece KL EYD».

Topa wow givarl 1 dStapopd; Agv EXEL va KAVEL e TLATA.
Oy Elyo egpwtevtel avtdév mov fbeie va mAdve Ta
marta. Topa dev etvar 1L dev ayamovoa TN HOUd LOV.
Q, katolaPaivelg, dev ypetdletor vo unm oe dA avTd.
BAémete 011 givon pe Tov 1610 TPOTO, OTOV EPWOTEVTEITE
tov Inocov, Ba Ppeite v kapdid cag wo otabepn ota




2. The Future - We worry about our future. We worry about
what's going to happen around the corner, particularly
physically. We worry about our health, sickness, and death.
Those things don't usually fall under the money worries,
because quite frankly, money can't touch them. Money
might buy medical care or a few vitamins, but frankly this is
another whole realm that causes us anxiety. We worry about
getting sick, or old, or useless.

| heard a story about that was kind of cute about President
Bush in the last days of the campaign when he was running
against Bill Clinton. He was in California visiting a
retirement center, a nursing home, and he was shaking every
hand he could. There was a little lady in a wheelchair, he
bent down on one knee, took her hand on the wheelchair and
patted it, then looked at her in the eye and said, "Ma'am, do
you know who | am?" She looked up at him, paused a
second, and she said, "Well no honey, but if you go over to
that desk, they can tell you."

You know we laugh about that and think it’s cute. The truth
of the matter is, down deep in our souls we worry about the
day that we can no longer take care of ourselves. We worry
about the day when | might not even know myself or know
you. If | had a quarter for every time somebody has said to
me, "Oh, | pray | never have to go to a nursing home," |
could retire today.

We worry about hearing the words, "You've got cancer." We
worry about an airplane crashing when we're on it. We
worry like old Fred Sanford about having the big one. We
worry about our futures.

3. People You Love - | catch myself more than worrying
about money today or worrying about what's going to
happen to me; | worry about the people I love. | worry about
my Mom, who is now widowed, how she is doing, what
she's thinking and what her future is. | worry about my wife
if everything is going along fine with her. | worry about my
precious children. | think about them every day while they're
off at school. | think about my oldest boy, Ethan, and |
wonder what kind of peer associations he's forming. |
wonder if anybody is teasing him. | wonder if he's learning
proper values. | wonder if somebody is tempting him with
drugs. | worry that he'll begin to like girls. Then | begin to
worry that he won't like girls. My point is worry just keeps
you in turmoil. Then my little son, Lee, | go through all that
with him at his age and my daughter, Rachel, sometimes it's
hard not to worry about other people. I'll confess that to you.

Now have | pretty well hit the nail on the head? Don't you
worry about those same things? Don't you worry about
money-related things? Don't you worry about your future?
Don't you worry about other people?

mpdynato mwov emBuvpel avti yo To TPAYHOTO TOV
embopet o Xatavac. To kiedi eivar va £yete T 0O
amoAavoT).

4. Ilpocevynoov. Edv dev PAémete ) Swpuyn o6tov o
nelpacpdg eivan Tavtov YOopo cag, kKot dgv Bopdote v
vrooyeon, tote llpocevuynBeite! Axpifdg tote, ekel.
Agv pe voudler mov Ppiokecal, amimg pie ovtd 10
KEPGAL, TEGE GTO YOVOTA GOV KO TPOGEVYNOOV, YIOTi 1
TPOCEVYN UTopEl va, gival To HEGO dLapLYNS GOv.

O ABpadap Atvicorv éypaye kamote: «Me €xetl yovaticel
TOALEG POPEG 1| GLVIPITTIKT TTEMOIBN oM OTL deV elya TOV
0AAo0 va who». Edv aicbdveote 611 dev €xete mov
aAAoV va Tdte, myaiveTe ekel ko Tapoakolovbnote Tov
®ed va cag dlvel avtdv tov Tpdmo. H mpoceuyn €xet
€vay TPOTO VO, PALOVEL EVIEADMG LEYPL VO KATUCTPEWEL
TOV TEWPUGLO.Amazing Grace Class #1162 - Steve Flatt, 5 lovviov 1994

Ynéoxeon yla TnVv unépBaon tng avnouxiag

Avnovuyeic modv; Ot mepiocdtepotl amod gpdg To kavovue. Ot
TEPLOCOTEPOL OO EUAG APLEPOVOVUE DS KaBe efdoudda,
HEPIKES POPEG APETPNTEG DPES, OVICLYMVTOAG Yot OAES TIC
TEPIOTAGELG MOG, TO TEPIPAAAOV, Tl cupPaivel YOpm pog Kot
TL anellel vo ovpPel og epdc.

H Erma Bombeck, puo amd Tig ayamnuévec Lov cuyypagei,
gypaye "IIavia avnovyovca ToAy, Kot EMKPIVA E1pLO KOAT
o€ 0VTO. AVNOLY® MATOG TOPOLCLACH e Opdda
avOpodTeV kol Oa peivo Kevy 6tay ETAcH 0T UNTEPT OV,
Avnouym yu éva EAAewyT poviepdv. Avnovyd PTG O
KOGLLOG TEAEUDGEL T LEGAVLYTO KOL TAP® HOVO TPELG MPES
amo o 12opn kpho KaYovia. AVNouy® UNTOC UTM GTO
Biprio TV pexdp ['kivec 6TOV TOANOTEPO KAUTOYEYPAUUEVO
TOKETO GTOV KOGHO. AVNouyd Yia TO TL 0 GKOAOG GKEPTETOL
otav pe Prénet va Pyaive amd 1o viovs. Avnouy® 6tL 1 KOp
uov Ba mavrpevtel évav Eckiumo kat Oo pe mapacipel og
éva Tayofouvo Otav dev UTop® TAEOV VO, TOICM TOV E0VTO
pov. Avnovy® MG pe okKolovdnoovv mTwANTE o©TO
youvaotiplo, metpelotokniideg Kot n Carol Channing 0o
oorokpn. Kot avnovyd pimog ov  emotipoveg Oa
AVOKOADYOLV KATO0 HEPO OTL TO UAPOVAL TTOYOivVEL atd
oAl "

Eépete 0T M Aloto TG gival otV KOpLueN TG O1KNG UOV.
AMOG pobaivovpe 0t ¢ £€0vog, avnovyobue GppmCTOL.
Zobpe oe avtd wov N Apepkavikn Poyoroywn Etaipeio
&xelyopaxtnpicet v «Enoyn tov dyyoven. H Apepicavicn
Axaonuio Ioatpodv avépepe 0TI TOLAGYIGTOV TOL dVO TPiTO
oAV TV acBevdv oL KATAAAUPAVOVY VOGOKOUEINKES




Now what do we do about all that? Well, the great news is,
God's got a magnificent promise. "Therefore | tell you, do
not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more
important than food, and the body more important than
clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap
or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Who of
you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? And why
do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field
grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If
that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here
today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much
more clothe you, O you of little faith? So do not worry,
saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or
'What shall we wear?' For the pagans run after all these
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as well.” (Matthew 6:25-
33)

The first word that catches my attention there is that word,
"Therefore." Do you see it? By the way, whenever you're
studying the Bible or anything else and you see the word,
"therefore,” you pay close attention to the context because
there's a reason that it is "there-for." Why? Because it is
telling you this is a conclusion reached by something just
said. Isn't that right? Something has just been said,
"Therefore | tell you, do not worry..."

That makes me want to go back to verse 24. What is it that
he just said? Some people think it's totally unrelated, but it's
the secret to overcoming worry. "No one can serve two
masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot
serve both God and Money.™ One of the older translations
says, ""You cannot serve both God and mammon." By the
way folks, there is the secret to overcoming worry. That's
the reason in the next breath Jesus could say, ""Therefore |
tell you, do not worry..."" All you've got to do is choose not
just with your head, but deep within the pit and confines of
your heart, who your Master is. That's right.

If you really commit your life to the Lord Jesus Christ and
God, the Father, you have overcome the barrier for worry. If
you find yourself a worryaholic, you need to check your
heart and ask, "Have I really committed my life to where I'm
trusting in Him?" You're either going to serve money and all
the things money can buy or God. When you serve the
reason you want money, stocks and material things, it is
because they give you the illusion of control. It's the idea
that if I had those things, | don't have to worry about things,
I can control them. But it's an illusion, it's a mirage.

KAiveg Bpiokovton ekel Aoy acBévelag mov oyetileTon pe 10
dryyog.

Eépete mota lvat T TPio GUVTAYOYPAPOVLEVO PAPLOKA LIE
TIC MeYoADTepeg mwAncelg oty Auepikn;  Kdamog
OTOKOADTTOVV TNV avnoLyia Kot 1o dyyog mov mepvape. To
vovpepo éva eivor to tagamet. To Tagamet etvar pappoko
Katd Tov €AKovg. To voduepo VO gival 1 viepoAn Kot 1
eviepOAn ovvrayoypageitar ywo v vréptoor. Kot 1o
voopepo tpia eivor valium, xor to valium egivor éva
npepotkd. To PAémelg avto? Ta tpia eappoka pe Tig
UEYOADTEPEC TOANGEL OTNV  Apepikny kol Olo avtd
oyetifoviot pe To dyyog xon v acBévewn. Kdmoiog gine oe
éva apBpo tov Newsweek 1o 1988 611 10 dyyx0g Kot 1
avnovyio kootilovv otnv otkovouio g yopog pog 150
dtoekatoppdpla dorapia emoeimng. To Avanpd sivarl 6Tt ta
ePLocOTEPA 0d aVTA Eivar Kabapn avonacia.

"Evag yoyordyog avépepe og po perétn ot to 80 to1g exatod

OA®V TOV TPAYUAT®V Y10, TO, OTOI0, OVNGLYOVUE OEV
TPAYUOTOTOL0VVTOL TOTE. ATTd avtd T0 LVIoAomo 20 To1g
€KOTO, Ta TPloL TETOPTO CLTOV TOV HKPOV KAAGUATOG givarn
TPAYLOTO Y10 TO OTOi0. OEV UTOPOVUE VO KAVOLUE €val
TPAYUOL. ZTNV TPOAYUATIKOTNTA, AVTO TTOVL AEVE Evat OTL LOVO
T0 TEVTE TO1G €Katd amd OAa Oca avnovyodv ot dvBpwmot
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The truth of the matter is: if you're going to serve mammon,
you'll find yourself worrying all the time. Because mammon
keeps slipping through your fingers, and mammon keeps
causing you to worry. But the Almighty God said "I will rest
you in the security of my bosom." Let me tell you something
if you've not learned it by now. Control is a silly illusion.

The key reason we worry is because we want to control
things. | want to control everything! | want to my future, the
economy and even the future of other people. Let's get real
here. There's precious little in this world that | control. The
only things I really control are my own choices. That's the
truth. | don't even control the outcome of those choices, not
all of them. Some, but sometimes | make a choice and things
happen as a result of that choice | never even saw. If I think
I've got to control everybody else, how they think, what
happens to them, what they do, every sense that's flowing
around me, and control everything in my home life, I am
desolate.

Do you think you control? Jesus said, you think you control
something, make a planet. That's silly we can't make a
planet. Okay, just make it snow but nobody can do that.
Then grow another inch. Do you see what he said? ""'Which
of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?™ Go
ahead, just grow an inch. You cannot even control that. You
can't control the number of hairs on your head, unless you
go buy one to put on your head.

Do you see the point? If | will acknowledge God as my
master, that is the key to the antidote for worry. The key
word in Christianity is the word, "submission™ being able to
say, "God, you are God, and Lord, you are Lord." Even if
the economy is like a roller coaster or that new car I've been
saving for got a dent the first week | owned it or even if the
doctor walks in and tells me, "Steve, you have cancer.” Lord,
what | know is you love me, and Lord what | know is you
will take care of me not only through this life but even to the
other side. With all my futile attempts at control, Lord I
surrender. Worry tries to take the control from God and put
it in our own hands. That's really what causes us to worry.

The Promise

1. Itis irreverent. "'For the pagans run after all these things,
and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.™
(verse 32) It's irreverent to think that God won't take care of
us.

2. Itis irrelevant. ""Who of you by worrying can add a single
hour to his life?™ (verse 27) | can't add an hour to my life by
worrying about it. In fact, I'll probably shorten my life by an
hour by worrying about it. It's irrelevant. Why take the time?
Remember what we said at the start of the lesson? Ninety-
five percent of the things we worry about either never
happen or we couldn't control anyway.
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¥£PL 6TO0 TOPTOPOAL pov Kot giya mepimov $42, ko Kabmg
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3. It is irresponsible. "'So do not worry, saying, "What shall
we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?™
(verse 31) That's just an irresponsible action. God's going to
take care of that.

4. Itis irritating. "'If that is how God clothes the grass of the
field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the
fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little
faith?™ (verse 30) Do you see the irritation in Jesus' voice?
If God takes care of the grass of the field, which is going to
be thrown into the oven, won't he take care of you? O you
of little faith are irritating to God.

Well what is the promise? I've been all around it. We've
talked about the antidote and the characteristics of worry,
but what is the promise? The promise is in verse 33."But
seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be added to you as well."" That's it. The Lord
must be your Master, not mammon, not things | want to
control. You're my Master and I'm going to seek you. | know
that when | seek you Lord anything that | really need you're
going to provide. | realize because we're packaged in flesh
it's a hard thing for us to see. But one of these days, when
we are robed in immortality and we have that incorruptible
we may say, "God, that promise was as true and solid as
anything ever has been. You really did provide anything |
really needed." That's the truth. That's the promise for
overcoming worry. So let's you and | seek first his kingdom

and his righteousness and let him take care of the rest.
Adapted from Amazing Grace #1165 - Steve Flatt, June 26, 1994

A Promise for Salvation

This promise makes the others pale in comparison, the
promise of salvation, deliverance from sin, freedom from its
bondage, release from its guilt, salvation from eternal
damnation and to see that replaced with eternal life.

Every now and then, you and | get so tangled up with the
here and now that we really forget that we are pilgrims on
our way to a greater place. But in those moments when we
don't forget, we realize that above everything else salvation
is what | need and salvation is what | desire. So the promise
in 1 John 5:13 is especially meaningful. "I write these things
to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that
you may know that you have eternal life."

I was in my mid-20's when | read that seriously for the first
time, and it literally made my head jerk. | got to that verse
and thought, what? John, the apostle, has written something
here so that I can know that I'm saved because more than
anything else in the world, | want the promise and the
assurance of salvation. Do you know what | did that day? |
went back and started all over again, and | read very slowly
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and very carefully to see those things that he had written so
that I can know I'm saved.

Do you want the promise of salvation? Let's see facts he
wrote.

1. You're a sinner. John says, if you want to embrace the
promise of salvation and know you're saved, understand first
of all that. "If we claim to be without sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us." (1:8) You're a sinner,
I'm a sinner, everybody | know who reaches the adult years
has chosen to sin, not born in sin, but chosen the path of sin.

He reminds us. "If we claim we have not sinned, we make
him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives."
(1:10) You see the problem, my sin. My sin separates me
from an all righteous and an all holy God who has never
sinned, who will never sin, and who cannot by his very
nature abide with sin in his presence. That's a real problem,
isn't it? I'm a sinner, you're a sinner, and we serve a God who
will not live with any sin. That's why Romans 3:23 says,
"...all have sinned and fallen short of God's glory..." And
Romans 6:23, three chapters later, says, "The wages of that
sin is death." That's our problem.

Do you know one of the great misconceptions that we have
in our country? George Gallup reveals it every time he does
a religious poll about heaven. He'll ask people who believe
in a heaven, “do you believe you are going to heaven”. Most
of America says, yes. He then asked "Well, why do you
believe you're going to heaven?" The typical response is:
Because | think I'm as good as everybody else. But that's not
the question. The problem doesn't deal with how good you
are, or how good you may not be. Your goodness is not the
issue. It's your badness that's the issue. Though you may be
awfully good, you're still bad because you are still a sinner
and the one sin that you first committed was enough to
tarnish you to keep you out of presence of God for eternity.
Do you understand that?

Sometimes we focus on our goodness. That would be like
lining all of the American population up on the coast of
California and saying, "On command, we're going to all
jump in the Pacific Ocean, without food, without a rowboat,
without a life jacket, without any aid of any kind and swim
to Hawaii." Now how many are going to make it? That's
what | thought. I'm not either.

But you know we could argue about how far we're going to
make it. Some of you might not get even over your head
before you drown because you're dangerous in a bathtub.
Some of you are pretty good swimmers, maybe you could
go a quarter of a mile, maybe you could go a half-mile. |
think 1 could go the better part of a mile if the waves aren't
too bad. Some Olympic swimmers might go 50 miles,
maybe more, but I'll tell you what's going to happen to every
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one of us. We're going to drown. Whether you're 50 miles
off shore, or 50 feet off shore, you're going to be dead as a
doornail, because the issue is not how good a swimmer you
are. The point is the chasm is too great. That's the point
about my sin. You and | think we're good. If we had any
glimpse of the chasm between little minute, vile humanity
and the God who created the Universe, we would bow in
shame and say like Isaiah "Woe to me!" | cried. "l am
ruined! For | am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the
LORD Almighty." (Isaiah 6:5) The apostle John makes sure
we know that we are a sinner.

2. Jesus Christ is the answer to sin. “T write this to you so
that you will not sin.” (1 John 2:1) Why? Because sin is to
our own detriment. “But if anybody does sin, we have one
who speaks to the Father in our defense-Jesus Christ, the
Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins” (1
John 2:1-2)

Some of the older translations say, “The propitiation,
atoning sacrifice, for our sins, and not only for ours, but also
for the sins of the whole world.” That's the best news you
will ever hear, if you've never heard it, most of you have.
But even if you have, it's the best news you'll ever hear.

You and I, when we stand before the judgment seat of God,
the Father, have one who is our "advocate." That was a
Greek term for defense attorney. The other day | went into a
courtroom and | saw a defense attorney standing beside the
defendant. Suddenly in my mind | thought of the picture of
Jesus standing by me as | stand before the Father's throne.

The good news is, He said, He is the propitiation, the atoning
sacrifice. The Greek root means, "to deflect,” to deflect
wrath. It was sometimes used in another form to refer to an
instrument like a shield that would deflect the blows from
swords and spears, from opposing soldiers. Do you see the
point? When Jesus hung on that cross, all of the wrath of
God that is aimed toward sin because he hates sin, hit that
cross and Jesus deflected it from you and from me. And
that's why he cried out, "My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?"

Let's all understand that the key to salvation is Jesus Christ.
That is the power of salvation. The apostle said, "There is
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name given
under heaven among men wherein we must be saved.” (Acts
4:12) Do you want to know what that name is? It's the name
Jesus.

Matthew 1:21, the heralding of Jesus' upcoming birth says,
"give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people
from their sins.” 1 Corinthians 15:22 says, "For as in Adam
all men die, so in Christ all will be made alive." The great
news is, when Jesus came out of that grave on the third day,
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emAoyég. Avt) eivar 1 aAnBelo. Agv eléyyom kav TO
OTOTELEGLLO AVTOV TOV EMAOYDV, Oyt OAwv. Kanowo, aArd
UEPTKES POPES KAVD o ETAOYT Kot cuuPaivovy Tpdypota
MG AMOTEALEGHLO OVTNG TNG EMAOYNG OV dgv €lda kav. Av
moTEL® OTL TPEMEL VAL EAEYE® TOVS BALOVE, TAC GKEPTOVTAL,
T1 T0VG cupPaivel, Tt Kévouv, kdbe aicOnorm mov péet YOpw
pov kat vo eAéyEm to mhvta ot {1 Jov 6To oTitl, eiplon
EPNHOC.

[Tiotevete 611 eréyyete; O Inootg eime, vopileig 6T EAEyyELg
KdTL, OTIAEE Evay mhavn . Elvar avonto mov dev pmopovpe
va eTia&ovpe mhavint. Evia&et, amhd kdve vo ylovicel aAld
Kavelg O0gv umopel va TO KAVEL aLTO. XN OCULVEXELD,
peyolmote GAAN wo ivioo. BAémeig T gine; «llowog amd
€0dg avnovydvtag umopel va mpochicel évav myN OTO
avaotnud tov;» [Ipoympnote, oTAdC LEYOADOTE Lo tvioa.
Agv pmopeite kav va to eAéyEete avto. Agv pmopeite va
eléyEete tov aplBud TV TPLYOV GTO KEPAAL GOG, EKTOG KoL
av TATE Vo ayopdoeTe pia yio va BAAETE GTO KEPAUAL GO,

BAémete 10 vomua,; Av avayvopicn tov Ogd mg KHpLo Hov,
avtd givarl To KAEWI Yo T0 avtidoto Yo v ovnovyio. H
AEEN KAed1 otov XpiloTwavicpd eivar  AEEN, «omoTay» va
umopeig va melg, «Oeé, eioal Oedg, ko Kopie, eloat Kuprogy.
Axopo ki av 1 owkovopio eivarl cav évo Tpevakt Tov Aodva
TOPK 1 AVTO TO KOVOUPYL0 OUTOKIVITO Y10 TO OO0 €KV
owovopieg énabe Eva Paboviwpa Ty TpdTn ERSoUddn TOV
TO €iy0, M AKOWO KL OV UTTEL O YIOTPOG KOl LoV TEL, "ET1B, £YElg
Kkapkivo". Kopie, avtd mov E€pm eivar OTL pe ayomds, Kot
Kvpie, avto mov EEpw eivor 0T1 Ba pe ppovtilelg oyl povo o€
avt) ™ (N oAAG akoun Kot 6Ty GAAN TAgvpd. Me OAeg
TIG pataneg mpoomdOetéc pov va eEréyEm, Kopie mapadidw. H
avnovyio tpoonadel va mapel Tov EAeyyo amd Tov Ogd Kot
va Tov BdAel oTa XEpla pag. Avtd Eivol TPOYHOTIKE TOL Lo
TpoKaiel avnovyia.

H unooyxeon

1. Eivan aoefég. «A10TL 01 EW0MAOMATPES TPEYOVY THO® Ao
olo ovtd, kKou o ovpdviog Ilatépag cag E€pel 6Tl TO
yperaleote.» (eddpro 32) Elvan aceféc va motevovpe 6TL 0
®edg dev Ba pog ppovticet.




that tomb was left empty. The bondage and the power of sin
and damnation were left right there. It was broken by Jesus
Christ, our atoning sacrifice. Fact number one is I'm a sinner.
Fact number two is Jesus Christ is the answer. What else
does John tell us about the knowledge of salvation?

3. Claiming that salvation - "Everyone who believes that
Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves
the father loves his child as well." (1 John 5:1)That's part of
the answer.

"This is the one who came by water and blood---Jesus
Christ. He did not come by water only, but by water and
blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is
the truth. For these are three that testify: The Spirit, the
water, and the blood; and the three are in agreement."(verse
6) Now that may sound a little confusing to you at first, but
let's sort that out.

First of all, accepting the salvation that Jesus offers begins
with the belief that he is who he said he was. God come in
the flesh, the Son of God, that's what verse one of chapter 5
said. Make no mistake about it. That belief is the foundation
for the eternal life that Jesus offers. You can do anything
else you want, you can repent, you can be baptized, but if
you do not believe in your heart that Jesus is God's son, you
do not have the foundation for coming to him. But with that
belief, there is the concept of repentance. Now quite frankly
in this brief epistle, John has no direct reference to
repentance, but I'm certain that his readers knew of it and it
flows throughout the New Testament.

John the Baptist, the forerunner and the proclaimer of Jesus,
came preaching a message of repentance as a prerequisite
for forgiveness. Do you remember the day the church began
in Acts 2? Peter stood up on behalf of all the apostles and
preached about this man, Jesus. He closed by saying, "This
man, Jesus, whom you crucified, God hath made him both
Lord and Christ." And those who heard those words were
pricked in their hearts, and they said, "Brothers what shall
we do?" Peter said “Repent and be baptized, every one of
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins.” (Acts 2:38)

In Acts 20:21, Paul while in Ephesus said “I have declared
to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in
repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus.”

So a belief is necessary in repentance. The culmination of
the faith response of accepting Jesus into your life is
baptism. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God. This is the one who
came by water and blood-Jesus Christ. He did not come by
water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who
testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.” (1 John 5:5-6) The
language is almost poetic, it may be confusing. But do you

2. Eivan dioyero. «Ilowog amd €0dg e 1o vo avnovyel pmopet
va tpocBéoet pia pdvo dpa otn (o1 tov;» (otiyog 27) Agv
purop® va tpocfécm pa dpa otn (o1 LoV ovNeLYDOVTIS Yo
aVTO. XTNV TPAYLOTIKOTNTO, LAALOV B0 cuvTopEbom T LN
LoV KaTA pio dpa avnovydvios yio ovtd. Eivor doyero.
INoti vo aplepdoete povo; Guudote Tl itape 6TV apyn
tov padnpatog; To eveviivio mévie Tolg €kOTO AmO TO
TPAYUOTO YI0L TO. OTToia ovnovyolue gite dgv ovuPaivovv
ToTE €lte 0V PMOPOLGALE VO EAEYEOVE 0DTMOC 1) GAAMC.

3. Etvan avevBovo. «Ondte unv avnouyeic, Aéyovrog: «T10a
oape;» N "T1 Ba movpue;" 1 «T1 Ba popécovpe;» (otiyoc 31)
Avt givonl amddg pa avevbovn evépyeta. O Begdg o o
(PPOVTICEL

4. Eivon epefiotikd. «Av €161 viovel o Ogdg 10 YopTapt TOV
aypoD, oV givor e6M GNUEPA KL AVPLO TETIETAL GTY| POTLY,
dev Ba 6ag VTOLGEL TOAD TEPIEGOTEPO, OAYOTIGTOL» (£34(10
30) BAémete 10 ekvevploudc ot eovi tov Incov; Av o
®edg ppovtilel To Ypasidt TOL Y®PAPLOV, TOV TPOKEITUL VO
netaytel otov eovpvo, dev Ba e povticey, Q eogig ot
Myomiotol evoyleite Tov O¢gd.

Aowmdv, mow givar m vmooyeon; To éym mdher movtoo.
Munoope vy T0 avtidoTo KOl TO YOPOKTNPIGTIKG TNG
avnovyiag, oAAG mow givar M vmooyeon; H vmdoyeon
Bpioketon otov otiyo 33." "AAAG oavalntiote mpdTA TN
Bactieion Tov Kol TN GKAIOGUVY TOV, KOl OAO OVTA TO
wpayuato 0o tpocstedovy eniong o€ €5dc."" Avto eivan Gho.
O Kvprog mpémet va givar o Kopidg cag, oyt papmvd, oxt
mpaypato ov BEA® va edéyEm. Eicat o Adokahog pov kot
0o oe avalnmow. Eépm o611 6tav oe avalntd, Kopie,
otdnmote ypetdlopor TPAYUATIKA, B0 HOL TPOCPEPELS.
AvtilopPdavopor 0Tt gmedn EIPOOCTE GLOKELOCUEVOL GF
ohpka, gival SOGKOAO va, To oVpE. AALG i amd OVTEG TIG
uépeg, O6tav pog vrovel n abovacio kot Eovpe ovtd To
GoBapto, umopodpe va Todpe, "GOt pHov, AVt 1 VITOCKESN
ntav tdco oinbwnq kot otabep 000 TOTE AALOTE.
[paypotikd mapeiyeg oTdONmOTE YPELOLOUOVY TPOYULOTIKE."
Avti givon 1 oAnBelo. Avty etvor mn vmooyeon Yo TV
vépPaom g ovnovyiog. Ac avalntnoovue AomoV £oeig Kt
YO TPOTA TO Paciield Tov Kot T SKA1OcHVN TOL Kol 0g

opovticel vTOHS Y10 TO LVTOAOLTA.
Ipocappoyn and to Amazing Grace #1165 - Steve Flatt, 26 Iovviov 1994

Mua umtooxeon ywa Tn owtnpia

Avt M vmdoyeon KAveElL TOVG GAAOLG VA @YPLOLV GE
GUYKPLON, 1 LTOGYESN TNG COTNPIAG, N ameAeVOEpwO amd
mv ouoptio, N amerevbépmon amd T SovAgia NG, 1M
anelevbépwon and v evoyn g, 1 cotnpio amd TNV




see how he says the three testify: the spirit, the water, and
the blood. And before that, he says, "When Jesus came, he
didn't come with water only."

Now if you know something about your Bible, you know
that when John, the baptizer, came as a forerunner, he said,
I come only with water, but there's one who comes after me
who baptizes with water and with the Spirit. Who was he
talking about? He was talking about Jesus. That's who he
was proclaiming. Sure enough Jesus did come with water
and after his sacrifice He poured out the Holy Spirit upon all
mankind and it's all possible because of the blood he shed
on that cross. Do you see why those three, the Spirit, the
blood, and the water, testify together?

The point of that metaphor in 1 John 5:6-8, is because of the
blood that was shed on Calvary. When you and | are
baptized in water in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit for the forgiveness of our sins, we are reenacting the
very burial and resurrection of Jesus. At that time we receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit along with the forgiveness of our
sins and all three of those testify together. It's beautiful.
Some people don't understand it, but that's how John and the
rest of the New Testament writers tell us we come to the
Lord Jesus Christ and accept the salvation he offers.

4. God adopts us as children. "How great is the love the
Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children
of God! And that is what we are!" (1 John 3:1) When we
come to Christ in obedience to the gospel, we are adopted as
children. Galatians 4:7 says the same thing, so does the
Ephesian letter.

5. He gives us his Spirit. “We know that we live in him and
he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.” (1 John 4:13)
He says the same thing in 1 John 3:24 “Those who obey his
commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we
know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave
us.” “Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in
you, whom you have received from God?” (1 Corinthians
6:19) “We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words
cannot express” (Romans 8:26-27) He "bears fruit in our
lives" (Galatians 5:22-23) He works to help conform us to
the image of Jesus Christ. (Romans 8:29)

What happens when one comes to Christ? What happens
when one obeys the gospel? John says He gives you the
Spirit to live within you to help you in your walk with the
Lord.

6. Our lives change. Our lives change after coming to Christ
and receiving forgiveness and receiving the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

advVio Kotadikn Kot vo aviikatootadel ond Ty oaudvia
Cor.

Kabe 1660, 60 Kot yd prAéicovpe T0G0 TOAD LE TO €M Kol
TAOPOL TTOV TPOYUATIKA EEYVALLE OTL EILACTE TPOTKVVNTEG GTO
Spépo pag mpog €va peYaADTEPO HEPOC. AAAG exelveg Tig
OTLYHEG TTOL dgv EgYVALE, GLUVELONTOTOLOVNE OTL TAV® AITO
olo. M cotpia sivoar avtd mov yperdlopat Kot 1 caTpia
glvar avto mov emboud. ‘Etol, 1 vwoéoyeon oto 1 lwdvvn
5:13 eivan witepa onuovtikn. «Ta ypdeo ovtd ce £60C
OV TGTEVETE GTO OVOUA TOV Y100 Tov B0l Yo va pabete
ot éyete advia {ony.

'Hpovv ota 20 pov 6tav 1o didPaca cofapd yio mpdTn

(Opd, Kot KUPLOAEKTIKA pov Tpdvtate 10 Ke@IA. 'Eotoaca
ce avtdv Tov otiyo kol oképmka, t; O lwdvvng, o
ATOGTOAOG, £XEL YPAWYEL KATL £0M Y10 VoL EEPM OTL Exm cmBel
YTl TEPIOCTOTEPO ad OTIONTOTE AAAO GTOV KOGHO, OEAM
Vv vocyeoT Kot T dPePaimon tng cotmpiag. Eépelg Tt
éxovo ekeivn ) uépa; IMipioa micwm ko Eexivinoa amd v
apyn, Kot Stéfoca ToAD apyd Kot ToAD TPOGEKTIKG Y0, VOl
dm 0T OV £lye Yphwel Yia va KoToAdPw OTL £x® cwbEl.

®éLete TNV VIOGYEOT TNG cWTNPlag; Ag dove oToLyEln TOV
Eypoave.

1. Eiocoar opaptords. O Iodvvng Aéer, ebv Béhete va
AYKOAACETE TNV VAOGYEST] TG COTNPING Kot va EEPETE OTL
éxete owbei, wotoAaPete mpmdTO Omd OAO OWTO. «AV
woyvplopacte 0Tl glpoote yoPiG opaptic, eEATATANE TOV
€0TO pog kot 1 aAnOela dev givarl péoa pocy. (1:8) Eioan
ApOPTOAOG, sipol apopt@Adg, Olot dcol yvmpilm mov
oBdvouv ota  evilika  ypdvio  €xovv  emAéfel  va
apOpTHoOVY, OgV YeVVIONKaV otV apoptic, oAAL dStdAeEov
TO HOVOTATL TNG OpopTiOC.

Mo Bopilet. «Av 163VPIETOOUE OTL OEV £XOVUE AUAPTNOEL,
TOV KGvovpe va, eivorl yedTng Kot 0 AOyog Tov dev £xel Béom
ot Con pagy. (1:10) BAéreig o mpofinua, apaptio pov. H
apoptio pov pe yopilelt amd évav amoAdTOE dikolo Kot
Tavaylo @gd Tov dev audpTNGE TOTE, OV deV Dol AP THOEL
TOTE KOl TOV OEV UTOpel amd TN eOON TOL va peivel pe v
apoptio. oTNV TaPovcia Tov. Avtd glval Eva TPAYLOTIKO
wpoPAnua, €tol dgv eivay, Eipor opoptordg, eov sicot
APOPTOAOG Kot vanpeTovpe Evav Oed mov dev Ba {noet pe
Kapio apoptio. [ avtod 1o £ddero mpog Popaiovg 3:23 Aéet,
«...0M01 apdpnoay Kot otepnOnkay tm 06&a Tov Oov...»
Kot 10 edagpio Popaiovg 6:23, tpio kepdiaio apyotepa,
Aéel, «O oBog avtg g apaptiog gival OGvatoc». Avtod
glvar to TPOPANUA pog.

I'vopilete pio amd T1g PeYAAES TOPAVOTOELS TTOV EYOVUE OTN
yopa pog; O George Gallup to amokaivmtel KAOe opd TOV
Kéver o OpnokeVTIKN SNUOCKOTNOT Yot TOV TOPASELSO.
®a poTNoEL TOLG avOPOTOVE MOV TOTEHOLY GE Evav
TapadElco, «miotevete 0Tl Do mwhte otov Tapddsicoy. To




a. First, we don't yield to sin with the same frequency that
we did before becoming a Christian. "No one who lives
in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin
has either seen him or known him." (1 John 3:6)

Does that mean we're perfect people after we come to
the Lord? No, remember “If we claim to be without sin,
we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive
us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we
claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar
and his word has no place in our lives.” (1 John 1:8-10)
That was written to people who are already Christians.
We do sin, but because we serve a different Lord and
Master and because we have the gift of the Holy Spirit
living inside us, helping us in our prayer life and in our
walk to conform more like Jesus, we are different
people. We don't fall victim to the same temptations. We
don't long for the ways of the world and the ways of the
flesh. No, we are changing day by day, growing closer
and seeking after the things that God wants us to seek.

b. It makes a difference in how we treat our fellow man.
The Spirit does that in our lives. “We love because he
first loved us. If anyone says, "l love God," yet hates
his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love
his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom
he has not seen.” (1 John 4:19-20)

Not only do we go away from the world values and
following the way of Jesus, we are just going to treat our
fellow man the way God wants us to do.

Summary

Let's go back to the original promise. It's the promise that
you can know you're saved. Somebody may say, "Well, how
can | know I'm saved?" It's not a hard thing.

1. You're a sinner. That's not a hard thing for most of us to
know.

2. Jesus Christ is the answer through his atoning sacrifice.

3. Accept Jesus Christ as my Savior by believing, repenting,
being willing to confess, and experience that new birth
in baptism where the Spirit, and the water, and the
blood, all testify in agreement to Jesus.

4. s the Spirit of God bearing fruit in my life? | can sense
that by whether my longings are to follow the devil in
the world, or whether day by day it just seems to become
a more natural thing to follow God's way. | can test it by
how I'm treating each one of you every day. Am | loving

UEYOADTEPO UEPOC TNG AUEPIKNG AEEL, VOl XTI GUVEXELL
potoe "Aowmdv, ywri motevelg o6tt Ba mog oTov
mapadeico;" H tomkn amdvinon eivar [Mati vopilo ot
glpot 1660 Kahdg 660 6A0t 01 GAlol. AALG dev elvar avTd TO
{nrovpevo. To mpoPAnua dev €xel va kével pe 10 OGO
KaAOG gloatl | OG0 KaAdg propet va uny eicat. H kodloohvn
60V dev givar 1o Bpa. Eivar n kakia cov mov eivar to O&pa.
Av ko pmopet vo eloat tpopepd KaAog, glcat akOUo Kokog
YTl €lcat aKOUO AUOPTOAOG KoL 1 Lo GUOPTIO TOL EKOVEG
Y10 TPOTY POPE NTAV OPKETT Y10 VO, GE OLLLOVPDCEL Y10, VOL GE
KPOTNoEL Hokpld omd v mapovcios Tov Bgol Yo
aloviotnta. To katolaPaivelg avtd?

Mepikég popéc eotidlovpe otnv kaloovvn pog. Avtd Ba
NTOV GOV VO, TOPATACGOVIE OAO TOV AUEPIKAVIKO TANOVGLO
otig axtég g Kaipopvia kot va Aépe: «Katoémy evioAng,
Ba mdnEovpe 6A01 oTov Etpnvikd Qkeavo, yopig eaynto,
xopic Papko pe komnlacio, yopig cmciplo, yopic kauio
Bonbela ke eidovg kot koAvumnote otn Xafdan». Topa
oot Oa ta kaTapépovv; Avtd oképtnko. Ovte eyd ipat.

AMNG E€pete OTL B pmopovoapEe Vo S10POVIGOVLE Yo TO
w660 poakpd Oa to Katagépovpe. Mepukol amd esdg pmopel
Vo unv EEMEPACETE TO KEPAAL GOg TPV TVIYEiTE EMEDN gloTE
emkivduvol otnv pumaviépo. Mepucol and £odg glote TOAD
Kool koAvpupntés, iomg Ba pmopovoate va daviceTe Eval
TETAPTO TOV UIAiov, iowc Oa pmopohoote vo KAVETE Eva LGo
pidt. Nopilw o1t Oa pmopovca va Tam To KOADTEPO HEPOC
evog iAiov av ta Kopata dev etvan ToAd doynua. Mepucol
Olvpmokol kKolopupntég umopel va davdcovv 50 pila,
iowg ka1 meprocdTeEpa, oAAG Ba cag T Tt B0 cuuPel oTOV
xaféva pag. Oa mviyooue. Eite gloon 50 pido poxpia omod
v oxt gite 50 mod pokpld and v axt, Oa gioo
vekpog cav Koppi, yati to Oéua dev eivar mOGO KOAOG
kolvupnrrg eicat. To Oépa eivar 6TL T0 YAoHO €ivorl TOAD
peyaro. Avto givor to 0épa g apaptiog pov. Ecd kot eym
TOTELOVLE OTL EinacTe KOAA. AV giyoue pio yevon and 1o
YOOUO, OVAUESO GTO WIKPO AETTO, 1 TOTAMH avOpmToOTNTO
kot o ©gdc mov Omuovpynoe to  XOumav, Oa
VIOKAWOHOoTOV pE vIpomn kot Ba Aéyape cav tov Hoalo
«AAipovo pov!». Exhaya. "Exym xotactpagel! Exeldn sipot
vBpommog pe akdBapta yeiin, kot (o avapeca o€ Evov Aad
pe axdBopta yeidn, Ko ta patio pov gidav tov Bacid, tov
Kvpro tov Iavtokpdatopo." (Hodlog 6:5) O amdotohog
lodvvng ppovrtilel va yvopilovue 6Tt eipoocte apopt@Aoi.

2. O Inootg Xpiotdg elvarl n advinon oty apoptio. «Xov
TO YPAP® ovTO Yoo va unv opaptoeie». (1 Iodvvn 2:1)
INoti; Twti 1 apoptio eivar €1g Bapog pog. «AAAL av
Kémolog apoptdvel, £xovue évav mov wAd otov Ilatépa
TPOGg VIEPAOTION Hog - Tov Incov Xpiotd, tov Aikaio.
Avtog givon 1 e&ihemTikn Buoia yia Tig apoptieg pogy (A’
Iodvvov 2:1-2).

Mepwcéc amd T maAoTEPEg peTOPPAcES Afve, «H
g&inémon, N e&hemtikn Bucia, Yo TIC apopTieS pag, Kot oyl




you like a brother or am 1 trying to exploit and abuse
you or ignore you?

I've heard people say, "I don't believe you can know you're
saved." John says you can. Somebody says, "Oh, but it's
complicated.” No it's not. You've either accepted Jesus
Christ, or you haven't. You've either obeyed the gospel or
you haven't. It doesn't take a rocket scientist to examine
one’s own life and to say, "I'm either walking by the Spirit,
or I'm not." It's not up to me to judge you and it's not up to
you to judge me. But it's up to you to judge you.

The whole summary of this lesson is. "And this is the
testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in
his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have
the Son of God does not have life." It's not all that hard, but
the promise is sure. Do you have the Son of God in your
life? (John 5:11-12)

Adapted from Amazing Grace #1166, Steve Flatt, July 3, 1994

A Promise for Strength

How strong are you? That's a pretty ambiguous question,
isn't it? In fact you need more criteria and other questions
answered before you can ever answer.

Do you mean in how many pounds can one bench press? Or,
how many miles one can run without giving out. Maybe it
doesn't deal with physical exertion. How much pain can one
tolerate and retain consciousness? Are you talking about
how many pressures in your life you can bear at any one
time?

In one sense the question, how strong are you, is too broad
a question to answer. But in another sense, it's a very easy
question to answer. The answer is: not very strong.

| don't really care what criteria you're talking about. If you're
talking about pounds to be lifted, about miles to be run, pain
to be endured, hardships or burdens to be born, the best of
us are not very strong.

Now when we act like we are or when we say we are strong,
it's either our pride coming out, or else we're making those
statements in light of or in comparison to some other people.
I may say I'm stronger than he is, I'm stronger than she is or
I may say I'm stronger than most of the people | know in a
particular criteria. But let's get real.

In light of all the pounds that could be lifted, miles to be run,
pain to endure in a lifetime or burdens that need to be born,
none of us are very strong. In fact we are not strong enough
to get out of this world alive. Let "Father-Time" work on

UOVO Yo TIG S1kEG Hag, aAAd Kot Yio TIG apapTieg OOV TOV
KOGHOVY. AvTd elval To KaAvtepo véa mov Ba akoVoETE
TOTE, av OgV T £YETE OKOVOEL TTOTE, Ol TEPIGGOTEPOL UTO
€06iG. AAMAG axoua KL av €xeTe, elvat ToL KOAVTEPO VEQ TOV
0o akovoeTE TOTE.

Eoelg a1 eyd, 0t0vV OTEKOHOGTE EVOTMIOV TNG JIKAGTIKNG
€0pag Tov Beob, tov [Matépa, £yovue évav mov eivol o
«GVVAYOPOS» UaG. AVTOC NTOV EVOG EAMANVIKOG OPOG Y10, TOV
dwknydpo vmepdomong. Tic mpodiieg pmnko oe  pio
dwaotikn aifovca Kot £ida Evay GuVIYopo VIEPACTIONG VO
OTEKETOL OIMTAOC GTOV KOTIYOPOOUEVO. ZAQVIKG GTO HVAAD
LoV GKEPTNKA TNV E1KOVA TOV INc0o0 va otéketan HimAa Lov
KkaBd¢ oTéKopoL Pmpootd oTov Bpdvo tov [atépa.

Ta koAd véa eivon, eime, Avtodg eivan n e&ihémon, 1
eEentikn Bucia. H eAdnvuy piCo onuaivel, «extpémoy,
EKTPET® TNV 0pYyN. Mepikéc Qopéc ypnoomombnke oe
GAAN popon o va avagepbel oe €va dpyavo cav aomida
OV OMETPENE TO, YTLMNAUOTA oo Eipn Ko dopato, omd
avtinaAovg otpotinteg. BAénete o vomua; Otav o Incoig
KPEUAGTNKE GE QLTOV TOV GTOVPO, OAN 1 0pYT TOL B0V OV
oTOYEVEL 6TV apapTio XN el TNV apoptico, ¥TOTNCE
avTOV ToV 0TOVPO Kol 0 INcovg Tov anécvpe and céva Kot
amo epéva. Kot yi' avtd povae: «Ogé pov, Oeé pov, yoti
LLE EYKOTELEWWES».

Ag kataAdPovpe 6A0l OTL TO KAEWL TG cOTNPiag ivol o
Incovg Xpiotdg. Avt givar n dvvaun g compiag. O
AmTOGTOAOG EIME: «AEV VTAPYEL CMTNPIO GE KavEVAY GALOV,
YTt dgv VILAPYEL GALO GVOpO KAT® 0mtd ToV ovpavod Hetalhd
TV avBpdnwv, 6mov mpénet va cwbodue». (Ilpa&eig 4:12)
®¢lete vo udabete oo givar awtd to ovopa; Eivarl to ovoua
Incovc.

To MartBaiog 1:21, n mpoavayyeilo g emiKeipevng
vévvnong tov Incov Aéet, «ddote Tov T0 Gvopa Incovg, yiati
0o choel Tov Aad Tov omd Tig apoptieg Tovy. To eddero 1
Kopwbiovg 15:22 Aéel, «Onmg otov Addp 6Aot ot dvOpmmot
nebaivouv, £tat Kot otov Xp1otd 6dot Ba (ovtavéyouvy. Ta
onovdaia véa givar 6tL 6tav o Incotg Pynke amd avtdv Tov
Tépo TV TPitn NuUéPA, avTOC 0 TAPOS Euetve adetog. H
SdovAgion Ko 1 Svvapn TG ApoPTIOG Kol TNG KATodikng
apétnkav akppac ekel. To éomace o Incodg Xpiotdc, 1
e€entikn pog Bvoio. To voduepo éva yeyovog eivar Otl
gipor apoptorog. To yeyovog vovuepo dvo eivar 0Tl 0
Incovg Xpiotog eivar 1 amdvimon. Tv dAlo pog Aéel o
lodvvng ya tn yvoon g cotpiag;

3. Aexdiknon avtig g compiag - «Kabévag mov moteel
otL 0 Inoobg givar o Xpiotog yevvnOnke amd tov Ogd, Kot
KkaBévag mov ayoamd Tov Tatépa ayomd kot to woudi tovy. (1
Iwavvn 5:1) Avto sivar pépog g amdvTnong.

"Avtog eivor mov Mpbe pe vepd Ko aipo --- o Inocovg
Xpio10g. Aev ipbe povo ue vepd, aAAd UE VEPO KO CjLOL.




you a few days and he'll show you just how "un-strong" you
are. | need the strength of God to make it through life.

Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is
the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the
earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his
understanding no one can fathom. He gives strength
to the weary and increases the power of the weak.
Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men
stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings
like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they
will walk and not be faint. (Isaiah 40:28-31)

It's so beautiful in its entirety, | hate to try and break it down
and dissect it but there are four key facets.

1. Who God is. There was a little girl one time who was
scared of going into a room because it was dark, and that
was where her bed was, she needed to sleep there. Her
parents finally told her, they said, "Now look honey, don't
you be afraid to go in that room because God's there, and he
won't leave you alone.” Well finally that gave her enough
courage to slip into that dark room and to crawl up into bed.
But she thought about that promise a little bit, and she said,
"God, if you are here, don't say anything because it will scare
me to death." It would me too, wouldn't it you?

What about God? Who is God? Isaiah, the prophet, tells us,
the three omni (meaning all or completely) characteristics of
God:

a."The Lord is the everlasting God." (verse 28) That tells us
that he's omnipresent with respect to time. There's never
been a time when he wasn't. There will never be a time
when he isn't. In fact, time is absolutely nothing to God.
He's not bound by it, he doesn't even measure things by
it, and you and | can't even begin to comprehend that
because everything we do is measured by time. God
doesn't deal with time. God said, "I am that | am. |
always have been, and | always will be."

Next the verse says, "He is the Creator of the ends of the
earth..." There's never been a place that he wasn't. He
put it there. There's never been a place that he isn't. Our
God is omnipresent. He is everywhere. You don't leave
his presence.

b. He is omnipotent. He is all powerful. Not only did he
create the ends of the earth, but "He will not grow tired
or weary..." His strength, his power, his energy, all of
those things are absolutely limitless.

c. Heis omniscient. He knows absolutely everything "...and
his understanding no one can fathom." Put simply, he

Kot to TIvevpua givor mov paprtopet, yari to Ivedpo etvar n
ainBsa. I'ati avtol elvar Tpelg mov poaptupovv: To Ivedpa,
TO VEPO KOl TO OGP0 Kot T TPio. CLUPOVOVV.» (GTiX0og 6)
Topa avtd propet va cog akovyeTot Ayo umepdepévo otnv
apyn, OAAG 0G TO AVGOLLLE.

[IpdTa am '6Aa, 1 amwodoyn TG cOTNPING TOV TPOSPEPEL O
Incovg Eexva pe v memoibnomn o0t eivatl avtdg ToL gime OTL
Nrav. O Oedg épyeton 611 cdpKa, 0 Y10¢ tov Oov, avtd
gine 0 otiyog éva Tov Kepahaiov 5. Mnv kévete Kavéva
AGBoc. Avt n miot ival to Begpédio yuo v awdvia {omn
oV TTPOGPEPEL 0 Incovc. Mmopeite va kdvete 0,11 GAAO
O¢élete, umopeite va peTovoncete, pmopeite vo PaptioTeite,
0AAG av dev moTELETE OTNV Kapdld 6ag 0Tt 0 Incolc elvar o
Y10G ToVL B0V, dev £xete T Bepuédia Yo vo Epbete o avToHV.
AMG pe ooty v memoifnom, vmapyxelt M €vvoln g
petévorog. Tdpa etkpvad 6 0VTY| TN GUVTOUT EMIGTOAN, O
Lodvvng dev €xel aueon avaeopd otn LeTdvotl, aAAd ipon
BéParog 6TL 01 OVOYVAOOTEG TOL TO YVOPLLAY KOl PEEL GE OAN
v Kown Atodnkn.

O I[wdvvng o Bantiomg, o Tpodpopog kot 0 dtoyyeAEéos Tov
Incov, Mpbe xnpvTTOVIOG éVva UAVLUO HETAVOLOG ©C
wpobmdheon Yy T GVYYOPeEST. OLUACTE TNV MUEPA TOV
Eexivnoe n exkAnoia otig [pa&eig 2; O Iétpog onrdbnke
Y10 AOYOPLOGHO OA®V TOV AITOGTOAWMY Kol KIPLEE Yo avTOV
Tov avBpomo, tov Incod. ‘Exdeice Aéyovtag: «Avtdv tov
Incov, tov onoio ctavpwsoec, o Oedg Tov Ekave kKot Kopro
Kol Xpioton. Kat 6cot dkovsav avtd to Aoyla tpumndnikoy
6TV Kapdd Toug Kot elmav: «Adépeia Tt va Kavovpe;» O
[Tétpog gine: «Metavonote kot fagTioteite, o kabévag oag,
oto Ovopa tov Incov Xpiotod Y TN CLYYOPEST TOV
apoptiov coo». ([pa&eig 2:38)

Y1ic [Ipaéeig 20:21, o [avAog, eved Bpiokotav otnv Egeco,
gine: «AfAwoa kot 6tovg lovdaiovg kot otovg EAAnveg 611
TPEMEL VO GTPAPOVY 0TOV Bed e peTdvolo Kot va, £(0vV
niotn otov Kopid pog Incovy.

Apo p miotn etvon amopaitntn ot petdvow. To
ATOKOPVP®LUO TNG OTAVTNONG TNG TGTNG TNG ATOS0YNS TOV
Incov ot Lon cag eivar 1o Banticpo. [Totog ivar antodg o
Eemepva Tov KOGH0; Movo avtdg mov mioTevel 0Tt o Incotg
gtvan 0 Y10g tov ®gov. Avtdg eivarl mov Npbe pe vepd kot
aipa-o Incovg Xpiotds. Aev pbe udvo pe vepod, aAld ue
vepo Kot aipo. Kot to [Tvedua etvat avtd mov poaptupet, yroti
to [lvedpo etvar m aAnBeion. (1 lodvvn 5:5-6) H yAdooo
glval oxedov TomTIKY, UTopel vo TpoKoAel cVyyvon. AAAG
PAEmeTe TAOC AEEL OTL OL TPELS LOPTLPOVV: TO TVEV UM, TO VEPO
Kot to aipo. Kot wpv amd avto, Aéer: «Otav pbe o Incovg,
dev fpbe povo pe vepodm.

Taopa, av yvopilete katt yio ) Biplo cag, EEpete OTL 6TV
o Imavvng, o PBagtiotc, Npbe wg Tpddpouoc, gime, Epyopol
pUovo pe vepo, aAAd vITAPYEL EVOC TTOL £PYETOL LETA OO PEVAL
7ov Baoetilel pe vepd ko pe to [vedpa. o motov pAovok;




knows it all. He knows everything. Nothing gets by him.
He is absolutely all-wise.

You and | are most ill-equipped to embrace the concept of
God. Like Moses, | so desperately want to look on his face.
But also just like Moses, | have nowhere near a fraction of
the capacity to do that.

The greatest thing about heaven in my humble estimation is
that Christians are going to look on the face of God. I'm not
all that excited about the street of gold. Oh, I might want to
see it especially when Revelation said it would be as
"transparent as glass" or the gates made out of pearl, but they
are only figurative expressions to show the grandeur of
Heaven. | am excited about the reunion I'll have with loved
ones and saints who've gone on before, that grand reunion
of all the redeemed.

The thing | want most of all from heaven is to be able to look
on the face of God Almighty. You and | here cannot
mentally embrace him, he is completely sovereign. He is
transcendent. He is beyond comprehension. In fact, have
you ever noticed in Scripture, the reaction of people who
somehow were given that gift just to take a glimpse of God
one way or the other?

God told Moses "You can't look on my face and live. I'm
just going to put you there on the rock and let you view the
back side." When Moses went up on the mountain and
received the law, the Ten Commandments, he came down
without seeing God face to face. But God spoke to him and
when he came down from the mountain, his face was so
radiant, everybody was afraid of him. He put a veil on
because his presence literally glowed.

When Job was in the presence of God, and God was asking
him questions face to face, Job bowed down on his face and
said, "l am unworthy, how can | reply to you? | put my hand
over my mouth.” (Job 40:4)

"l heard and my heart pounded, my lips quivered at the
sound. Decay crept into my bones, and my legs trembled."”
(Habakkuk 3:16) When lIsaiah glanced into the throne room,
instead of saying, "Hallelujah, isn't it great to see God." He
said, "Woe to me! ... | am ruined! For | am a man of unclean
lips." (Isaiah 6:5) John, the apostle, said "When | saw him, |
fell at his feet as though dead.” (Revelation 1:17) There's
nothing | want more than to see the face of God, but if | were
to look upon it, it would kill me.

What I'm trying to get across is that we've got a God who is
far beyond our comprehension. J. B. Phillips wrote a book
many years ago entitled Your God is Too Small, and the title
says it all. I want to tell you something about your view of
God. It's too small. You say, you don't even know how I
view God. | don't care how you view God, it's too small.

Muovoe v tov Incod. Avtdv dlaxnputie. Xiyovpo o
Inocovc fpbe pe vepd ko petd ) Buoia tov £yvoe 10 Aylo
[Mvebpo og 6AN v avBpomdtTa Kot OAa givar Suvatd Adym
TOV O{HOTOC TOV €YVGE G AVTOV TOV 6TAVPO. BAémete yiati
avtd ta Tpia, To [Ivedpo, o aipa kol to vepo, paptupodv
podi;

To vonuo avtg tg petagopdg oto 1 Iwdavvn 5:6-8,
opeiletal 6T0 aipa wov yvonke otov ['odyobd. Otav eoeig
Kot ey® PaeTilépacte oto vepd oto dvoua tov [atépa, Tov
Yo kot tov Ayiov [lvedpatog yia ) cvyydpeon twov
QUOPTIOV HOG, OVOTOPAyoLpE TV 010 TNV TAQn Kol TNV
avdotaon Tov Incod. Exetvn v dpa Aappdvovpe to dmdpo
tov Ayiov Ivedparog padi pe t cuyy®peon TOV AUopTIOV
pog kot poptupovy kKo to, tpia poli. Etvor opopeo. Mepucoi
dvBpomol dev 1o KotoAafaivovy, dAAd €16l pog Aéve o
Iodvvng kot ot vwdAouTor cuyypageig g Kawvng Awabnkng
ot gpyopaote otov Koplo Incod Xpioto kot amodeyopuacte
TN oOTNPio TOL TPOGPEPEL.

4. O Oeo¢ pog viobetel mg moudd. "Tldéco peydin eivor M
ayann mov pog xéproe o Hotépag, dote va ovopalopacte
mao1d Tov gov! Kot avtd eipaote!" (1 lodvvn 3:1) Otav
gpyopaote otov XPIoTO HE VAOKON OTO ELOYYEMO,
viofetovpaote og mtaudld. To edaplo ['ahdreg 4:7 Aéel 10
id1o mpaypo, o idto Aéel ko 1| EQéctog emaToA.

5. Mag divet to Tlvedpa tov. «Eépovpe 6tL Lodpe péca oe
aVTOV Kot 00TOG HEGH LAG, Y10t pog £dmae amod o [Tvevpa
Touy. (1 Iodvvn 4:13) Aéel 10 d10 mpdypo oto 1 Iwdvvn
3:24 «Exeivol mov vmokobovv oTig eviorég Tov {ovv og
LTV, Kol avTog péca oe avtég. Kot étotl E€povpe 6tL (et
uéca pog: to yvopifovue amod to Iveduo mov pog Edmaey.
«To copa cov gtvar vadg tov Ayiov [Ivevparoc, molog stvon
pécsa oov, Tov omoio £lafeg amd tov Ogd;» (1 Koprvbiovg
6:19) «Aev EEpovpie Yo TL TPETEL VO TTPOGEVYOUAGTE, GALA
70 1010 T0 [Ivevpa pecorafei yio epic pe oTEVAYIODS TOV
dev umopovv va kepacovy ta Adylon (Pouaiovg 8:26-27)
Avtdg «koapmopopei otn (on pagy ( TaAdrteg 5:22-23)
Epyaletar yio va pog Pondnoetl vo mpocopuoctode otnv
gwdva Tov Incod Xpiotov. (Popaiovg 8:29)

Tiv ovpPaiver 6tav kdmowog épyetor otov Xpiotd; Ti
ovpPaivel Otav kdémorog vmakovel oto gvayyéiwo; O
lodvvng Aéel 0Tt oag divel To [Tvedua yio va (Roet péco cag
Y va 6og Pondnoet 6to mepmdtnpa cog pe tov Kopio.

6. H {on poag adlaler. H (of pog adddlel agod éBovue
otov Xp1oTo Kot Adfovpe cuyympeoT Kot Adovpe To dmpo
tov Ayiov Ivedparog.

éva. Ilpmtov, dev vmoympolUe oTNV apopTics Pe TNV 1ot
ovyvoTNTo MOL Kévape mpPwv  yivovue ypPloTIOVOL.
"Kaveig mov (el pésa tov dev apaptdvel. Kaveic mov
ovveyilel va apoptavel oute Tov £xEL 0l 0VTE TOV EYEL
yvopicel." (1 Iodvvn 3:6)




Take your view of God and multiply it a million times, it's
still too small. What lIsaiah wants to make sure that we
understand is, if we are going to embrace this promise for
strength, we need to understand that we have a God who is
able to back it up.

2. Who we are. The second facet of the promise is trying to
understand who we are. That's easier to do. "He gives
strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak."
(Isaiah 40:29). Do you see those two "w" words that
describe us: weary and weak. That's who we are.

“Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble
and fall.” The prophet wants to make sure that the young
men who hear these words or read these words understand
that principle. Do you know why he wanted to make sure of
that? Because young men think they are invincible, and so
do young women.

When | was between 18 and 25 years old my whole life was
in front of me. Every now and then, one of my friends would
have an accident, somebody would die, but that wasn't going
to happen to me. | was invincible, and | was strong. Oh but
God has a way of teaching us, doesn't he? I'm grateful that
I've learned a lesson.

I was reminded of it the other day because I'm a runner. Let
me rephrase that. I'm a very part-time runner. | hadn't run in
about three weeks, and | began to feel a little guilty because
my waistband began to get a little tight and my caloric intake
was getting a little large. | decided | would catch up all in
one day. | took out one afternoon and decided to run 5.2
miles. | walked 2.6 of it. | languished on that sofa grasping
for breath for the next five hours. | thought back, there was
a day when | could run five miles and come home and be
ready to play basketball. That day is gone. We are weak and
weary people. Don't let your pride tell you otherwise.

All right, we've got a God who's bigger, broader, stronger,
more powerful and wiser than we can imagine. We are just
weak and weary people.

3. Lord will renew your strength. "Those who wait upon
the Lord will renew their strength." Now the word, "wait,"
doesn't mean idleness. It doesn't mean just sitting around
saying, "Okay God, zap me, hit me!" Don't misunderstand,
there is a time to just “be still and know that I am God”.
There's atime in all our frenzy and rat race when we do need
to just be quiet and let God speak to us, meditate upon him,
read his word, and pray to him. That's not really the context
here.

The idea here is to wait upon the Lord which would be
something like a cabinet member waiting upon the President
of the United States. What does it mean to wait upon him?
It means to serve him, to tend to him, to help him. A better

Avtd onuaivel 0Tl elpaocte téAE0L AVOpOTOL QPOV
épboope  otov  Kopo; Oy, Oounbeite «Av
woyvpiopacte 6t elpacte avopudptnTol, EEATOTALE TOV
€aLTO pog Kot M oAnfsw dev eival péoa pog. Av
OMOAOYNGOLUE TIG OUOPTIEG MHOC, &€ivol ToTOg Kot
dikorog kot Ba pog cuyywpnoet Tig apapties pag kot Ho
pog e€ayvioel amd kdOe adwkia. Av 1oyvplotove 1L dev
£€YOVE QUOPTNOEL, TOV KAvove va eivar yebtng Kot o
AGYoG oV dev €xel Béon ot (on pogy. (1 Iodvvn 1:8-
10) Avtd ypdotnke oe avBpodmovg mov eivor MoM
Xpiotwovol. Apoptévovps, 0AAL €REWN VANPETOVUE
évav dwpopeTikd Kvplo kot Adokoho kol €TEON
&yovpe 10 ydpopa tov Ayiov Ivedparog va (et péoa
pog, mov pag pondd otn Lo TS TPoGELYNS LG Kol GTO
TEPTATNUA OGS VO CUUHOPPOODE TEPIGGATEPO GaV
tov Incov, eipaote Jwpopetikol GvOpwomol.  Agv
méptoope  Bdpato tov  dwv  mEPacudvV.  Agv
Aoy TaPOVLE TOVS TPOTOVG TOL KOGHOL KOl TOVG TPOTOVGS
g aapkac. Oyi, oAAdlovue puépa pe ™ pépa,

ol. 'Exet dapopd o©T0 MOG OCLUTEPIPEPOUNCTE GTOV
ouvavlpond pog. To [vedua 1o kbver awtd otn {on
HoG. «Ayamape ylotl pog oydnnoee Tpmtog. Av KAmo1og
TEL €AY TOV Oedy, AL LiGEL TOV adEAPO TOV, gival
YeuTG. A0TL OT010¢ OV ayomd Tov 0dEAPO TOV, TOV
omoio &yel dgl, dev pmopel va ayomioel tov Ogd, Tov
omnoio dev et dew. (1 Imavvn 4:19-20)

Oyt noévo amopaKpuVOHAGTE Ao TIG TAYKOGUIES a&ieg
Kot akohovOdvToag Tov dpopo tov Incov, oAAd amimg
Bo coumTEPIPEPOLOCTE GTOVG GLVAVOPOTOVS oG OTWS
0élel 0 Bedc va, KAvovLE.

MepiAnyn

Ag emotpéyovpe oty apytkn vooyeo. Etval n vmooyeon
otL umopeic va E€pelg otL €xelc ombel. Kamotog umopel va
meL, "Aomov, T uropm v EEpm OTL Exm cwbel;" Agv givan
d0oKoAO TPAyLLA.

1. Eloat opaptorog. Avtd dev gival SVGKOAO ylo. TOVC
TEPLGCOTEPOVG OO ELAG VO, TO YVOPILOLLE.

2. O Inoobg Xpiotdg elvar 1 amdvinon MHEC®  TNG
e&emtikng Buciog tTov.

3. Amnodgyteite tov Incov Xpiotd w¢ TOTpA LoV PE TNV
miot, TN petdvoln, v emBupio va eEoporoynOel ko
va (noete avth ™ véa yévvnon oto Panticpo émov 1o
[Tvevpa, to vepd kot to aipo, OAG LOPTUPOVV OF
ovueovia pe tov Incov.

4. To Ivedbpo tov Oe0b kapropopei ot (N pov; Mropd
va avtinedod 0t amd To ov o1 Aaytapieg Lov gival va




illustration would be a "waiter," in a fine restaurant. What
does a waiter at a really nice restaurant do? Well if you're at
his table, he is so focused on you, he is tending to you.

About a year ago, | took my wife out on our anniversary to
this really, really nice restaurant. It set me back a bundle to
be honest. It was a nicer place than we're accustomed to
taking the family. In fact the kids didn't go with us. | was
amazed because | couldn't get my water a half inch down,
fingers were being snapped, and that water was refilled. | bet
he refilled my water 20 times that night. When | spilled some
bread crumbs in front of me, all of a sudden here he was with
a little knife scraping it all off into a little plate. He picked
my napkin up and put it right there over my lap. If I ever just
so much as looked up he was waiting on me, total attention.
Now listen, when | sense my weariness, my weakness, and
my strength zapping, what do | do? | wait upon the Lord.
My total attention is given to him. He is my focus. If 1 will
wait upon him like that fellow waited upon me, he will
"renew my strength."

| find that people who grow weary, discouraged and tired do
one or two things generally, and I'm talking about Christian
people. One thing is they forget God. Some Christians just
forget him. They worry so much about their own zapped
strength, their own apathy, and their own trials that they put
God on a shelf and try to fix all this themselves. The other
people in the midst of weariness, trial and zapping of
strength begin to focus upon the Lord. They really focus
upon the Lord asking Him to "renew me," and He does.

4. What God does. "The Lord will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” (verse 31)

I love the illustration of the eagle, the most majestic of all
birds, the one that soars higher than any others. It's not the
first time God used that analogy. In Exodus 19:4, he was
talking to the children of Israel who were now about to
wander. He said, "You yourselves have seen what | did to
Egypt, and how | carried you out on eagles' wings..."

Part of the reason is for protection against prey. But part of
the reason is because to assist in teaching an eaglet, a baby
eagle, to fly. When the time comes for the little eagle chick
to fly, it is nestled out of the nest and begins to free fall to
see if those wings are ready to work. The mother eagle is
peering with intent and an accurate eye. If her little eaglet
can't begin to fly, the mother eagle swoops down and flies
underneath and catches it on her back. If she can't get it on
her back, she gets it with her beak and soars up again.

Folks, that's what our God does for us. When | wait upon
him in my weariness and my weakness, he will watch me
with that keen eye and as he sees me fall, he will swoop
under me. "They shall mount up with wings as eagles" not

aKoAoVONo® TOV S1APOAD GTOV KOGLO 1| oV LLEPOL LE TN
HEPA PAIVETOL OTAMG VO YIVETAL TLO PLGIKO TPAYLLOL VOL
aKoAovOm Tov 3popo Tov Pe0h. MTop® VoL T SOKIUACH
OO TO TMG GLUTEPIPEPOLLAL GTOV KaBEva amd £50G KaOe
pépa. Ze ayomd cov adeped 1 mpoomabdd vo og
EKUETOAAEVTD KO VL GE KOAKOTOMG® 1) VO GE 0LyVOT|0M;

‘Ex® axovoetl avBpdmoug va Aéve, «Aev TIGTEV® OTL UTOPEig

va Eépelg 0Tl cmbnkeg»y. O Tavvng Aéel 611 pmopeic.
Kémolog Aéet, "Q, aAra elvar mepimioro". Oyt dev eivar. Eite
deymrate Tov Incov Xpio1o, gite dyt. 'H éxete vmaxovoet
G7TO gVaYYEMI0 N Oev €xeTe. Aev ypeldletal Evag EMGTNUOVIS
mopadAoV yio va eEgtdoet T {on Tov ATOUOL Kol Vo TEL:
«H meprotd ovppava pe to [vedpa 1) dev mepmatdw». Agv
glval 070 ¥€p1 oL va o€ KPive kot dev glval 6To ¥€PL GOL Va.
pe kpivelg. AALG gtvan oto répt cov va g Kpivels.

O 1 mepiAnyn avtov tov pednuatog sival. «Kat avt
glvan m popropic: o O®edg pog Edmwoe Lo odvia, Kot vt M
Com elvar otov Y16 tov. Exeivog mov €xet tov Y16 €xet {on-
avTOC OV Ogv €xel Tov Y10 Tov B0, dev €xel {ony. Agv
glvar 1600 duoKoro, aALA 1 VOGYEoT glvan Giyoupn. Exete
tov Y16 tov Ogo0 ot (o1 cag; (Iodvvng 5:11-12)
ITpocoppoyn and to Amazing Grace #1166, Steve Flatt, 3 IovAiov 1994

Mua untéoxeon yla duvapn

[T6co duvatdg eicar; Avtn givor pio apkeTd dSuPopovuEeV
epMTNON, £T01 OgV Elval;, TNV TPAYLATIKOTNTO Xpeldleote
TEPLOCOTEPQ, KPITTPLOL KOl AALEG EpMTNGELS VO amavTnOovV
TPV UTOPEGETE TOTE VO OMAVINGETE.

Evvoeic oe moéoa kiAd pmopel vo motnoel £vag maykog; 'H,
moca pido propel Kaveic va TpéEet xwpig va voympnoEL.

Towc dev aoyoleitan pe TN coUoTK Kotamdvnon. [1éco

wovo umopei vo aveydet kot va, dStotnpnoet T acOneelg Tov;
Mirdg yio Tooeg mESES oTn (N 6oL Umopeic va avtéEelg
Kké0e popd;

Katd pia évvola, n epdnon, n6co duvotdg eicat, etvar o
ToAD gvpeia epmdTNON Yo va amovinOel. AAAG omd o GAAN
dmoyn, eival po ToAD €dkohn gpdnon vo omavtnfei. H
amdvinon sivat: oyl ToAY wyvpn.

Agv pe voldlet yio oo kprtiple JAGG. Av fuAdTe Yo KiAd
OV TPEMEL VO, OCNKADGETE, Yoo PiAa Tov Tpémet vo TpéEete,
TOVO TOV TPEMEL Vo VIouEivete, Kakovyiec | Papn mov
TPEMEL VO, YEVVIOETE, 01 KOAVTEPOL amd UG eV €ival TOAD
dvvarol.

Topa, 6Tav GOUTEPIPEPOUACTE OTTMG EIPOCTE 1 OTOV AEUE
ot eipoote dvvartoi, eivon gite 1 mEpNEdvVia pog, eite
KAVOUUE OVTEG TIC ONAMGCELG VIO TO TPICHA 1] 0€ CUYKPION
HE KATo1ovg dAlovg avBpmmove. Mmopel va tm 0Tt glplat o




because I'm strong, but because I've got a God who put the
stars in their place, and who loved me enough to die for me.

I know you know the old song. "What a friend we have in
Jesus, all our sins and grief’s to bear! What a privilege to
carry, everything to God in prayer!" Listen to the third verse.
"Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of
care? Precious Savior, still our refuge, take it to the Lord in
prayer. Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the
Lord in prayer? In his arms he'll take and shield thee, thou
wilt find a solace there." That's true. That's the promise. That
is indeed one of those precious promises that get us through
this life. Adapted from Amazing Grace #1167 - Steve Flatt, July 10, 1994

Promise for Understanding

The promise "we know that in all things God works for the
good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28) is the one of the
best known, best loved.

That passage is a security for us in a time of storm. It's a
passage that we turn to when we're in turmoil, or in tragedy.
It's a passage we look at when we're wondering why we just
don't understand. It takes our "why" and it turns it into
"who." It takes our question and it turns us to the one who
will always provide an answer. It's a promise for
understanding.

"For we know." Underline those words. "We know." There's
the promise for understanding. Even when things happen
that hurt us, level us, or leave us absolutely clueless as to
why they ever came about. "And we know that in all things
God." Right after that little prepositional phrase, "works"
That's the key to the whole verse. We're going to look at it
in some detail but that's the key. It's not what you know, it
is who you know.

The key to understanding in life is knowing God and trusting
Him. That's the key. It's not how much you know, it's not
how much you understand, it's not what your 1Q is. The
brightest among us don't have the ability to understand the
depths, the mysteries and the difficulties of life. We just
don't have that within us.

I'm a little amused that in two verses prior to Romans 8:28,
Paul says, "In the same way...we do not know what we ought
to pray for." That's the truth isn't it? I know some things for
which I need to pray, but there are so many needs in my life,
there is so many circumstances going around me, that | don't
even begin to understand, | need God to help me pray. | don't

dvvotdg amd ekelvov, eipton o duvatdg amd eKeiv | LITOPM
vo T OTL &lponl mo duvatdc amd TOVG MEPIGGOTEPOL
avBpmTOVS TOV YVOPIl® HE CLYKEKPIUEVE KpLTple. AAAG
ag yivoope aAnfwot.

Ynd 1o mpiopa 6AV TtV KM@V mov Ba umopovcov vo
onKmBolv, TOV YAMOUETPOV TOL TPEMEL VA TPEEETE, TOV
TOVOL TIOV TTPEMEL va. viopeivete o€ o (on 1 Tov Papdv
OV TTPEMEL VO YEVWNO0UV, KavEVAG Ao ERAG OEV EIVOL TOAD
duvatog. Xy mpaypatikotto dev eipaote apkeTd dSvvartol
v va Byodpe {oviavol and avtdv Tov KOGHO. APToTE TO
"Father-Time" va dovAéyel Thvo cog PEPIKEG UEPES Kat Oa
cog dgiEel mdoo "un dvvatdg” eiote. Xpetdlopat T dvvaun
ToL B0V Yo Vo Ta KOTAPEP® 6T (oN.

Agv Eépeig; Aev €yete akovoetl; O Koprog ival o
aoviog Oedsg, 0 Anovpyog TV AKpOV TS YNG.
Agv Ba Kovpaotel o0Te Ba KovpaoTel Kol Kaveic dev
umopel va kataldfer v kotavonon tov. Afvet
dvvaun GTOV KOLPAGHEVO KOl 0EAVEL TN dOVOUN
TOV aOLVOUOL. AKOUN Kot 01 VEOL kKovpalovTol Kot
Kovpalovtat, Kot 01 VEOL GKOVTAPTOLV KOl TEGTOLV.
AL 0cot eAtilovv oTov Kbpio Ba avavedcoovv
dvvaun tove. Oa teTta&ovy ota QTEPE cav 0eTol. Oal
Tp€yovv Kot dev Ba kovpalovtal, Oa mepmaTovy Kot
dev O MmoBupovy. (Hoolag 40:28-31)

Eivar 1660 6poppo 610 cOhvord TOV, dEV POV OPEGEL Vi
Tpoomad®d Vo TO0 avoADC® Kol VO TO OVOADO®, OAAG
VILAPYOLV TEGGEPLS PACUKES TTUYES.

1. TTowog eivon o ®egdg. Kdamote frav évo Kopltodkl mov
@ofotav va mdel og éva SOUATIO EME TV CKOTASL, Kot
exel Nrav to kpePatt Tov, Enpene va kowun et ekel. Ot yoveic
g TeMKA g gimav, simav, "Todpo koita, YAVKIA pov, un
eofdcat va mag o€ avtd To dwUdTio Yol 0 Ogdg elvon exel
Ko dev Ba og apnoet povn." Telkd, avtd g Edmwoe apKeTd
KOUPAYLO VO, YAIGTPNGEL GE AVTO TO GKOTEWVO OMUATIO Kol
va oupbel oto kpePdrtt. AAAG ok€ptnke Alyo avty v
VIOCYEON Kot gime: «@eé pov, av gloat €30, PNV TEL TimoTa
ywoti o pe TpopdEet péypt Bavdtovy. Ao to Ekaveg Kot €YO,
€0l dev Ba 1o ékaveg;

T yiveton pe tov ®¢o; Iolog eivon o Oedc; O Hoalag, o
TPOPNTNG, MHOG Aéel, To Tpia omni (onuoivouv oA 1
TAPOG) YOPAKTNPLOTIKE TOV O0v:

éva. «O Kopog givar o audviog Oedoy. (otiyxog 28) Avtd pog
Aéel OTL elvan TavToo TOPAOV GE GYECN LE TOV (POVO.
Agv vmp&e moté popd mov va. unyv frav. Aev Bo vdpéet
TOTE OTIYUN 7OV dev €ival. TNV TPOYUATIKOTNTO, O
xpOVog dev gtval amoAVTeg Timoto Yo Tov @gd. Agv
glval 0eGUELUEVOS ammd aVTO, OEV UETPOEL KOV TO
TPAYUOTO LLE VTO, KOl ECEIG KOl YD dEV HTOPOVE KOV
Vo T0 KaTtoAGPovpe avtd yoti 6,1l KAVoupEe HETPLETOL
ue to ypdvo. O Bedg dev aoyoleitan pe Tov ypdévo. O




even know what to pray for, that's how ignorant I am. That's
how ignorant you are.

Thomas Edison said back in 1926, "We don't know one
1/millionth of one percent of all that's happening around us."
Every day is bearing that statement out to be even truer.
With each new discovery that we're making in science, we're
finding how little we know.

Have you read about the "Black Hole" they found in the
universe? Billions of light years from now, we can't even
comprehend one light year, but we're talking about billions
of light years. | don't understand that hole, but you know
what they say about it? They say it is a hole that is sucking
in, not just matter, but energy. That the pull of gravity is so
strong, that even light cannot escape. Can you imagine that?
They say that the pull of gravity is so strong in that black
hole, that if you take the entire earth and everything that's on
it, and have that same pull of gravity it would shrink the
earth down to the size of a marble. | can't even begin to relate
to that. | don't understand. But, the point is the power of
understanding doesn't have to be within us, the good news
is the power of understanding is within the God who made
that black hole and made everything else around us.

The promise we had from Jesus in John 8:32 is, "You shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." Who's
going to show us that truth? God is going to show us that
truth.

So many things the Bible says Christians know with
confidence. We know that we have passed from death into
life. How do you know that? | know it because God's made
sure that | was told that, and | trust him. We know that when
he shall appear, we shall be like him. How do | know that?
| know that because of what | know about God.

Paul said, "For I know whom | have believed and am
persuaded that he is able to keep that I've committed unto
him against that day." (2 Timothy 1:12) You see by faith in
God, He will give us understanding.

Romans 8:28-29 tells us that our understanding will come
from confidence and certain things about God. | want to
share three of them with you from the text.

1. I can better understand what is going on around me
because of my confidence in his providence. "For we
know that in all things God works for the good of those
who love him..." The providence of God is his ability to
sustain and to guide destiny. He can do that because
everything that happens in this world is either permitted
or planned by God. Have you ever thought about that?
Did you notice the word, "all?" "All things work
together for good." Why? Because everything that
happens in this world is either permitted or planned by

®¢eog eine, "Elpon avtdg mov eipat. IIdvro fuovv, kot
wavto Oa sipon.”

21 cvvéxel, o oTiyog Aéet, "Avtdg eivar o Anpovpydg
TOV AKpOV TG YNG..." Aev vmp&e moTté PEPOG TOL VO
unv nrov. To éPare exel. Aev vanpée TOTE PEPOS TOL VaL
unv eival. O BOedg pog elvar mavroyov mopmdv. Elvon
ovToV. Agv QeVYELG O TV TOPOLGia, TOV.

ot. Eivor movtodvvapog. Eivor mavioyvpog. Oyt povo
dnuovpynce To mWEPATO TG YNNG OAAL «Aev Oa
kovpootel oOte Ba kovpaotel...» H 6Ovapr tov, 1
dvvoun Tov, 1 EVEPYELA TOV, OA OLTE T TPAYLLOTOL ETVaL
ATOAVTOG OTEPLOPLOTAL.

vro. Eivar mavroyvoome. I'vopilel amolvtog ta movio
«.Kou TNV KoTovonon tov kavels dgv pmopel va
KatoAdPew. Me amid Adyla, ta E€pel Oha. Eépel T
névta. Tinota dev Tov Pyaivetl. Elvar amoAvtwg coeog.

Eoeig kot eym dev eipaote moAd Kohd e£omMaouévor yio va,
gvotepvioTovpe v €vvola tov Ogov. Onwg o Mwvorg,
0ého 1000 ameyvoouéva va kortdém 10 TPOGOTO TOV.
A\, dnog kot 0 Mwvor|g, dev €y movBevd oyedov éva
KAAG O TNG IKOVOTNTOG VO TO KAV® QVTO.

To ocmovdutdteEPO MPAYUO Y10, TOV TOPAOEIGO KOTA TNV
TAMELVY LoV eKTiUNoN eivan 6TL o1 Xpiotiavoi Ba KortdEovy
10 TPOS®MTO TOL Beov. Agv gipon 1650 evBoLoIUGUEVOG Le
ToV dpOO TOV XPLGoY. Q, pumopel va gL va 10 d® 101K
otav N Amoxdivyn gine 0t B NTAV TOGO «dUPOVES ooV
YOOAD 1] Ol TOAEG QTIOYHEVEG OO HOpYOpLTapt, OAAG ivon
ATAMDG EIKOVIKEG EKPPAGELS Y10, VoL 0eiEovV TO peyaAeio Tov
Ovpavov. Eipot evBovciacuévog yio tnyv enavévmon mov O
£xo pe ayomnpuéva TpOcOTA Kot aylovg mov xouv cuveyicet
o010 TapeABoV, ovth TN pHEYAAN emavéveon OAOV TV
ATPOUEVOV.

Av16 oL 0EA® TTEPIGGOTEPO amd A 0O TOV TAPAOEIGO
glval vo umopd va, kortdl® 1o Tpdcwno Tov [avtodhvapov
®e0b. Eov k1 eyd €dd dgv nmopovpe va Tov oyKaAldoove
Yoykd, givar evielmg xupiapyos. Eivor vrepPatico. Eival
TEPA amO TNV KATOVONGY. ZTNV TPAYHOTIKOTNTA, EYETE
mapotnproer moté otn [poen, v aviidpoon TV
avOpOT®V 6TOVG OToiovg 60ONKE e KATOLo TPOTO 0VTO TO
dmPOo amA®S Yo va pi&ovv pia potid otov Ogd e tov Evam
ToV AALO TpOTO;

O B¢gbg eine otov Mwvon "Agv pmopeic va e KOtdg 610
Tpocwnd pov Kot va (noelg. ATAmg Ba og Bdlo kel oTov
Bpdo kot Bo og apnowm va deic Ty Ticm TAevpd." Otav o
Maevong avépnke oto Bouvvo kot ElaPe Tov vopo, Tic Aékal
Evtolég, katéfnke yopig va del tov Bed mPOGOTO LE
TPOowno. AAAG 0 Oedg TOL WANGE Kot OTOV KATEPNKE Ao
70 fovVo, T0 TPOSMTTO TOL NTAY TOGO AUUTEPO, TTOL OAOL TOV




God. Now that doesn't mean that everything that
happens is a direct cause from God. He's not some great
puppeteer pulling strings. A lot of things happen on this
earth that are evil, that are orchestrated by Satan, but for
the time being those things are being permitted by God.

He is the Creator of the heavens of the earth. The world
exists by the word of his power. Isaiah 40:28 says,
"...The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the
ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and
his understanding no one can fathom." He's God.
Everything is watched by his eye, everything is
considered by his mind, everything is ultimately under
his control. He sees, he knows, he cares, and he works,
that's the providence of God.

Remember the old story about the lady who came to the
door in response to the Gallup Poll petitioner, and after
knocking on her door, she came just ragged looking and
all unkempt. He said, "Ma'am, we're conducting a poll
on what you think the greatest problem in America is,
ignorance or apathy?" And she said, "I don't know, and
| don't care,” and slammed the door in his face.

I've got great news for you. We've got a God who
knows, we've got a God who cares, and we've got a God
who works. Everything, everything in this world is
either permitted or planned by the great, good, gracious,
giving, and glorious God Almighty. That by the way is
why Paul could say in other places in his writings, "In
everything give thanks." Everything? EVERYTHING?
Yes, in everything give thanks. Why? Because it's all
right here. That's why he could say, "Rejoice in the Lord
always." You mean even when I'm down, even when
bad things happen...Yes, always. Why? Because it's not
outside the scope of his providence.

That's why he could say in Romans 8:28, "God works
all things together for good." If you were to keep reading
down in Romans 8 near the very end about verse 35, 36
and 37, he said, there's some horrible things out there.
There's death, famine, tribulation, and persecution; yes,
God will even work those things together for good. The
first thing we're confident in is God's providence.

. Be confident in God's perspective. To me the key word

in the whole text is the word, "together." The Bible
doesn't say that all things are good. It says that, "God
works all things good and bad things together,” for a
good outcome.

Hey, there are a lot of things that aren't good.
Temptations aren't good. | don't enjoy temptations or
succumbing to temptations. James 1 tells us that
temptations come from the devil, they don't come from
God. But God can use temptations to actually draw us

pofovrovcav. ‘Efoie éva mémlo ywuti m mopovsio tov
KUPLOAEKTIKA EACULYE.

Orav o Iop Bprokdtav ony mapovsic Tov Oeo, kot 0 Oedg
TOV £KOVE EPMTNCE TPOCHONTO HE TPOcOTOo, 0 lof
VROKAIONKE 610 TPOS®TO ToL Ko gime: «Eipon ava&log, Tmg
umop® va cov amavino; ‘Efoia to y€pt pov oto otopa
povy. (Iop 40:4)

"AKovGa Kol 1) Kopdld LoV YTLUTOVGE duvaTd, T, XEIAN LoV
€tpepav otov Nyo. H amochvleon panie oto KOKOAN LoV
Kot to oo pov Etpepav.” (APPaxovp 3:16) Otav o
Hoalog €pi&e o potid oty aibovoa tov Bpdvov, avti va
mel, «AAAnAoDLo, dev glval VEPoyo Vo PAEmElg ToV Bgom.
Eine: «AXipovo pov! (Hoatog 6:5) O Imdvvng, o andcetorog,
gine «Otav tov €ld0, €meca ota TOOL TOL GAV VEKPOOH.
(Amoxddloyn 1:17) Aev Bé o Timota mepiocdTEPO OO TO VOl
dm T0 TPOoOTO TOLv Bgov, AAAG av TO Kolrtovca, Bo pe
OKOTOVE.

Av16 Tov mpoomafd va katoAdPo sival Ot £xovpe Evov
®ed mov eivor oy mépa amd TV Katavonon pag. O JB
Phillips éypawye éva BipAio mpv and oA xpoOVIa pE TiTAO
Your God is Too Small, kot o tithog ta Aéel Oha. OEhm va
00G T KATL Yoo TV amoymn cag yuo. Tov ®egd. Eivar molv
uikpo. Aegg, dev EEpelg Kav TG PAET® Tov BOed. Agv e
voualel mig PAmelg tov Ogo, etvan moAd pikpd. Ilapte v
dmoyn] oag yw tov Ogd Kol TOAAATAAGIAOTE TNV &va
EKOTOUUOPIO POPEG, Eival OKOUO TOAD UIKPT. AVTO TOL
0éLer 0 Hoalag va Befoiwbei 6Tt kotahafaivovpe givor Ott,
€6V TPOKELTOL VO OYKAAIAGOVUE QUTAV TNV LTOGYEST] Yol
dvvaun, mpénet va katardPfovpe 0Tl €govpe Evav Ogd oL
elvar o€ Béon va v vrootnpiel.

2. TTowot gipacte. H devtepn oym ¢ vadoyeong sival va
mpoorafnoovpe vo kKatoAdpovpe Tolot eipacte. Avto givol
O €VKOAO Vo Yivel. «Alvel dvvaun GToV KOLPAGUEVO Kol
avéavel tn dvvaun Tov advvapovy. (Hoolag 40:29). BAéneig
aUTEC TIC OVO AEEEIC «W» TOV  UOG  TEPLYPOPOLV:
KOVPOoUEVOL Kot adOvapol. Avtol eipaote.

«Axopun kot o1 véol kovpalovtar kot Kovpdlovtal, Kot ot
VvEOoL oKOVTAQTOLV Kol mEPTovv». O mpopntng Bérel va
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aAAG 0 Oedc Exel Evay TPOTO Vo, LaG S1OACKEL, £TG1 OgV givar,
Eipot svyvoumv mov mipo éva puddnua.




closer to him. Pain is not pleasant, is it? But God can use
pain to reestablish humility and dependence upon him.
Failure hurts. I'm not real fond of failure, but God can
use it in such a way to help us re-look at our priorities.
While we may not see it, we've got to understand that
God has a better and fuller perspective on our lives.

Let me give you two illustrations of how God acts in
that role. The first thing | think of is air traffic
controllers, the guys in the control tower. All of these
pilots are out there in their plane wanting to come in and
land. Some are wanting to take off. The air traffic
controller has to tell them which runway is cleared for
landing and what the coordinates are for entry. He gives
them the timing, he gives them the route, he alerts them
about field conditions. If every pilot wanted to come in
on their own you would have thousands of people dying.
They would say, "Well, this looks like the best way to
me." Wham! Whoosh! Crash! What | want you to see is
that God is in the control tower of the airfield of your
life. You may think this is the best way, and he says,
"No, | want you to circle again." You say, "Why?" He
says, "Don't ask why, just circle, I'll tell you when to
come in."

I'll give you an even better illustration. He's the baker of
your life. I'm not a baker. I'm not a cook. | love some of
the products of good bakers. For example, | love
German chocolate cake. | don't know anything about the
ingredients, proportions or the baking temperature. The
only thing I have to know is how to use a fork. But, see
God is the baker of my life. He knows exactly the right
ingredients.

By the way, | do know just a little bit about baking a
German chocolate cake. If you were to taste any of those
ingredients individually, they're not real good are they?
Did you ever taste a big tablespoon full of flour? Do you
want that? Is that good? Yuck! How about some of the
salt? Just put salt in it. No! The sugar, it's pretty good,
but it's not all that good, especially compared to the final
product. What about that raw egg? How would you like
to choke that down? You see the ingredients by
themselves are not good at all, but the baker of our life,
stirs them up in exactly the right proportion. But that's
not all he does. Then he puts them under heat. He puts
them under heat for just the right amount of time. The
great news today is, God knows the ingredients, He
knows how much heat we need and for how long. That's
his magnificent perspective.

I'm confident in his providence, and I'm confident in his
perspective, but there's one other thing that's really even
more important than those two.

Mov 10 Bvuioe TIg TPOAALEG YiaTi eiplon dpopénc. Emrpéyte
OV VO TO €MOVASIOTVRTOC®. Eipton moAd dpopéag Hepikng
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Kot apyloa va ooBdvopon Atyo évoyog emedn n {dvn pov
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pilw. Ileprammoa 2,6 and ovtd. ‘Epewvo oe autév tov
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nmepévouv tov Koplo Ba avavedoovv tn dOvau toug.
Topa n AéEn «mepipeve» dev onuaivel adpavelo. Agv
onuaivel amhag va kabsoar Aéyovtoc: "Evta&el, Ogé pov,
yrommoe pe!" Mnv mopeényeite, vmdpyel (oo otiyunq vo
«ueivete axivnrot kot va EEpete OTL elpat 0 Oedgy. Ymhpyet
Qo oTiyun oe OAN HOG TN QPEVITION Kot TNV KOLPoo TMV
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H 180 €00 eivar vo mepipuévovue tov Koplo mov Oa frav
Kbt cov éva pEAOG TOL VTOLPYIKOD GLpPovAiov 7OV
nmepyével tov llpodedpo tov Hvouévov IMolresiwv. Ti
onuoivel vo Tov TEPIUEVELS; ZNUaiveLl va TOV LINPETEIC, Vo
Tov epovtilelg, va tov fonddg. Mo kaAvTtepn omekdvVIon
Ba NTav évag "oepPrtopog”, oe éva kaAd eotiotoplo. Ti
Kavel évag oepPropog o€ €va TOAD @paio €GTINTOPLO;
Aowmbv, av eiocaw oto Tpoméllt Tov, elvor  TOGO
GLYKEVIPOUEVOC GE GV, G€ PpovTieL.

[pwv and mepimov Eva ypovo, Tpa TN yuvaika [Lov yio TV
EMETELO LOG GE OLTO TO TPAYLOATIKA, TOAD MPAio 6TIATOP1O.
Mov éxove Ticw éva makéTo yia vo gipon etukpivig. Hrtav
éva mo opaio uépog amd O,T1 Egovue ovvnbicer va
TOIPVOVLE TNV OIKOYEVELDL. TNV TPOYUATIKOTNTO TO, TOdLd
dev myav puali pag. ‘Epeva ékminktog yiati dev pwwopovoa,
va KotefAom To vepd LoV G tVTOO KATM, T SO TUAG LoV
éomacav kol 1o vepd Eavayepiotke. Balm otolynua ot
pov Eavayéuoe vepd 20 @opég ekeivo to Ppadv. Otav
xoOnNKo peptkd yiyovio youod umpootd pov, Eapvikd
Nrav edd pe éva pikpd poyaipt kot ta é&vve dha og éval
pikpd mato. [npe t yopromercéto pov kol v £PaAe
axpIPmg ekl TAV® omd TNV AYKOALG LoV, AV TOTE GNIKOGA
70 PAEULOL OV, UE TTEPTIUEVE, ATOALTN TTPOGOYN. AKOV TMOPO,




Be confident in his purpose. Look at verse 28 again, we
quote it all the time, "For we know that in all things God
works for good for those who love him..." but look at
the rest of it, "...who have been called according to his
purpose.” Wait a minute. What is his purpose for us?
What's God purpose for you? What's God's purpose for
me? This is where too many of us stop reading but keep
reading, verse 29, "For those God foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his
Son..." There, right there, do you see that? That is God's
purpose for us.

His purpose for you is to be conformed in the image of
his Son, Jesus. That is God's supreme purpose for me.
God's supreme purpose for me is not to believe, repent,
confess, and be baptized. That is the means, a vital
means, but it's not my purpose. God's purpose for me is
not to assemble together. That's the sustenance, but
that's not my purpose. God's purpose for me is not to
win another lost soul, that's my mission, but that's not
my purpose. God's purpose for me is not to go to heaven,
that is my reward, but that is not my purpose. What's my
purpose? He tells me. His supreme purpose for me is
to be like Jesus. That by the way is the best quick
answer | know when somebody asks you this question,
"Why do bad things happen to God's children?" Do you
know the answer? Because we need to be like Jesus.

Do you know what that reminds me of? 1 Peter 2:21 "To
this you were called, because Christ suffered for you,
leaving you an example, that you should follow in his
steps." How many of you want to suffer? | don't either.
How many of you want to be conformed into the image
of Jesus Christ? I've got bad news for you, it goes with
the territory. We cannot be conformed into the image of
Jesus unless we also suffer.

Christians really should have a sign across their chest's
that says, "Construction Underway." God is working on
us and he's working around us to make us more like
Jesus. Do you see his promise? I'm not going to
understand everything that happens to me. Sometimes
I'm not going to understand it at all. I'll be so confused
that I'll fall on my knees and beg for understanding. But
I can understand that the God who loves me enough to
die for me and has a providence, a perspective and a
purpose for all of it. Now that leaves me with one last
thing. What do | need to do?

. Love Him. This text has one key responsibility. Look at

it again. "...We know that in all things God works for
the good of..." What does it say? "...those who love
him..." This is a promise for people who love God. It's
not a promise for every human being. It's not a promise
for the unbeliever. Sadly, it's not a promise for those

otav Viob® TV KoOpaocT] Hov, TNV adLVOUIC LoV Kol TN
dvvoun LoV va, petmvetal, Tt Kave; Tepyéve tov Koplo. H
amoO VT TPocoyN pHov divetan oe avtov. Eivar to emikevtpo
LLov.

Bewpd 61t 01 AvBpwmol Tov kovpaloviat, amrobapphvovtal
Kot Kovpdlovtal Kavovv €va 1 000 TPAYLATH YEVIKE, Kol
WAd® yo xplotiovovg avlpodmovg. ‘Eva mpdypa eivor 01t
Eeyxvouv Tov Bgd. Mepucol Xpiotiavoi anhdg tov Egyvoiv.
Avnovyobv 1600 mOAD Yo TN OKn TOvg e&amarnuévn
Svvapn, ™ dKN Tovg amddeio Kot TG S1kéG TOVS dOKIHAGTES
7ov Palovv tov Bed og éva papl kol Tpoctadody va To
otidEovv Oha avtd povol tovg. Ot dhdot dvBpomot ev HEGm
Kovpoomng, dokipaciog kot eEavtinong duvaung apyilovv va
emkevrpovovioar otov Kopro. Eotialovv mpaypatikd ctov
Kvpto mov Tov {nté vo «ue avavedoew, kol Avtdg to
Kavet.

4. Tv kéver o ®eds. «O Koplog Ba avavemoel tn duvaun
Tovg. ®a avePaivouv ota ETEPE cav aetol- Ba TpEyovv Kot
dev Ba kovpdalovral, Oo mepmatovy Kot dev B AmoBupovvy.
(otiyog 31)

Aoatped® TV €KOVOYPAENON TOV OETOL, TOVL MO
HEYOAEDOOVG Oomd OAQ TOL TOVLALY, OLTOV TOL TETAEL
ynAotepa amd kdbe aAro. Agv gival n TpdTN POPA TOL O
®ebdg ypnoomnotel avth v avaroyio. Tty 'E&odo 19:4,
pikovoe ota Toudid Tov Iopani mov oy Tdpa £Toipot va
nepumiavnbovv. Eine: «Eceic ot idio1 €idate 11 £kavo otV
Atyumto Kot TG oag ERyara Tve oe OTEPE OETMV...»

Mépog tov AdYov gival 1 Tpoctacio omd to OMpapa. AAAG
éva puépog tov Adyov ogeihetar 6to va Pondrcovpe ot
Swdaokaria evoc aetob, evOg POV 0ETOV, va TteTdel. Otav
épbeln dpa vo metdéet o pikpdc aetdc, PAGeTol £E® amd
™ pold kot apyilel va Téptel e edBepn Yo va deL oV avTd
ta @tepd glvar €roa va dovAéyovv. O pnTpkds aetdg
kortalet pe mpdheon kot axpiPéc patt. Av To pKpod TG 0ETO
dev umopel va apyicel va TETAEL, O UNTPIKOG OETOC TEPTEL
KATO Kot TETAEL amd KATM Kol TO TLAVEL GTNV TAATN TNG. AV
dgv umopel vo To TAPEL OTNV TAATN TNG, TO TOIPVEL LE TO
PALPOG TNG Kol EQVATETAEL OTA DYT).

[Mondid, avtd Kdvel 0 Oedg pog yia epdc. Otav Tov TEPIUEVD
HE TNV KoOpaon Kot TV advvapio pov, Ba pe mapakoiovdel
pe ot 10 KoeTepd ATt Kot Kabmg Ba pe PAETEL va TEQTO,
0o orapEaAdoEL Ao KATM Hov. «Oa avéfovy e Tepd cav
aeTob» Oyl emeldn gipon dSvvartdg, oAAG emeldn Exm Evay Ogd
7ov éfade Ta aoTEPLO 6T BECT) TOVG KOl TOV HE OYOMNGE
OpKETE MOTE VO TEDAVEL Y10, pLéVaL.

Eépm 0Tt E€peig 1o Tokd Tpayovdt. "Tt eido €xovpe otov
Incov, 6Aec Tig apaptieg kot T OAyM pog va avtééovpe! Ti
TPovOo va KovuPordpe, To TAvta otov Bed oty
nmpocevyn!" Akovote tov Tpito otiyo. "Eipacte advvapol
Kot Paptd  @opTOUEVOL, QOPTOUEVOL UE £€va.  (POpPTio




who only believe. It's a promise for those who love the
Lord.

If | want understanding, what do I need to do? | don't
have to worry so much about working things out. | don't
have to worry a lot about figuring things out, that's God's
responsibility.  Here's my responsibility. My
responsibility is to love God more. The more | love God,
the better I'll understand. I don't know how, but that's

the promise, and it works. Adapted from Amazing Grace #1163 -
Steve Flatt, June 12, 1994

opovtidag; TloAdtiue ZoTipa, aKOUA TO KATOEOYLO LOC,
mipe 10 otov KoOpio pe mpocevyr. Ov @ikot cov
TePLPPovoLV, o€ gykataAeinovv; I1dpe to atov Kvpro otnv
TPOCELYN; XTNV OoyKaAld Tov Oa ce mhpw Ko Ba o€
Bopokico, exel Ba Ppeg mapnyopid». Avtd givar ainbeo.
Av1n| glvon ) vdoyeon. Avtr| eivon Tpdrypatt pio amd avTég
TIG TOAVTIUEG VTOCYEGEIS TOL UAG OONYoOV GE aVTH TN
(:COﬁ.Hpocapuoyr'] o6 to Amazing Grace #1167 - Steve Flatt, 10 IovAiov 1994

Ynooxeon yla Katavonon

H vrdoyeon «yvopilovpe 0tL og OA0 To TPAyHOTH 0 OdC
epyaletat Yo 0 KaAd gkeivev Tov Tov ayamovv, ol omoiot
€yovv KAnOel cOpemva pe to okomd Tov» (Popaiovg 8:28)
glvar ot amd TIG MO YVOGTES, TTLO OLYOTTLEVEG.

Av10 TO TEPAGO EIVOL LU0 AGPAAELD Y10 EULAC GE LULOL ETOYN
rartoryidag. Eivan éva mépacpa 610 omoio otpagpovue 0tov
Bplokduacte o€ oavatapoyn N Tpoywdio. Eivar éva
QTOCTOCUO TTOV KOITAUE OTOV OVOPMTIONNCTE YTl Al
dev katoroPaivovpe. aipvel 1o dkd pog «yati» Kot To
petatpénel og «motogy. Iaipvel v epdTNON HOG Kot oG
otpépel o€ owTOV oL Bl divel Tavta pia omavinon. Eivat
Lo VTOGYEST Y10, KATAVON oM.

«ott  Epovuer.  Ymoypappiote ovtég T AEEELG.
"Eépovpe." Yndpyetl n vrdoyeon yio Katavonon. AkOun Kot
otov oupfoivovy TPAYUATO, TOV HOG TANYOVOLV, HOG
1GOTESDVOLV 1| LOC OPTVOVY QITOADTIOC (YVOGTOVS MG TPOG
10 yroti mpoékvyav moté. «Kat EEpovpe 0TL o€ OAa 0 OO0,
Apéowg petd amd ovtn TN pkpn mpobeTikn ¢pdon,
"hertovpyel" Avto eivar To KAEWL Yoo 0OAOKANPO TOV GTiYO.
Ba 10 doVUE LE KATOW AETTOUEPELD, OAAG aVTO gival TO
KA€101. Agv givar antd mov Eépelg, givar avtd mov E€pelc.

To wAewdi yuo v katavonon otn {1 glvar 1 yvoon tov
®eov KoL M EUTIOTOCHVN 6€ AVTov. AvTd €ivar To KAEWI.
Agv givan mooo EEpelg, dev givarl moca katalaPaivelg, oev
gtvon oo gtvan 1o IQ cov. Or o pwtevol avapesd pog dev
£€YOVV TNV IKAVOTNTA VO, KATAVOT|GoVVY Ta BAbn, Ta poothipla
Kol TIg SOuoKoAieg TG LoNG. ATAMG dev TO XOVE LECA LLOG.

Me drookedalel Aydikt Tov 6€ 500 GTiYOVE TPLV OO TO TPOC
Popaiovg 8:28, o IMavrog Aéet, «Katd Tov idto TpomO...08Vv
EEPoLLE YO TL TPEMEL VA TPOCEVYOHOOTEY. AVLTH €ivar M
aAn0eia, €161 dgv givar, EEPm KATOLN TPAYLOTO Y10, TO, OTTO1N
MPEMEL VO TPOCEVYOUAL, OAAG VLIAPYOLV TOGEG TOAAEG
avaykeg otn (0N LoV, VIAPYOVY TOCEG TOALEG TTEPIGTAGELG
YOP® pov, ov dev apyilm Kav va kataAafaive, ypetalopot
Tov ®¢d va pe Ponbnoet va tpoceuyndm. Asv EEpm Kav yio
TL va Tpocevyndm, tdco adong sipat. Toco avideog eicau.

O Topag 'Evticov eiye el 1o 1926, «Agv yvopilovue 1o
1/exaToupplo Tov evog 101G eK0Td OAV dowv cuufaivouy




yOpo pog». Kébe pépa pépvel oty T OAwon ya va eivon
aKopa 7o aAndwn. Me kébe véa avakdlvyn Tov Kédvovue
OTNV EMOTHUN, AvAKOAOTTOVUE TOGA Alya Yvopilove.

‘Eyete dwPaocel yuo ) «Movpn Tpdmo» mov Bprikav oto
ooumay; Xe OGEKATORUOPLa €T OOTOS amd TMOPO, OEV
pumopovpe va katoldfovpe ovte éva €tog OTOS, OALG
WIAGUE Y10 O1GEKATOUUDPLO €T QOTOC. Agv kaToAOPaivm
VT TNV TPOTA, aAAG EEpeTE TL AEve Y1 'awTd; Aéve OTL etvan
L TPOTOL TTOL ATTOPPOPA, Ol LOVO VAT, 0AAAL evépyetla. Ot
N €AEn g Paputog givor 1660 duvary|, Tov 0VTE TO PG
dev pmopet va Eepiyel. Mmopeite va 1o pavtoocteite; Aéve
otL 1 éAEN g Paputntog eivar TOGO dLVOTN GE AVTH T
popn TpvTa, TOL av ThpeTe OAOKANPN TN YN Kot O,TL elvan
whveo e, Ko €xete v O EAEN Paputntog, Oa
ovppikvebei n yn oto PEyebog evog papudpov. Agv umopm
Kav va apyiocm va acyoiovduot pe avtd. Agv Kataiafoivo.
AMG, T0 Oéua etvar OTL M dVVOUN TNG KaTavonong ogv
yperaletar va Ppioketon péca pog,

H vrndoyeon mov elyape ond tov Incod oto lwdvvn 8:32
elvar, «®a yvopicete v aAnbeio, kot n aAnbewo Bo cog
elevBepioew. [lolog Ba pog deiker avty v aAnbew; O
®edg mpokertan va pog deiEet avt v aAnOeio.

Toéco moAld mpayuoto Aéet  Bifloc 611 o Xprotiavol
yvopilouv pe oryovpid. I'vopilovpe 0T tepdoape and Tov
Bavaro ot Con. Ildg To E€peig avtod; To Eépm yrati 0 Bedg
PPOVTIGE VO WOV TO €MV KOl TOV EUTIGTEVOUOL. EEPOVILE
otL 6tav gpeaviotel, Bo sipaote cav avtov. Iog to Eépm
avtd; To EEpm Loym TV 6cmV Yvapilo yio tov Od.

O Madrog eine: «Enedn EEpo moov micteyo kou gipon
TMEMEIGUEVOG OTL pmopel va Tnp1oet OTL Tov £x® deopevTel
gxeivn v nuépoy. (2 Tywobeo 1:12) BAénete pe miotn otov
®¢ebd, Avtdc Ba pag dmoel katavonon.

To mpog Popaiovg 8:28-29 pog Aéet 411 1 Kortavonoen pog 0o
TPOoEADEL AT TNV EUMIGTOCHVY] KOl OPIGUEVA TTPAYLOTA YLl
Tov Bed. O¢hm va potpaoctd poli cog tpia omd avtd and To
Keipevo.

2. Mmnopd vo kotorldfe kaAdTepa Tt cupfaivel YOp® Hov
AOY® TNC EUMIGTOCLVNC LoV 6TV Ttpdvold tov.«latl
yvopilooue 61t og 6Aa T TPdypoTa 0 Oedg epydleTon
Y10 TO KOAO eketvav mov Tov ayamovv...» H mpdvola tov
®eol eivar M wKavoTTd TOL VA CLVINPEl KOl va
kaBodnyel to mempopévo. Mmopel va to Kdvel avtd
ywti 0,11 ocvpPoivet oe avtdv TOV KOGUO EiTE
emutpénetan eite oyxedialetar amd tov Oed. To Exelc
okeptel moté avto; [IpocéEate T AéEn, "OAw;" «Olo T
Tpaypato cvvepydlovral yio kadd». [ati; [ati ola
oca cupPaivovy e avTOV TOV KOGUO €iTE emTPENMETOL
gite oyedrdlovrar amod Tov ®ed. Thpa avTod dev onuaivel
0T OAa 650 cupPaivovy givor pia dpeon oitio amd Tov
®¢ebd. Agv givol omovdaiog KOVKAOTOIKTNG TTOL TPafdel




Kopdovia. [ToAd mpdypato cupPaivovv 6e avtn ™ YN
OV €ivOll KAKA, TOV EVOPYNOTPDOVOVTAL A0 TOV XATUV,
0AAGQ TTPOG TO TOPOV OVTA TO, TPAYUATO ETITPETOVTOL
amd tov Ogd.

Eivar o Anuovpydc tev ovpavav g yng. O koécpog
VIAPYEL HE TOV AOYOo NG duvaung tov. To &ddagio
Hoalag 40:28 Aéet, "...O Kbdpiog givar o aidviog ®edg, o
Anpiovpyog Tov dxpov g yne. Aev Bo kovpactel ovte
Ba KovpaoTtel, Kot Kovelg dev pmopel va Katovoncet TNy
katavonon tov." Eivar Oedc. Oha mapakorovBovvton
a6 TO PATL ToV, OAa e£ETALOVTOL 0O TO HVAAD TOV, OAQ
glvar teMkd vmd Tov €heyyd Tov. BAémel, Eépet,
vowaleTon kat epydaletal, avtn givar 1 tpdvola tov Oeov.

®uunbeite v mald wotopia Yo v Kvpio mov Npbe
OTNV TOPTO OVIOTOKPIVOLEVI] GTOV OVAPEPOVIO TOV
Gallup Poll, kot agod ytomnoe v mopta g, NPpode
amhdg Kovpelacpévn Ko anepurointr. Eine, "Kvpia,
dteEdryovpe (o ONOcKOTNGOT Yo TO TTolo vouilete Otl
glval To peyoltepo TpoPAnua otnv Apepikn, n dyvota
N N andBeie;" Ko exetvn eine: «Agv EEpo kat dev pe
voualem Kal ToV EKAELGE TNV TTOPTO GTO TPOGMTO.

Yag &xo vmépoya véa. ‘Eyovpe évav @gd mov Eépet,
&ovpe évav Ogd mov voldletor kol £xovpe Evav Oegd
mov epyaletorl. Ta mdvra, ta wévTo 6€ aLTdV TOV KOGHO
elte emrpémovton gite oyedidlovior amd Tov peydhro,
KOAO, EVYEVIKO, BOTIKO Kot £vOo&o Bed TTavtodhvapo.
[opepmmToviog, avtdg eival o Aoyog mov o [Taviog Oa
UTOpovsE VO TEL G GALO ONUELN OTA YPOTTA TOV: «X€
ola va gvyapiloteitey. Ta mavta? TA TTANTA? N,
guyoplotd o€ OAa. [Marti; [Noti edd ivor 6Aa kard. I
avtd propovoe va et «Na xaipeote ev Kvplo mdvroy.
Evvoeig axdpo kon dtav sipon mespévoc, axopa kKt otav
ocvpPaivouy doynuo. mpdyupota.. Not, zwavra. ot
INari dev etvan é€m and Ta Opla. TG TPOVOLAg TOV.

I'' avt6 Ba puropoivoe va el 610 0GP0 Popaiovg 8:28,
«O Ogb¢ To kdvel OAa pall yio to kadd». Av cuveyilote
va duPdlete oto Popaiovg 8 kovid oto T€A0G Yo TOVG
otiyovg 35, 36 ko 37, eime, vVIAPYOLY HEPIKA OPIKTE
mpaypoarto exel E&m. Yrdapyet 0avatoc, meiva, OAiyn ko
Swwypdc. var, o @gdc Ba cvvepyaotel okOuN Kot oV T TO
mpdynato v KoAd. To mpdto mPdypo oto omoio
glpaote oiyovpor givor 1 Tpdvola Tov Bgov.

2. Na glote olyovpot yia TV TpoonTikn Tov Ocov. I'a péva
n AéEn Khedl o oAdKANPO TO Keipevo eivan m AL,
«uoli». H Biplog dev Aéel 6T OAa To. Tpdrypoto givan
KaAd. Aéel 6TL «o Oed¢ o Kével OAQ TO KOAQ KOl TO
Kakd paldy, Yo éva KaAd amotéAeciial.

el cov, vdpyovv mOAAG mpdyuato mov Ogv givol
KaAd. Ot melpacpol dev givar kodol. Agv amolapuPdvm
TOVG TEPAGLOVE 1 TO VO, VITOKVTT® GE TEPAGHOVS. To




IdxmPog 1 pag Aéet 6t1 o1 Tepacpol Tpogpyovtal amd
Tov Oldforo, dev mpoépyoviorl and tov Bed. AAAA o
Bedg Pmopel va YPNOLOTOUCEL TEPAGLOVG Y10, VO LLOG
oépel mpaypatikd mo kovtd tov. O moéHvog dev givan
guydpotog, €10, AAMG o  ®gdg  umopel  va
YPNOLOTOMCEL TOV TOVO Y10 VO OTOKOTAGTHOEL TNV
Tamevoppooivn kol v e&aptnon omd ovtov. H
amotuyla movéiel. Agv LOVL OPECEL TPOYUATIKA 1)
amotuyia, aAAd 0 ®gdg umopel va TN YP1CILOTOUCEL LE
TéT010 TPOTO Yo vo pag Pondnoel va Eovadovue Tig
TPOTEPAOTNTES LOG. AV Kol Pmopel va v to PAETOVLE,
mpénel va, kKaTtoAdPovpe 0Tt 0 Oeds €xet o kKaAvTepn
Ko TANPECTEPT TPOOTTIKN YiaL T (N Hog.

Emutpéyte pov vo cog 6mcm S0 TUpUcTACELS Yo TO
TG evepyel 0 Bedg oe avtov Tov poro. To mpadTo
TPAYLO. TOL OKEQTOHOL EIvol Ol EAEYKTES evOEPLOG
KoK ogopiag, to modld otov mopyo eAéyyov. Olot
avToi o1 TAOTOL givol ekel £ e TO OEPOTAGVO TOVC
Kol BéAovy va pmovv kot vo mpocyeliwBodv. Kdamoiot
0éhovv  va amoyeiwBobv. O eleyKtig evaéplog
KUKAOQOPIOG TPETEL VAL TOVE TEL TOLOG O1AOPOLOG Eival
elebBepoc ywo mpooyelwon kou moleg  glvar ot
ovvtetaypéveg v v gicodo. Tovg divel to timing,
ToVg divel Tn dadpoun, Tovg E100TOLEL Yia TIG CLUVOTKEG
ToV YNTESOL. AV KGO TAOTOG OELE VO el LoVog Tov,
Ba mEBavav yadeg avBpwmot. Ba Ereyav, «Aomdy,
aVTOC LoV QAIVETOL 0 KOADTEPOG TPOTOC». Wham! Qy!
Zoykpovon! Avtd mov BEAm va deite gival 0TL 0 Ogdg
Bpioketon otov mHpyo €AEYYOL TOL CEPOSPOUIOV TNG
{ong cag. Mmopel va miotedere OTL avTOG €ival o
KaAOTEPOG TPOTOG Kat Aéet, «Oyl, 0éA® va, Eavaxdvere
KOKAOLO». Agg "yroTi;"

B0 co¢ 0o o akdpo kaAvtepn ewova. Eival o
oovpvapns e Long cov. Agv gipor ovpvapns. Aegv
glpon payepoc. Aatpevw pepkd omd Tto TPoidvTa
KOAGV aptomoldv. [ mopddetypa, Aotped® TO
YeEPUOVIKO K€K cokoAdtag. Aev EEpm Timota Yo T
VAKd, Tic avaAoyieg N ™ Beppokpacia ynoipatog. To
uévo mov mpémel va EEpm Elval TMG VoL ¥PNCILOTOMC®
éva mpovvl. AALG, deite 0TL 0 Bgds glvar 0 ovpvapng
g ComMg pov. I'vapilet axpipdg to 6OGTE GLGTATIKA.

Hopepmntoviog, EEpw Alyo TpayHOTO Yo TO YA
€VOG YEPUAVIKOD KEIK GokoAdtoc. Edv empoxeito va
SOKILACETE KATOLO OO OVTE TO. GLOTUTIKA EEY®PIOTA,
dev givon mpaypotikd kaAd; Eyete dokipudoel moté pua
HEYOAN KouTOAd TNG 6ovTag Yepdtn aievpt; To Bérelg
avt6? Eivatl kadd avtd; Maiay! Tt Oa Aéyate yuo Alyo
amd 1o oAdtl, ATAGG Paite aAidtt og ovto. Oyl H
Cayopn, eivor apketd KaAr, aAld Ogv glval TOGO KOAN,
€101KA 0 GVYKPLON UE TO TEAIKO Tpoidv. Tt yivetal pe
avtd 10 oud avyd; Iog Oa 0éhate va to mvikets;
BAémete T vAkd amd pova tovg dev glvan kaboAov
KOAQ, 0ALL 0 @ovpvapng g (NG LOG, TO OVAKATEDEL




akplpdg ot owot avaloyia. AAAG dev givar povo
avtd oL KAvel. Metd ta Palet kdto and ) eotid. Ta
pBaler kGtw amd BepudTTO YOO TO CWGTO YPOVIKO
duwompa. Ta omovdaio véa ofjuepa eivor 6tL 0 Oedcg
yvopiler 1o ovototkd, E€pst moom  Beppotnta
ypewldpoocte kot yo tdéco Kapd. Ot

Eipon olyovpog yuo tnv mpodvotd tov, kot eipon oiyovpog
Yl TNV TPOOTTIKY TOV, OAAG VLIAPYEL KATL GALO 7OV
€lval TPOYUATIKA TLO GTUOVTIKO 0td aVTA T dVO.

3. Na gloon aiyovpog yia tov oxomd tov. Kottd&re Eavd o
€04p10 28, to mapabitovpe cuvexdc, «lati Eépovpe Ot
o€ OAa T TPAypaTo 0 ®gdg epydleTar Yo TO KOAO Yo
ekelvovg mov Tov oyamovv...» OAAD KOTAETE TO
VIOLOLTO, «...TOV £YOVV KANOEL GOUPOVA LLE TOV GKOTO
tovy. [Iepipeve éva Aemtd. [Totog eival 0 oKoTOG TOL Y10
gpdg; Iotog eivan 0 okomdg Tov Oeov Yo €6dg; Tlotog
glvar 0 oKomog Tov g0V Yo péva; Ed® givor mov mhpa
moAlol amd eudg otopatdpe vo dwPfalovps, oAl
ocvveyilooue va dafalovue, edapio 29, «I'a doovg o
®edg Méepe omd mpwv OTL emiong mPoOPIoE  va
ouppopemBodv pe v opoimon tov Y1ov tov...» Exel,
axpifmg ekel, o PAEneTe; AVTOC €lval 0 GKOTOC TOL
B0 Y100 HAG.

O oKkomd¢ Tov Yo €60G Elval va cuppopewbeite ue v
gwova Tov Yl Ttov, tov Inocov. Avtdg eivar o
VREPTATOG GKOTOC TOL Beov Yo péva. O vrépTatog
oKomdg Tov BeoD Yo Péva 0ev vl Vo TIOTEY®, VO
petavonow, vo eEoporoyndod kot va Baptiotd. Avtd
glvar 1o péco, éva {mTikd néso, aAld dev gival 0 6KomOG
pov. O oxomdg Tov Ogoh yuoo péva dgv glvar va
ovykevipmBovpe. Avtr glvar 1 daTpoen, aAAd dev
glvar owtdg 0 oKomOG Pov. O GKOTAS TOL B0V Y10, pPéva
dev givorl va Kkepdiowm GAAN o Yapévn yoxn, autn sivol
1M ATOGTOAT LoV, AAAG Ogv ivarl anTdg 0 6KOTOg pov. O
oKOTOg Tov g0V Yo péva dev gival vo mwho oTov
TAPASEIGO, VTN eivar 1) ovTapolPn pov, oAlG dev gival
avtog 0 okomdg pov. Ilowog eivar o okomodg pov; Mov
Aéet. O vméptaTog okomds Tov Yo péva givan va glpon
oav tov Incov. Avt| TapepmntévTtog ival 1 KaAvTEPN
ypRyopn omdvinon mov yvopilem Otav KATOl0G GOg
Kéver ovt v gpmton, "Tarti cvpPaivovv doymuoa
TPAYHOTO 0T TodLd Tov g0V;" Eépelg tnv amdvtnon?
IMarti npénet va gipacte cav tov Incoo.

Eépeic 1 pov Oupiler avtd; A" Iétpov 2:21 «Ze awtd
K\nOnkote, emedn o Xpotdg LVIEPEPE YO OOG,
APNVOVTAG GOG TOPAOELYHa, YO VO 0KOAOVONoETE TA
Prprotd Tovy. [locor amd eodg Bélete vo VIOEEPETE;
Ovte eym. [Tocot and ecdc 0éheTe vo suupopembeite pe
mv ewéva ov Incov Xpiotov; ‘Eyxw doynua véa yuo
oévo, mAaEL pE TNV emkpatewn. Agv  umopoldue va




ovppopemBodue pe v ekdéva tov Incov av dev
VIOPEPOLLE KL EPELS.

O Xprotiavol Tpémel TparyLatikd voL £XOuV [a Tvokioo
o710 6Tfo¢ Tovug o va Aéel, «H kataokevn Ppicketon
og eE€MENY. O Bedg epydletan mve pag kot epydleton
YOP® HOG Yot VAL oG KAVEL TEPLocdTePO cav Tov Incov.
BAémete v vmoGyE0T TOV; AgV TPOKELITOL VO KATAALP®
O\, 060 pov cupfaivovy. Mepikéc popég dev TPOKELTAL
va 10 KataAdPo kabolov. Oa gipot T060 pmepdepévog
mov Bo méow ota yovaro kot Bo TopaKOALCH® Yo
KaTavonon. Mrnopd Opmg vo KataAdfm 0Tt 0 ®gdg mov
pe oyomd opkeTd yio va mebdvel yio pévo kol €yet
TPOVOL0, TPOOTTIKN Kol 6KOTO Yia dAa avtd. Tdpa avtd
pe apnvel pe Kt tedgvtaio. T mpémel va kavem?

4. Ayomote Tov. Avtd to keipevo €xet pia faocikn evdovn.
Agite 10 Eava. «...Eépovpe OTL 6 OAQ, TO TTPAYLOTU O
®edg epyalerar yuo 1o kAo tov...» Tt Aéet; «...0601 ToV
ayamovv..» Avty elvar gl vwoOGYESN YL TOVG
avOp®dITOVE TOL ayomovy Tov Bgd. Agv givar vdoyEoT
v Ka0e avBpwmo. Agv givol vTOGYEST Y10 TOV GTLGTO.
Avotoymg, dev eglvar vdoyeon Y GGOVE TGTEVOLV
pévo. Eivar g vwdéoyeon yio 060VE ayamovv Tov
Kvpro.

Av 0él® katavonon, Tt Tpénel vo kavo; Agv ypetdleTon
Vo aVIGLY® TOCO TOAD Yl VoL ADo® T Tpdrypata. Agv
ypelaletar va avnovyd 7wOAD Yyl Vo KOTOAGPw
TPAyUoTo, ovtd givar evBuvn Tov Oeod. Edd ivar m
gvBvvn pov. H gubovn pov elvar va ayand mtepiocotepo
tov Oed. Oco mepiosodtepo ayamm tov Ogd, 1060
kaAOTepa Oa katoloPaive. Agv EEpm mmG, OAAG oTN

glvar 1 vTdoyeoN Kot AELITOVPYEL. Tiposapuoyn omd to Amazing
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